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How We Should Behave Knowing that Jesus is Coming Again.
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SPEAKER:  Bill Richardson, Associate & College Ministry Pastor
TEXT:  James 5:7-12 
Main idea : Christians are to be patient and stand firm while waiting for the return of the Lord.
Intro So, by way of introduction as Christians we believe that the Lord Jesus Christ is coming back again.

v7 The Lord’s coming is near. It is even nearer now than when it was in James’ day (Phil 4:5, 1 Peter 4:7, 1 John 2:18, Revelation 22:7,12, 20). In context, James is talking to the Jewish believers asking them to be patient and to persevere under their trial of persecution from the rich oppressors. They are to wait in the knowledge that Jesus Christ is aware of their sufferings and hears their prayers and sees their anguish. 

Just as the farmer has to be patient for the harvest crop so do the believers need to be patient for the Lord Jesus Christ. A farmer cannot force the crops to grow to harvest neither can the believer force God’s hand as to know the time of Christ’s return. God the Father is the only one who knows this.

“But about that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father.  Be on guard! Be alert! You do not know when that time will come. It’s like a man going away: He leaves his house and puts his servants in charge, each with their assigned task, and tells the one at the door to keep watch.
“Therefore keep watch because you do not know when the owner of the house will come back—whether in the evening, or at midnight, or when the rooster crows, or at dawn. If he comes suddenly, do not let him find you sleeping. What I say to you, I say to everyone: ‘Watch!’ Mark 13: 32-37

Do you believe that the Lord Jesus Christ can return at any moment?
Do you live like He could return at any moment? 

Our attitude should be to ‘wait’ well. We can decide how we are to wait; we can wait and do nothing or we can wait in preparation for Christ’s return. It is a fact that is going to happen

“At that time the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish and five were wise. The foolish ones took their lamps but did not take any oil with them. The wise ones, however, took oil in jars along with their lamps. The bridegroom was a long time in coming, and they all became drowsy and fell asleep.
“At midnight the cry rang out: ‘Here’s the bridegroom! Come out to meet him!’
 “Then all the virgins woke up and trimmed their lamps. The foolish ones said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil; our lamps are going out.’
“‘No,’ they replied, ‘there may not be enough for both us and you. Instead, go to those who sell oil and buy some for yourselves.’
“But while they were on their way to buy the oil, the bridegroom arrived. The virgins who were ready went in with him to the wedding banquet. And the door was shut.
“Later the others also came. ‘Lord, Lord,’ they said, ‘open the door for us!’ “But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I don’t know you.’
 “Therefore keep watch, because you do not know the day or the hour.” Matthew 25:1-13

Are you ready for His return or are you comfortable in this world?
Are you preparing for the return of the bridegroom i.e the Lord Jesus Christ?
What do you need to be patient in while waiting for Christ’s return?

v8 “When the Lord returns, we will receive our reward at the judgment seat of Christ. In the meantime, we should be "patient" and encouraged, knowing that our reward lies ahead, as God has promised.” Constable, Notes on James

Jesus is coming soon. James is reiterating this from v7 to strengthen his point.

 “Look, I am coming soon! My reward is with me, and I will give to each person according to what they have done. Rev 22:12

Jesus is saying this as a fact. We can have absolute assurance in this as believers; it is definitely going to happen. 

James is asking the believers to stand firm in the confidence of the Lord’s return. This fact can enable them to endure and stand firm during persecution. As Christians we all have this living hope. We should long for the return of our King. It is what we should live for (Romans 13:11,12, Heb 10:25, 1 Peter 4:7).

“As the farmer waits for the crops to ripen, doing everything in his power to ensure a healthy harvest, so we also must wait, enduring patiently through hard times but also seeking every way we can to strengthen our hearts, our trust in God, and our relationship with him.” Baker, James

v9 Impatience is the opposite of patience and this can lead to ‘grumbling’ against each other. It can lead to frustration. In context it could lead the oppressed Christians to do something rash i.e. take the law into their own hands instead of allowing the Lord to avenge them. James is warning them not to take it out on their fellow believers as this would be a sin which they would be judged for. Instead they are to trust in God and His ultimate judgement on the oppressors.

This a reference to Jesus’ coming as imminent, He will be judge of the whole earth (James 4:12). No person can stop the Lord’s coming. 

“The thought of the Lord’s return is thus a warning as well as a consolation to Christians.”  Tasker, James

‘The judge is at the door’ - this suggests the nearness of the coming of Christ. He is literally at the door! (Matthew 24:33, Mark 13:29)

Responsibilities for believers while waiting for the 2nd coming:

a)  we must always be on watch. “The end of all things is near. Therefore be alert and of sober mind so that you may pray.” 1 Peter 4:7

a) we should not become apathetic or forgetful about His coming because God has not changed His plan and His promise will happen. “ But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: With the Lord a day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years are like a day. The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. Instead he is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.” 2 Peter 3:8,9

c) we must use the time we have now to prepare for the coming of the King. 
	1) we prepare by being sober. 1 Peter 4:7
	2) we prepare by giving ourselves to holiness 1 Thessalonians 3:13
	3) we prepare by working at our sin and become blameless with the help of the Spirit 1 Thessalonians 5:23
	4) we prepare by putting off the deeds of darkness and putting on the on the armor of light. Romans 13:11-14

“Men must use the time that is given to them to make themselves such that they can greet the coming of the King with joy, and without shame.” Barclay, The letter of James.

d) we should love each other deeply and share hospitality with one another. 1 Peter 4:8,9

e) we need to continue in our walk with Christ and not be ashamed. We need to stay as close to Christ as we can. 1 John 2:28

v10-11 James uses the example of Job and talks about how the prophets of old showed patience and perseverance through suffering. Here he is talking to the Jewish Christians and reminding them of the scriptures. In context, James is reminding the poor who are being oppressed that in the end they will be restored by God just as Job was. Their suffering and endurance is only for a short time but the end is the glorious reconciliation with the Lord Jesus Christ. They should still seek the Glory of God in what they say and do.

Job was determined to live by faith while facing adversity and that is the key to this example. Job persevered in the face of suffering.

How are you handling your suffering at the moment? Is it with patience, perseverance and reliance on God or are you impatient and relying on yourself?
Are you suffering patiently while waiting for the return of Christ?
 
“Job did challenge God’s justice but he never gave up and cursed God.” Blomberg, James

v12 The opposite of patience is impatience. Impatience can lead to swearing or false oaths i.e. saying things that we don’t actually mean or intend. James is teaching the Jewish Christians that using the Lord’s name to attest to the truth of a person’s speech. As Christians our words should be trusted. We should be known as people of integrity and honesty ‘Let our yes be yes and our no, no’. We should be known as people who speak the truth. Contemporary examples could be “As God is my judge” or “for heavens sake”. Oaths are completely unnecessary.

 This is similar to what Jesus says:

“But I tell you, do not swear an oath at all: either by heaven, for it is God’s throne; or by the earth, for it is his footstool; or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the Great King. And do not swear by your head, for you cannot make even one hair white or black. All you need to say is simply ‘Yes’ or ‘No’; anything beyond this comes from the evil one.” Matthew 5:34-37

“Patience will help us to avoid both the feverish speculation about the date of his return that characterizes some groups and the lack of concern shown by those with divided hearts who say that the Lord will never return”. Andria, James
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