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TITLE:  Preparing the Heart
TEXT: 
Main idea: It is God’s desire that we prepare our hearts to seek him, to do his will, and to share our faith with others.

Main scripture: Ezra 7:10
10 For Ezra had prepared his heart to seek the Law of the LORD, and to do it, and to teach statutes and ordinances in Israel.

This description of Ezra is concise and a wonderful template for us.

Point 1:  A heart prepared to seek the Lord

God is always looking at the heart:

1 Samuel 16:7 (NKJV)
7 But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not look at his appearance or at his physical stature, because I have refused him. For the LORD does not see as man sees; [a]for man looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart.”

To prepare my heart:

· I must have an Identification:
Philippians 3:8 (NIV 84)
What is more, I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things.  I consider them rubbish, that I may gain Christ and be found in him, 

· I must have a Determination:
Joshua 24:15 (NKJV)
15 And if it seems evil to you to serve the LORD, choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether the gods which your fathers served that were on the other side of the River, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you dwell. But as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD.”
· I must have a confessed reliance upon God:
2 Peter 1:3 (NIV 84)
3 His divine power has given us everything we need for life and godliness through the knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and goodness.

Point 2: A heart prepared to obey 

John 14:15 (NASB)
15 “If you love Me, you will keep My commandments.”

Point 3: A heart prepared to share our faith
Philemon 1:6 (NIV 84)
“I pray that you may be active in sharing your faith, so that you will have a full understanding of every good thing we have in Christ.”
· Have you prepared your heart to seek the Lord?  
· Have you prepared your heart to do His will?  
· Have you prepared your heart to share your faith?
·    Does God have all there is of you?
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