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The Gospel – What’s Next?
July 5, 2015

SPEAKER:  Todd Plotner, Elder
TEXT: 
Matthew 28:18-20 
And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.  Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you.  And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 
Acts 2: 22-47 And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers.  And awe came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were being done through the apostles.  And all who believed were together and had all things in common.  And they were selling their possessions and belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, as any had need.  And day by day, attending the temple together and breaking bread in their homes, they received their food with glad and generous hearts, praising God and having favor with all the people.  And the Lord added to their number day by day those who were being saved. 
Outline
The Early Church: “The Gospel – What’s Next?” 
1. The Apostles’ Teachings 
a. Who were the apostles?  Eyewitnesses of the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus 
a. Their Teachings  
b. Their Authority:  Confirmed with “many wonders and signs” 
c. Their Assurance  

2. The Fellowship:  Doing life together 
a. Their Unity:  “And all who believed were together and had all things in common.”  
b. Their Generosity:  “And they were selling their possessions and belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, as any had need.” 
· This was to not destroy property…but to destroy selfishness. (Matthew Henry)
c. Their Hospitality:  “…breaking bread in their homes, they received their food with glad and generous hearts.”  
d. Here are the foundational concepts for Life Groups!  Let’s do life together!

3. Worship:  “And they devoted themselves…to the breaking of bread and the prayers.”  
a. The breaking of bread:  The Lord’s Supper (Communion) – reminding us of the Good News.  
b. The prayers:  The early Church was a praying Church. 
· The FACTS model of prayer
c. “And awe came upon every soul”:  Have I lost my sense of awe in worship?  
d. “Praising God”  

4. Relationship Evangelism:  “…having favor with all the people.  And the Lord added to their number day by day those who were being saved.” 
a. Evangelism was not restricted to a certain location, circumstance, or schedule.  The Good News as visible and working in every aspect of their lives. 
b. “The Lord added to their number”:  God does the work of salvation! 

5. The Early Church:  Humble, Enthusiastic, Victorious 
a. Acts 2 illustrates God’s people living their first love! (Revelation 2:4-5)  

6. Personal application: “Where do I go from here?”    
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