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Hearing & Acting on the Word of God
February 22, 2015

SPEAKER:  Bill Richardson, Pastor of Adult Ministries
TEXT:  James 1:19-27
Main Idea Christians should respond to God’s word by being quick to listen, slow to become angry and slow to speak. In caring for orphans and widows in our mist, we are putting the word of God into practice.
V19 As Christians we need to be quick to listen, slow to speak i.e. there should be a pause and hesitation to speak back so we can think about what we are saying and slow to become angry. 
‘Quick to listen’ in context is quick to listen to the word of God (v18). We should be quick to hear the word of God and put it into practice (v22).
Anger should not control our responses and especially if we have failed to listen. Anger is not the right response to a trial (Proverbs 13:13, 15:1, Ecclesiastes 5:1-2, 7:9).
“A gentle answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up anger “ Proverbs 15:1
The great talker is rarely a great listener, and never is the ear more firmly closed than when anger takes over." Motyer The Message of James
“Rash and reckless speech is prone to wound; it is likely to provoke animosity” Hiebert The Epistle of James
Are you a good listener? Do you react to someone with an outburst of anger or is your response measured and thoughtful?
V20 Anger does not bring out the best response in people. It makes them defensive and hurt. Anger brings out anger in other people. Anger does not bring out righteousness that God desires in ourselves and also can hinder the advancement of the gospel.
V21 James is telling his readers to put off all dirtiness and wickedness because this is detrimental to Christian character. This is referring to moral failures i.e. “spiritual stains on our souls”, Moo. 
“Now Joshua was dressed in filthy clothes as he stood before the angel. The angel said to those who were standing before him, ‘Take off his filthy clothes. Then he said to Joshua, ‘See, I have taken away your sin, and I will put fine garments on you.” Zechariah 3:3-4

As Christians we need to strive to remove them from our life. This comes from humbling ourselves before God just as Christ humbled Himself on the cross at Calvary.
Are you ridding yourself of all moral filthiness in your life?
Are you taking active steps to remove the sin in your life?
“And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to death –even death on a cross!” Philippians 2:8 
We need to humble ourselves before the word of God and receive it
‘planted’ This would refer to the message of the gospel which the Holy Spirit planted in us (v18) as we received salvation.
‘Which can save you’ The word starts off with the gospel message but continues to save us on our Christian walk until we are united with Christ (1 Corinthians 1:18, 2 Corinthians 3:18).
We need to continually receive and act upon the word of God. (Acts 17:11 example of Bereans, 1Peter 2:1-2) “Now the Berean Jews were of more noble character than those in Thessalonica, for they received the message with great eagerness and examined the Scriptures every day to see if what Paul said was true.” Acts 17:11
Is the Bible the guidebook for your life?
Is it something you just read for the sake of it or is it something you apply to your life and live by?
V22 This is one of the key verses in James. He was telling the Jewish Christians to act upon the word and not just listen to it. Action needs to become a way of life for them as it should be for us in order that we are obeying God’s commands through his written word (Matthew 7:24-27, Luke 8:21, 11:28, Romans 2:13-16, Ezekiel 33: 31-32).
He replied, ‘Blessed rather are those who hear the word of God and obey it.’ Luke 11:28
 “There must be a deep desire to hear the word of God speaking to us and an unquestioning willingness to do whatever He says.” MacDonald Believers Bible Commentary
Christ’s blessing does not come from studying or listening to the word but from actually doing it by faith on a continual basis; not just a one off.
Some people may have listened to the word for many years but might have never acted on it.
Is there something in the word of God which you need to be obeying today? 
Are you merely listening to the word and forgetting about it? Is it a case of in one ear and out the other? 
V 23-24 If the mirror shows you to have a dirty face then you should act on it and wash! However, if you go away after looking intently and do nothing, you still have a dirty face and the mirror has no benefit. The man looking at the mirror gets no benefit from looking in the mirror; it has no effect on him and is a pointless exercise and a waste of time. If we are reading or listening to the word of God but not doing it, similarly it has no effect on us and we do not benefit from it. There is no gain in spiritual maturity and we are wasting our time.
We need to be aware of this. Are we casually reading the bible to fill in time or do we expect God to speak to us so we act on it? Are we reading the Bible for the sake of it or out of a sense of duty or are we allowing the Holy Spirit to apply it to our lives?
V25 Again, the blessing comes from listening to the word and doing it. If we read the Bible or listen to a sermon then just forget it then we are no better off than from before we read it. The blessing comes from understanding the word of God and applying it to our lives. This aspect of doing brings freedom to us because we are responding to truth. Galatians 5:1; 6:2
“It is a law "of liberty" because, by obeying it, we find true liberty from sin and its consequences (i.e., real life)”. Constable Notes on James
We need to be looking intently at the Bible with intense interest and attention on a daily basis. We need to respond to the Father’s will for us out of our love for him not out of duty. We need to become doers of righteousness.
 “If you love me, keep my commands” John 14:15. We love Christ when we are obeying his commands. 
How is your Bible reading? Are you obeying or disobeying Jesus’ commands?
V26 James is expanding on v19 ‘slow to speak’ and we will closer at it in chapter 3. He is indicating a Christian is someone who should keep a reign on their tongue. In other words if you claim to be religious and are known for angry, aggressive speech then you are deceiving yourself and you are not being a good example of Christ. We are to remember that as Christians we are Christ-like ones. Our speech should be seasoned with grace (2 Corinthians 6:7, 2 Corinthians 8:7, 1 Peter 3:10).
“Don’t let anyone look down on you because you are young, but set an example for the believers in speech, in conduct, in love, in faith and in purity.”  1 Timothy 4:12
If we do not have self-control, then our religion is worthless and we deceive ourselves.
“a passive religion, an inactive religion .... is worthless and void”. McCartney James
V27 The opposite of worthless religion is being a doer of righteousness. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]“Religious obedience is involving outward service as well as self-control”. Hiebert The Epistle of James
 James gives the example of looking after widows and orphans and keeping yourself unpolluted by the world. In his day, these would have represented the socially poor.
What is the Holy Spirit challenging you to do for the kingdom this morning? How can you be a doer of the word?
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