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Prayer
James 5:13-20

SPEAKER:  Bill Richardson, Associate & College Ministry Pastor
TEXT 
Main idea: Prayer is vital to the life of believers and Christians should pray on all occasions; especially when they are sick or suffering. Sin can be one of the direct causes of suffering or sickness and sometimes it is not. When it is, confession becomes crucial. In all situations, prayer proves powerful.

v13 James begins and ends his letter on prayer. James 1:5-8 he clearly tells the believers to pray and reminds them again in this section. Prayer is vital to the life of the believer and is the way in which we deal with trials. When we persevere through our trials we  also persevere in prayer.

· How is your prayer life?
· Have you ever had to persevere through a trial in prayer?

“Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them that they should always pray and not give up. He said: “In a certain town there was a judge who neither feared God nor cared what people thought. And there was a widow in that town who kept coming to him with the plea, ‘Grant me justice against my adversary.’
“For some time he refused. But finally he said to himself, ‘Even though I don’t fear God or care what people think, yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will see that she gets justice, so that she won’t eventually come and attack me!’”
And the Lord said, “Listen to what the unjust judge says. And will not God bring about justice for his chosen ones, who cry out to him day and night? Will he keep putting them off?” Luke 18:1-8

“Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” Phil 4:6,7

We need to pray in ‘every situation’ of life. In trouble, rejoicing, sickness and all the different aspects God wants us to include him in our lives. The fact is that we should be praying constantly.

“Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.” 1 Thess 5:16-18

“Prayer may not remove the affliction but it most certainly can transform it.” Tasker, James

“The church has always cared for her sick; and in the church there has always resided the gift of healing. The social gospel is not an appendix to Christianity; it is the very essence of the Christian faith and life.” Barclay, James

v14 Anointing with oil is still done today. It has been a regular practice since the church began.  This prayer is for physical healing. The elders represent the local Christian community. The person in question is probably bedridden.

“The oil is the symbol of God’s presence, but the prayer is the mechanism for tapping into his power.” Blomberg, James

“It is remarkable how many Christians today, who go into the hospital, fail to send out a request to the elders of their church to come and pray for them. More common is it for them to simply send out a general request for prayer to their friends and or fellow church members.” Constable, Notes on James

This passage does not refer to the specific gift of healing but to the joint responsibility of the elders. Any healing prayer is always done in “the name of the Lord” and this would be Jesus.

· Does Christ heal today?
· v 15 Testimony about accident
· Does God always heal when we pray?

In short no. Paul is very clear on this 2 Corinthians 12:8-10. However this should not stop us praying in faith. We must remember that any healing is temporary. God will completely restore believers when they die or when Christ returns. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]“Look! God’s dwelling place is now among the people, and he will dwell with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God. ‘He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death’ or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.” Revelation 21:3,4

Some sin can lead to sickness. In some cases if the sin is serious enough it can lead to death. (Acts 5:1-10).

· Are you sick at the moment but engaging in some sin? Your sickness could be a result of your sin. This is especially true of sexual sin.

“Now then, my sons, listen to me; do not turn aside from what I say. Keep to a path far from her, do not go near the door of her house, lest you lose your honor to others and your dignity to one who is cruel, lest strangers feast on your wealth and your toil enrich the house of another.
At the end of your life you will groan, when your flesh and body are spent.” Proverbs 5:8-11

v16 As Christians we have an opportunity to be spiritually healed. We can confess and repent of our sins and there is forgiveness. This is what James is saying is that there is forgiveness at the cross. One of the most important prayers is to say sorry for our sins and ask God to forgive us. 

“Therefore, my friends, I want you to know that through Jesus the forgiveness of sins is proclaimed to you. Through him everyone who believes is set free from every sin.” Acts 13:38

· Is there a specific sin in your life that you need to confess to the Lord and repent of?
· Are you holding onto a sin and living in bondage i.e. a slave to sin?

We should also be praying for one another. This is so we do not build up any any grudges or bitterness towards each other. When James is referring to confessing sins to one another, he really means that when we sin against someone we should be prompt to confess the sin to them and ask forgiveness (Matthew 18:15-18).

“We must never confess sin beyond the circle of that sin's influence. Private sin requires private confession; public sin requires public confession. It is wrong for Christians to 'hang dirty wash in public,' for such 'confessing' might do more harm than the original sin.” Weirsbe, Be Mature


v 17-18 James then gives the example of Elijah as a righteous, praying man. Elijah was human ‘just like us’. Elijah had his failings and weaknesses like the rest of us. Elijah’s prayers came from his trust and confidence in God. He is encouraging the Jewish Christian believers to pray because prayer brings results. God answers prayer. We too can pray like Elijah and see powerful results in the lives of those around us, the nation and the world.

"Prayer is powerful for only one reason. It is the means whereby we avail ourselves of the power of God.” Storms, Reaching God’s Ear 

It’s important to note that Elijah’s prayer was answered because it was in the will of God. This is a vital point. God cannot answer prayer if it is not in accordance with His will. When we pray we should be praying in line with the will of God.

“This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything according to his will, he hears us.” 1 John 5:14

When our hearts are right with God we can achieve great things for the kingdom. 

· Are your hearts right before the Lord this morning?
· Is there anything that is hindering your prayer life or your Christian walk?

Doug talked about holiness last week and we need to strive for personal holiness in our life.

“It is the faithful person, the person motivated by and oriented to faith and who is righteous in the Lord’s sight, whose prayer is effective.” McCartney, James

v 19-20 Prayer is so important for people who are struggling in the faith. So may people come to faith and then disappear out the back door. Unfortunately, churches are good at keeping up with new believers but often fail to keep those in the congregation who are struggling. Prayer is vital for friends, family members etc in order to restore them back in to fellowship with the church and with God (Luke 15, Matthew 18:10-14)). We cannot be lazy about this but we need to be praying daily for them.

· Is there anyone you know who used to go to church but does not do so anymore?
· Are you praying for them?
· When was the last time you were in contact with them?
· Are you the reason why they left?
· Does forgiveness need to take place or reconciliation?

I want challenge you to reach out to them and not to give up on them. Make a point of praying for them. Jesus loves them and wants them to be restored.

“So often when a person drifts away from active involvement in church and even from the faith, it is due to unresolved personal offense within the congregation.” Blomberg, James

“Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins.” 1 Peter 4:8

We need to be reaching out in love for those believers who are hurting or backslidden. It is not an option to forget them as though they never existed.
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