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Trials vs Temptations
February 8, 2015

SPEAKER:  Bill Richardson, Pastor of Adult Ministries
TEXT:  James 1:12-18
Main Idea: Christians should not blame God for trials or temptations but recognize that God is the source of everything good. The right way to respond through trials is to persevere; the wrong response is to let trials turn into temptations.
V12 Christians can know God’s blessing through trial. When we persevere and stay faithful to God, we need to remember that for those who persist God will reward them for their obedience. God will never leave us through trials; we never have to face it alone. We express our love to God when we persevere through trials in a Godly manner. We bring glory to God when we persevere through a trial.
Is God asking you to persevere through a trial at the moment?
We may never see the reward for the trial while we are alive but may only see it when we are with Christ.
Links back in to James 1:2-4.
The prize is eternal life for Christians (Revelation 2:10). This is not a blind hope but a certainty for all true believers; now and in the future. God’s promises will always come true.
 Paul’s example of perseverance.
“Therefore, in order to keep me from becoming conceited, I was given a thorn in my flesh, a messenger of Satan, to torment me. Three times I pleaded with the Lord to take it away from me. But he said to me, ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” 2 Cor 12:7-9
His grace is sufficient for any trial.
Now James shifts from talking about Godly trials to temptations.
V13 Do we blame God for the temptation? 
Suffering may either be a test to pass or it may turn into a temptation to sin.
Temptation comes from 3 sources; the world, the flesh which James speaks about and the devil.
The Lord’s temptation (Mark 1:13) came from the devil. Peter’s temptation (Luke 22:31) came from the devil.
ESV study bible. “Since God cannot be tempted with evil, and he is unreservedly good, he would never entice human beings to sin or seek to harm their faith.” 
God clearly does not tempt anyone and never leads us into temptation. In the Lord’s prayer Jesus tells us to pray “and lead us not in to temptation but deliver us from evil”. He is not a Father who sets you up to fail in your Christian walk. On the contrary, Paul says:
“No temptation has overtaken you except what is common to mankind. And God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you are tempted he will also provide a way out so that you can endure it”. 1 Cor 10:13
What temptation are you facing at the moment? 
What temptation are you struggling with?
What is the way out from the temptation?
To clarify then, God allows tests to come to us with regards our faith but will never tempt us to commit evil. God cannot be tempted by evil. Temptation is not a sin. Giving in to temptation is a sin.
V14 If we do fall into sin we cannot blame God; we have only ourselves to blame. The desires come from us. There is nothing in God that responds to sin.
Each of us is tempted in different ways. What is a temptation to one person may not be a temptation to another. What is important to note is that we are all tempted.
‘Evil desires’ – this does not just refer to sexual desires, but the many different forms a temptation can take.
V15 Temptations always start in the mind as thoughts. We are not helpless when temptations come. 
We have the choice to get rid of theses thoughts or entertain them.
This is a daily battle that we are all engaged in.
Temptations work against spiritual growth in our life; they are opposite.
If we choose to entertain these sinful thoughts then there is a progression. 
Thoughts form into an idea. If these are not dealt with, they cause us to sin i.e. the carrying out of the idea. The sin develops and leads to death which is spiritual separation from God.
What sin are you involved with at the moment?
What sin have you let develop?
What sin do you need to repent of?
If we don’t take any measures to stop the decline it will result in us as believers being spiritually separated from God. Our sin causes a barrier between us and God. It needs to be confessed and repented of immediately in order for our relationship with God to be restored to what it should be. 
 “We demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ.” 2 Cor 10:5
Note that spiritual death is the opposite of what James is talking about in verse 12.
For an unbeliever, if they never repent of their sin they will be permanently separated from God when they die. This means eternal separation in hell without Christ. This is what is meant by the unforgivable sin.
V16 James is saying as a warning “Do not allow yourselves to be deceived”. We need to be on our guard constantly against sin. God is not the tempter and we must refrain from blaming him when we give in to temptation. We always have free choice when it comes to sin; God has not made us robots.
 “Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he sows. Whoever sows to please their flesh, from the flesh will reap destruction; whoever sows to please the Spirit, from the Spirit will reap eternal life”. Gal 6:7-8
Are you sowing a sinful life or a life that pleases the Holy Spirit?
What does a life that “sows to please the Spirit” look like?
V17 Every good gift comes from above. God has blessed us with many gifts (Eph 1:3). He is the source of all good gifts and they are perfect. He does not give bad gifts and certainly not temptations to sin.
‘Father of lights’ refers to God as creator of heaven and earth and the stars and planets. His character is unchangeable.
V 18 God chose us by his own free will. It is by grace that we are saved.
New Birth – John 3:3 “Jesus replied, ‘Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born again”. 
Do you have that new birth with Christ?
This is the greatest of God’s good gifts i.e. being born again and having new life in Christ.
Commentary suggests that the ‘word of truth’ probably refers to the gospel message by which people are saved i.e. Christ’s birth, death and resurrection. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The firstfruits would refer to those early Christians who believed the word of truth. The firstfruits were also followed by the harvest. We as believers are all fruit of the harvest which has stemmed from the firstfruits.
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