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Through the Eyes of God
July 12, 2015

SPEAKER:  Doug Busby, Senior Pastor
TEXT: 
[bookmark: _GoBack]NIV Prov. 29:18  Where there is no revelation (or vision), the people cast off restraint; but blessed is he who keeps the law.
Isaiah 1:1-2 The vision concerning Judah and Jerusalem that Isaiah son of Amoz saw during the reigns of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz and Hezekiah, kings of Judah.
2 Hear, O heavens! Listen, O earth! For the LORD has spoken: “I raised up children and brought them up, but they have rebelled against me. 

Is. 2:1-2, 4	This is what Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem: 2 In the last days the mountain of the LORD’S temple will be established as chief among the mountains; it will be raised above the hills, and all nations will stream to it. …4  He will judge between the nations and will settle disputes for many peoples. They will beat their swords into plowshares  and their spears into pruning hooks.   Nation will not take up sword against nation, nor will they train for war anymore. 

Isaiah 5:1-2 I will sing for the one I love a song about his vineyard:  My loved one had a vineyard on a fertile hillside. 2  He dug it up and cleared it of stones and planted it with the choicest vines. He built a watchtower in it and cut out a winepress as well. Then he looked for a crop of good grapes, but it yielded only bad fruit. 

Isaiah 1: 18 “Come now, let us reason together,”
		says the LORD.
	“Though your sins are like scarlet,
		they shall be as white as snow;
	though they are red as crimson,
		they shall be like wool.
Prayer
LORD, we come to you this day, to reason together. We bring to You our sins that defile us--wanting to be free of the stain of their guilt and the power of their dominion. We want to be clothed in righteousness as white as snow.  
	We come to you for vision and revelation, so that we might not throw off godly restraint, dishonor your name, and suffer the consequences. May we see more clearly who You are and how we appear before You.   
	May we like Isaiah sing songs of our Beloved!  Grant us these requests ... In Jesus' Name ... Amen.
Vision
Of God as He is
Of us as we really are
Of the nation or people of which we are a part

When the relation changed between God and Israel 
During the time of Isaiah’s ministry
Had the relationship changed between God and the nation of the USA?
First Amendment
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.

SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED STATES
CHIEF JUSTICE ROBERTS, …, dissenting.  (p. 3 of 29 pages) 
The majority’s decision is an act of will, not legal judgment. The right it announces has no basis in the Constitution or this Court’s precedent. The majority expressly disclaims judicial “caution” and omits even a pretense of humility, openly relying on its desire to remake society according to its own “new insight” into the “nature of injustice.” 
… Just who do we think we are?
SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED STATES
CHIEF JUSTICE ROBERTS dissenting.  (29 pages) 
The majority graciously suggests that religious believers may continue to “advocate” and “teach” their views of marriage. Ante, at 27. The First Amendment guarantees, however, the freedom to “exercise” religion. Ominously, that is not a word the majority uses.  (p. 28)
Chief Justice Roberts dissenting: p. 28
Hard questions arise when people of faith exercise religion in ways that may be seen to conflict with the new right to same-sex marriage—when, for example, a religious college provides married student housing only to opposite-sex married couples, or a religious adoption agency declines to place children with same-sex married couples. Indeed, the Solicitor General candidly acknowledged that the tax exemptions of some religious institutions would be in question if they opposed same-sex marriage. See Tr. of Oral Arg. on Question 1, at 36–38. There is little doubt that these and similar questions will soon be before this Court. Unfortunately, people of faith can take no comfort in the treatment they receive from the majority today.
Several Key Points to guide us
The importance of a divine vision prophetically delivered
A true vision of what God is like: 
The heart of a Father
True worship-deserving Deity
A just Judge witnessed by Heaven and Earth
Hope despite Israel’s unfaithfulness
The central call of God– reason with God and experience snow-white cleansing

The Importance of Vision
Without Vision from God, Isaiah had no message from God to help his people.  
Isaiah himself would remain part of the problem.
Vision begins with God
The heart of a Father
Of mankind in general Gen. 1, 6
Of Israel in particular Isaiah 1
Of all those who are born again 1 Peter 
True worship-deserving Deity Isaiah 1
Empty ritual is detestable to God
Doesn’t produce care for the disadvantaged like orphans, widows, the oppressed
A just Judge witnessed by Heaven and Earth

Vision gives us Hope!
Not dependent on Israel– her unfaithfulness; nor on that of the United States!
Is. 2:1-2  This is what Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem: 2 In the last days the mountain of the LORD’S temple will be established as chief among the mountains; it will be raised above the hills, and all nations will stream to it. ...2:4  He will judge between the nations and will settle disputes for many peoples. They will beat their swords into plowshares  and their spears into pruning hooks.   Nation will not take up sword against nation, nor will they train for war anymore.
Vision gives us the call of God to join Him in glory
18 “Come now, let us reason together,”
		says the LORD.
	“Though your sins are like scarlet,
		they shall be as white as snow;
	though they are red as crimson,
		they shall be like wool.
To reason with Him and listen to Him in a divine court which brings NOT CONDEMNATION
But rather– cleansing, forgiveness, and blessing 
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