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Blessed for a Purpose
June 7, 2015

SPEAKER:  Doug Busby, Senior Pastor
TITLE:  Thinking as a Christian, Thinking as a Church
TEXT: 
John 3: 5    Jesus answered (to Nicodemus as an individual) , “I tell you (to “you” singular) the truth, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless he is born of water and the Spirit. 6 Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Phil. 1:27  Whatever happens, conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ. Then, whether I come and see you (the church of Philippi) or only hear about you in my absence, I will know that you stand firm in one spirit, contending as one man for the faith of the gospel
Praying individually and as the people of God (see the lead in  ... go into your closet....
Matt. 6:9-13    “This, then, is how you should pray:
“ ‘Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
  	your kingdom come, your will be done
		on earth as it is in heaven
Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our debts,
		as we also have forgiven our debtors.    	
And lead us not into temptation,
	but deliver us from the evil one.’
Moving from a non believer to a Christian
Matt. 5:3  “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 4  Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.  5	Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 6    Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,  for they will be filled.
More than Physical Birth
John 3:3  (Jesus told him)..., “I tell you the truth, no one can see the kingdom of God unless he is born again.’”
	 4 “How can a man be born when he is old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely he cannot enter a second time into his mother’s womb to be born!” 
5    	Jesus answered, “I tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless he is born of water and the Spirit. 6 Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. 
By Faith in God’s Son
John 3:16    	“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him.  
John 20:30   Jesus did many other miraculous signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not recorded in this book.  31 But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.
The Lord’s Supper (1 Cor. 11)
The Church
Called out and together—ekklesia
Formed into a Body– inter-related gifts
A Christ gifted Structure
Apostles and Prophets
Pastor-teachers
Gifted Servants and the gifted body 
Criteria to Identify the leadership
1 Tim 3 and Titus 1, 1 Peter 5, and Acts 6
A Call to do things decently and in order 1 Cor. 14:40
Church Constitution and Bylaws
Articles of Incorporation and Corporate Bylaws
You are invited
 
Thoughts to Ponder <--> Scriptures to apply
	What does the Lord's Supper proclaim and what does it mean to you?  How can you guard against it becoming a mere ritual?  How has your thinking changed since you were born again? Have you taken the time and effort to memorize any of the Scriptures we shared this morning?  If not, would you?  Have you used them in sharing the Gospel with others?
	How is thinking as a church different from thinking as an individual Christian?  Have you learned to think as a member of the body of Christ? Have you participated in this higher level of thinking? ... and serving?
What does the word we translate as "church" (ekklesia) mean?  What structure has Christ gifted to His church? What things do we do as a church that we do not do (or do not do as well) as individual Christians?  What structure and gifting has the risen Christ given to His church?  Have you experienced the body life of the church such that you enjoy assembling as the body of Christ? Are you connected to a local gathering of the church in which you think and serve as an expression of your being a member of the Body of Christ?
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