[image: ]

Blessed for a Purpose
May 31, 2015

[bookmark: _GoBack]SPEAKER:  Kyle Luck, Pastor of Youth Ministries
TEXT:  Psalm 67

Central Truth: God Blesses us for his Praise among all Nations_.


Notes:

God Blesses Us (v. 1)
· The Psalmist was writing this as a prayer to sing, and called upon God to bless him. 
· It is natural to pray for God’s blessing. 
· This is quoting the priestly blessing of Numbers 6:22-26.
For His Praise (v. 2)
· The prayer isn’t just for God to bless us for our comfort, but to bless us for a purpose.
· That purpose is that he might be praised among all peoples. 
· The prayer is first that God’s saving way would be known (v. 2), then that he would be praised (v.3, 5), and then that people would rejoice in God (v. 4)
· We need to see that God loving us and blessing us for his praise is good news. 
· We sometimes miss that God’s blessing is for a purpose, and act as though its just for our comfort. 
Among All Peoples
· “All peoples” means all people groups, or ethnic groups. 
· Not all people groups are reached yet (see prayer resources)
· God is calling us to leverage his blessings for his praise amongst the unreached. 


This means all God’s blessings have a purpose in my life, and that purpose is… 
																	
																	
																	

What do I do now?

1) Be Faithful now.


2) Pray for the Unreached.


3) Give towards Pioneer missions.


4) Go, if God calls you. 


Short list of passages on God’s design to bless his people for his praise amongst all peoples:
· *Genesis 12:1-3 –– Abraham is called and blessed, so that he would be a blessing to all the nations of the earth. 
· Genesis 26:4 –– Abraham’s promise of being blessed for the nations is handed down to his son, Isaac. 
· Genesis 28:14 –– Jacob (Israel) is given the same promise again, that he will be blessed, and in his offspring all the nations will be blessed. 
· *Ezekiel 36:22-32 –– God gives grace to Israel, not for their sake alone, but for his praise among the nations. 
· Psalm 106:7-8 –– God saved his people from Egypt so that his name might be praised. 
· Isaiah 43:6-7 –– We were created for God’s glory.
· Matthew 5:16 (also 1 Peter 2:12) –– We are to do good so God gets the glory. 
· Matthew 28:18-20 –– Christ commands us to make disciples of all nations. 
· 1 Corinthians 10:31 –– We are told to do everything for God’s glory. 
· 2 Corinthians 5:14 –– Christ died for us (which is loving) so that we would live for him. 
· Ephesians 1:5-6 –– We are chosen for adoption as God’s sons, to the praise of his grace. 
· *Revelation 7:9-10 –– Someday, people from every people group on earth will worship God before the throne. 



Resources for Praying for the Unreached:
* Operation World Book, or www.operationworld.org –– Daily prayer guides for every nation. The book, which is available for viewing in the church library, is also available on Amazon. The website also contains prayer videos where you can pray along with the video and be prompted with specific prayer ideas. 
www.joshuaproject.net –– Excellent resources on the unreached people groups of the World, as well as prayer guides for every people group. 
www.imb.org/globalresearch –– Website with statistics on the unreached, as well as connections for prayer.
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