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Faith & Works
April 12, 2015

SPEAKER:  Bill Richardson, Pastor of Adult Ministries
TEXT:  James 2:14-26 
Main idea: True saving faith should produce good works for God. If as believers we do not do this, our faith is useless and meaningless.

“A living faith always manifests itself in deeds”  Ross, Commentary on the Epistles of James and John.

[bookmark: _GoBack]“If any of your fellow Israelites become poor and are unable to support themselves among you, help them as you would a foreigner and stranger, so they can continue to live among you”. Leviticus 25:35

v14 We have to hear God’s word and put it into practice. James is continuing the theme from 1:22

In other words there is no good if a man says he has faith but has no deeds.

Jesus said to the church in Laodicea:

“I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot. I wish you were either one or the other! So, because you are lukewarm—neither hot nor cold—I am about to spit you out of my mouth.” Rev 3:15,16 

Is your faith active today or is your faith lukewarm today?

Just to clarify that we are only saved by faith.

“People are not saved by works. And they are not saved by faith plus works. They are saved through faith alone”. MacDonald, Believers Bible Commentary

Share the example of the thief on the cross. Luke 23:39-43. The criminal was saved by faith alone “today you will be with me in paradise”.

James is saying in 14-17 that inactive faith is dead and worthless and not fitting for Christian life.

His question could be taken, “Can an inactive faith save him?” 

v15-17 James is again referring to the poor people which is a common theme in his letter. He gives a challenging example.

He is angry with the Jewish Christians because the rich believer who has the means to provide for the poor person does nothing except wish him well!! 

A contemporary example would be praying for the the victims of hurricane Sandy, wishing them well and that they would be fed and not giving them something to live on. In this case faith without deeds is useless. 

“If anyone has material possessions and sees a brother or sister in need but has no pity on them, how can the love of God be in that person? Dear children, let us not love with words or speech but with actions and in truth” 1 John 3:17-18.

“a ‘faith’ which is purely doctrinal and does not result in pious action (i.e. charity) is a dead sham, totally useless for salvation”. Davids, The Epistle of James.

With regards to helping the poor is your faith active or is it dead and useless? 
Who are the poor that you know about and how are you helping them?
When was the last time you helped a poor believer?

The poor are not just in the USA but around the world.

“ …there’s a fundamental connection between our spiritual lives and how we think about and handle money. We may try to divorce our faith and our finances, but God sees them as inseparable.” Randy Alcorn, The Treasure Principle

v18-19 Faith and works go hand in hand; they are inseparable.

“James … condemns not faith, but a hypocritical faith that fails to produce righteous behavior”. McCartney, James.

We are not working in order to be saved but because we are saved and out of love for our Savior the Lord Jesus Christ (Gal 5:6).

James and Paul actually complement each other on their ideas of faith and works.

“For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— not by works, so that no one can boast. For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.” Eph 2:8-10

So then the proper order is this: 1) we have faith in the Lord Jesus Christ which leads to 2) salvation in Him and the forgiveness of sins which should cause us to 3) do good works out of love for him which we will lead to 4) being rewarded by Christ for the good works that we have done in the name of Christ. 

“For the Son of Man is going to come in his Father’s glory with his angels, and then he will reward each person according to what they have done.” Matthew 16:27 ( Rev 22:12)

It is not enough to believe in the existence of God as even the demons know that. We must be putting our faith into action. We cannot live off of works that we have done in the past. 

What are you currently doing for the Lord Jesus Christ?
When was the last time that you were involved in any kind of ministry?
Are you living out your faith on a daily basis or are you leaving the works part for other believers?
Are you living on past glories i.e. things you did for Jesus years ago?

If we are attending church on a Sunday and not involved in any works, that is faith without works and an inactive faith which James is speaking about. 

That is just Sunday club Christianity. We are all ministers of the gospel and each of us has a responsibility before our Father in heaven. We need to be ambassadors for Christ on a daily basis.

“A Christian who has stopped living by faith, day by day, is similar to a person who has a non-functioning organ in his body. Just as the organ is dead, so the faith of such a Christian is dead—useless.” Constable, Notes on James.

v20-25 James gives two examples to back up his argument; Abraham and Rahab (Gen 15:6, Josh 2). Abraham was a Jew and Rahab was a Gentile.

The key points are in v22, and v25. In the example of Abraham,  “… his faith and his actions were working together and his faith was made complete by what he did”.

With regards to Rahab, “…she was considered righteous for what she did”. It was her faith in God combined with her actions.

“Works are the outward proof of the reality of our faith”. MacDonald Believers Bible Commentary

v26 James finishes this section by reiterating his point that he made in v14, 17 and 22. Mainly that true saving faith should produce good works for God. If as believers we do not do this, our faith is useless and meaningless. Faith and deeds go hand in hand; just like the body and the spirit.

Our lives are short, we only have a limited time to do ministry. James describes human life like a mist (James 4:14). Peter describes human life as grass withering. 

“All people are like grass, and all their glory is like the flowers of the field; the grass withers and the flowers fall,” 1 Peter 1:24

It is only a short time before we stand before the Lord Jesus Christ. We should be maximizing our time for works in His ministry.

Do you need to repent of spiritual apathy today?

I encourage you today not to have a lukewarm faith but to be active and serving God.
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