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The Resurrection of Jesus Christ: 
Transcending Doubt & Experiencing Life
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SPEAKER:  Doug Busby, Senior Pastor
[bookmark: _GoBack]TEXT:  The Resurrection of Jesus Christ: Transcending Doubt and Experiencing Life 
The Synoptic Witness
The Synoptic Gospel Writers (Matthew, Mark and Luke) and their witness to the Resurrection of Jesus Christ:  One was a disciple, Matthew:  One an interpreter of the Lead Apostle Peter, --his name was Mark.  And one a medical physician, Luke,  who became a Christian and was a missionary companion of Paul on his second and third missionary journeys.  
Miraculous events are referred to.  Angels are supernatural.  Christ's resurrection from the dead is blatantly supernatural. 

Witness of Matthew
Matt. 28:5    	The angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus, who was crucified.  6 He is not here; he has risen, just as he said. Come and see the place where he lay.  7 Then go quickly and tell his disciples: ‘He has risen from the dead and is going ahead of you into Galilee. There you will see him.’ Now I have told you.”
Mark 16
Mark 16: 2 Very early on the first day of the week, just after sunrise, they were on their way to the tomb 3 and they asked each other, “Who will roll the stone away from the entrance of the tomb?”  4 But when they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had been rolled away.  5 As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man dressed in a white robe sitting on the right side, and they were alarmed. 
6  “Don’t be alarmed,” he said. “You are looking for Jesus the Nazarene, who was crucified. He has risen!
An old written witness
Luke 
Luke 24:1   	On the first day of the week, very early in the morning, the women took the spices they had prepared and went to the tomb.  2 They found the stone rolled away from the tomb,  3 but when they entered, they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus.  4 While they were wondering about this, suddenly two men in clothes that gleamed like lightning stood beside them
Luke 24 (cont.)
.  5 In their fright the women bowed down with their faces to the ground, but the men said to them, “Why do you look for the living among the dead?  6 He is not here; he has risen! Remember how he told you, while he was still with you in Galilee:  7 ‘The Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, be crucified and on the third day be raised again.’”
Luke 24 papyrus 75
A Pastoral Prayer
Father in Heaven,
	An Apostle of Your Son Jesus Christ wrote: 
John 20:30 Jesus did many other miraculous signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not recorded in this book.  31 But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name. 
	Father, my heart is with the Apostle John this morning. May the reading of these miraculous signs and the witness of Your Holy Spirit bring people to believing faith that Jesus is the Christ and by belief in Him experience LIFE!
	I ask in Jesus' name.  Amen 
You might have come with doubts this morning
But don’t let some foolish objections get in the way of hearing divine evidence
One of those objections is– throw out the Gospels because they were written by biased people
Believing in a Risen Christ is a Big Step
There was a doubter among the twelve: you probably know his name
John 20:26-28  A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with them. Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!”
 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe.”
	Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!” 
The Emphasis of an Original Witness
1John 1:1-4 That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked at and our hands have touched—this we proclaim concerning the Word of life.  The life appeared; we have seen it and testify to it, and we proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and has appeared to us.  We proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, so that you also may have fellowship with us. And our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ.  We write this to make our joy complete. 
John was witness to the One who was LIFE
John 1: 4 In him was life, and that life was the light of men.  5 The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it.
Witness of John the Baptist
Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world
Jesus the Life of a Wedding Feast
The beginning revelation of His Glory– the life he brought to a wedding feast
Starting to see His Glory, the disciples began to center their lives around Jesus
The Revealed Way of Life
Revealed to Nicodemus who saw some of Jesus’ sign-miracles
The way?  You must be born again!
Flesh gives birth to flesh
Spirit gives birth to spirit
And the Spirit comes because God sent us His Son John 3:16 --> have everlasting LIFE
Jesus—source of Living Water
The transformed life of a burnt out lady– the woman at the well:
“If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you for a drink, you would have asked him and he would have given you living water.  
Jesus, the Bread of LIFE
What the crowds saw—
the provision of physical food done by a miracle
What the disciples saw! The Bread of Life
Definition of Life
  John 17:3  Now this is eternal life: that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent.
The Life had to experience Death
And Life had to win!!
The ancient prophecy said so  Psalm 168 	I have set the LORD always before me.
		Because he is at my right hand,
		I will not be shaken.
  	Therefore my heart is glad and my tongue rejoices;
		my body also will rest secure, 
10 	because you will not abandon me to the grave,
		nor will you let your Holy One see decay. 
Peter to a crowd willing to listen after reading them Psalm 16
Acts 2:29    	“Brothers, I can tell you confidently that the patriarch David died and was buried, and his tomb is here to this day.  30 But he was a prophet and knew that God had promised him on oath that he would place one of his descendants on his throne.  31 Seeing what was ahead, he spoke of the resurrection of the Christ, that he was not abandoned to the grave, nor did his body see decay.  32 God has raised this Jesus to life, and we are all witnesses of the fact.
Accept their Witness!
And experience LIFE!
Believe that Jesus is the Christ, raised from the dead
Believe that Jesus is your Christ, confess Him!
Be like John and let God use your words with the Scriptures to help others!

Thoughts to Ponder <----->  Scripture to Apply
How does bias play a role in accepting the reality of Jesus risen from the dead?
	With Thomas?  With the rest of the eleven?  With those who reject the resurrection?  How would you describe your bias relative to the resurrection of Christ?  Has it changed with time?  Why did John write his Gospel?
	How did Jesus affect the disciples view of "life"?  How central was the resurrection to the presentation of the Gospel that we find in the Scriptures?  Can someone be a true follower of Jesus Christ without believing in the resurrection of Christ, and in the Christ who was resurrected?  Did all the negative events that occurred after the time of the resurrection take away from the disciples' confidence in their resurrected Christ?  Do the negative events of our time bring doubts to you?  What evidences of the resurrection have you seen in believers' lives? Have you experienced the optimistic hope that the resurrection brings to Christ's followers?
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