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The Difference Between Heavenly & Earthly Wisdom
April 26, 2015

SPEAKER:  Bill Richardson, Pastor of Adult Ministries
TEXT:  James 3: 13-18
Main Idea: Christians need to show Godly wisdom and not earthly wisdom in their actions. Our works should not be motivated by envy and selfish ambition but by the fruit of the Holy Spirit.

v13 James is developing the theme from Chapter 2 regarding faith and works (James 2:14,17,22,26). He is saying that we can see how wise a person is by their works. This type of wisdom comes from the Holy Spirit and is evidenced by godly behavior, humility and leading a good life. 

“If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to you.” James 1:5

We need to be asking God for wisdom which will lead to Godly actions.

Where are you seeking your wisdom from today? Is it from the world around you or from God?
How is this affecting the way you behave?

“His works, not his words, are the acid test of his wisdom”. Hiebert, James

“The evidence of this attitude is a deliberate placing of oneself under divine authority.” Constable, Notes on James.

“Every Christian ought to seek both knowledge about God as well as practical and moral insight.” Hiebert, James

“Yielding of oneself in ready teachability and responsiveness to God’s word (James 1:21).” Stulac, James 

“It is because of him that you are in Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom from God—that is, our righteousness, holiness and redemption.” 1 Corinthians 1:30.

v 14 The world’s way is to trample over people and let no one get in your way.  Earthly or worldly wisdom follows after greed and will do anything to accomplish selfish desires. Earthly wisdom says “I want that and I will get it,” or “I am better than him” or “I could do her job better than her”. Earthly wisdom promotes self and shows no humility. It has no place in the church.

Are you harboring bitter envy in your heart? Are you envious or jealous of anyone at the moment?
Are your ambitions motivated by the Holy Spirit or by your own selfishness?
Do you serve the Lord without caring who gets the credit?

As Christians we need to confess any envy and selfish ambition and repent of it. It is boastful and arrogant.

“Those who boast of wisdom are not following God, because humility does not mark their lives.” Constable, Notes on James.

Example of King Saul. “Saul remained at Gilgal, and all the troops with him were quaking with fear. He waited seven days, the time set by Samuel; but Samuel did not come to Gilgal, and Saul’s men began to scatter. So he said, “Bring me the burnt offering and the fellowship offerings.” And Saul offered up the burnt offering. Just as he finished making the offering, Samuel arrived, and Saul went out to greet him. “What have you done?” asked Samuel. Saul replied, “When I saw that the men were scattering, and that you did not come at the set time, and that the Philistines were assembling at Mikmash, I thought, ‘Now the Philistines will come down against me at Gilgal, and I have not sought the Lord’s favor.’ So I felt compelled to offer the burnt offering.” “You have done a foolish thing,” Samuel said. “You have not kept the command the Lord your God gave you; if you had, he would have established your kingdom over Israel for all time. But now your kingdom will not endure; the Lord has sought out a man after his own heart and appointed him ruler of his people, because you have not kept the Lord’s command.” 1 Samuel 13: 7-14

If we do not operate under the direction of the Holy Spirit, there are consequences of our actions; these can be disastrous. Saul was motivated by selfish ambition which resulted in the kingdom being taken away from him.

v 15 James is saying clearly that selfish ambition and envy are ‘earthly wisdom’ and from the devil. 

This is countercultural for us in America: we are told to strive for self interest all the time, in sport, school and especially business. We see envy, greed and and self ambition being the driving force.

Earthly wisdom does not show any humility and does not recognize the influence of the Holy Spirit i.e. it is not from God and excludes God. It can be rash, vain, arrogant, conceited, boastful and harmful. Earthly wisdom shuts out God and is restricted to earth.

v16 James is saying that the end result of envy and selfish ambition is disorder and wickedness. When we put this in a church setting the results are disastrous.

“Even in Christian service, it is possible to be bitterly jealous of other workers, and to seek a prominent place for oneself.” MacDonald, Believers Bible Commentary

“When we fight for power in Christian circles, evil establishes a foothold. When we operate with worldly values, seeking our own honor and status, we even offer satan an entrance into the house of God!” Blomberg, James

This causes disorder and dysfunction in the church. Our selfish, envious actions can have poor consequences in the church and affect the ministry of God.

This type of earthly wisdom can destroy “The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy.” John 10:10

It can destroy works of God and we need to guard against earthly wisdom creeping into church life and family life. People can be hurt and divided by earthly wisdom. How many churches have suffered through self-ambition and envy? The result is disorder, and eventually a split if this is not addressed.

What kind of person are you in a church group or family setting? 
Are you known to be someone who is arrogant, bitter and harmful? 
Does everyone else need to listen and adhere to your opinion?

v17 “For God is not a God of disorder but of peace—as in all the congregations of the Lord’s people.” 1 Corinthians 14:33

This heavenly wisdom is in direct opposition to earthly wisdom. Heavenly wisdom comes from God through the Holy Spirit. James lists 8 qualities of heavenly wisdom which bear a close resemblance to the gifts of the Holy Spirit in Galatians 5 “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.”

It is pure because it comes from God and not from man. It has God’s interests and not man’s.
It is peace-loving and gentle because it strives for peace and not controversy. It is patient and not overbearing.
It is considerate of others and not envious.
It is submissive and puts others first instead of selfish ambition.
It is full of mercy, compassion and directed out of love.
It bears good fruit and is not destructive.  
It is impartial and does not show favoritism.
It is sincere and with the right motives.

With this list in mind, is there any action which you need to confess and repent of?
Have you been responsible for any kind of disorder especially within a church setting?
Perhaps you need to forgive someone who has caused upset and disorder?
(2 Timothy 1:24-26)

v18 Peace makers ‘will raise a harvest of righteousness’. In other words they will bear good fruit for the kingdom of God. Righteousness comes from peace and not strife.

[bookmark: _GoBack]“Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he sows. Whoever sows to please their flesh, from the flesh will reap destruction; whoever sows to please the Spirit, from the Spirit will reap eternal life.” Galatians 6:7,8

"To 'raise a harvest of righteousness' demands a certain kind of climate. A crop of righteousness cannot be produced in the climate of bitterness and self-seeking. Righteousness will grow only in a climate of peace.” Burdock, James

We receive Godly wisdom by praying for it (James 1:5).
We learn of God’s wisdom by studying his word and humbly accepting it and putting it into practice (James 1:21,22).
We show God’s wisdom by Godly behavior in the works that we carry out (James 3:13).
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