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Trials of Many Kinds
February 1, 2015

[bookmark: _GoBack]SPEAKER:  Bill Richardson, Pastor of Adult Ministries
TEXT:  James 1:1-11
V1 Even though he is the half brother he still calls himself a slave of God and to Christ. A slave is owned by their master and James is saying that he is owned by Jesus Christ. He is a servant to Jesus Christ and is being modest about himself. James mentions both God and Jesus showing that they are both equal. This was important for Jewish Christians.
Discuss in your groups what it means to be a “servant of Christ” 
(Old Test reference of the suffering servant Isa 52:13-53:12)
V2 What are the trials?  Holy trials sent from God. God shapes believers through trials “... of many kinds”. These would include trials from within i.e. temptation and trials from without i.e. situation.
What kind of trials have you faced in your life?
What kind of trials are you going through just now?
Why should we consider trials “pure joy”?
What is the basis for our joy.  
These trials test our faith. As a Christian we are told that we will suffer and have many problems. We suffer because Christ suffered and He is our ultimate example. Why should we be any different? Matthew 5:11-12. Trials make us more dependent on God. This is different from prosperity gospel teaching. 
What does the prosperity gospel promote?
We may not understand our trials in this life but we will in eternity. God’s grace is sufficient in our trials.
Just to clarify, it does not mean having ‘artificial Christian smiles’ through these trials. Joy is being content in every situation knowing that God loves you and calls you a child of God. 
WE ARE NOT TO SEEK OUT TRIALS. They will come our way naturally and we are to expect them 
Our Joy is that because we believe in Christ he will never leave us or forsake us during these trials. As true believers in Christ we always have the presence of the Holy Spirit with us. (Matthew 28:20)
Share an example of a trial where you felt the peace of Christ and the help of the Holy Spirit.
V3 Read Romans 5:2, 3 “And we boast in the hope of the glory of God. Not only so, but we also glory in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance; perseverance, character; and character, hope”. 
God tests us. As children of God and heirs with Christ we are to expect testing. In fact we cannot escape them. It is wrong for us to rebel against them and this is the wrong attitude. He does this so we will bring glory and honour to his name when we are mature believers. God wants us to be dependant on him throughout every area of our life. It is in the storms of life that you see what the true character of a person is like.
Has there ever been a trial which you have not handled correctly e.g. maybe going through it in your own strength?
What did you learn from your mistakes?
V4 Testing produces maturity in the faith. To be tested or proved, requires much patience. It is to get to the point where we say “God, I cannot do this in my own strength. I need your help”. 
William Macdonald puts it like this, “Peace comes through submission to the will of God”.
Discuss how easy or difficult is it to hand our trials over to God.
We can strive for maturity in this life but we will not be perfect until we die or Christ returns.
V5 When we are asking God for wisdom we are showing our dependency on him. We are submitting to Him and he will speak to us through the Holy Spirit and the bible. We all need wisdom at some point.
How is your prayer life through trials?
How is your bible reading through trials?
 By not reading his word we are relying on our own wisdom; same with prayer. If we are not seeking God’s wisdom we will just use our own wisdom or that of someone else’s. God does use other people to help us but he expects us to come to him and cry Abba Father. He wants to help us.
Spiritual wisdom will help us stand throughout the trials of life. God grants us wisdom by his grace; even when we don’t deserve it. It is important to note that God does not criticize us when we ask; he doesn’t find fault. He has a loving nature and wants to help us. 
When we ask for wisdom God will give it for the particular trial we are enduring; in other words, it is how God would have us live.
V6 We are not to doubt! As believers in God we are to do just that – believe in him for wisdom! By FAITH that he will do it. Faith is essential to prayer.
Like a wave... an example would be: one minute saying God is great he answers my prayer combined with He is not real or he does not care! It is changing between faith and scepticism.
Does God always deliver us from trials?
Did God deliver Christ from His trial? (Matth 26:36-45)
V7-8 This type of prayer shows no confidence or trust in God. This person would be more steered by their own feelings or circumstances rather than trusting in God. God cannot answer because first of all this type of person needs to understand the character of God.
Nominal Christians can be like this. People who say they are Christians yet refuse to let God work in daily life or plans.
Trust in the LORD with all your heart
    and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways submit to him,
    and he will make your paths straight. Proverbs 3:5,6
This proverb is the opposite to the state of mind of the unstable person i.e. like the waves. This is the correct attitude to have regarding prayer and wisdom.
What do you not trust God with today? Is there an area of your life that you are trying to go through on your own?
V9 James is talking about believers who are poor. Perhaps your trial is that you are in humble circumstances. How can we take pride in this? It is because of the riches that we have in Christ (Eph 1). We are a child of God and a co heir with Christ.
“Now if we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory”. Romans 8:17
V10 -11 It doesn’t matter how rich we are materially, it will all pass away. The Egyptian Pharaohs tried to take their wealth with them only for it to be dug up and stolen. 
Rich or poor we still die, it is inevitable. Heavenly riches will never spoil or fade. The Sun and scorching heat cannot alter any spiritual riches. We should not take pride in material possessions but in Christ alone.
Trials are only temporary. When we die we will never face another trial because our faith is complete and mature. We will be with Christ forever!
“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moths and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moths and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. Matt 6:19-21
"Speaking of his friend, a poor Christian, a wealthy unbeliever remarked, 'When I die, I shall leave my riches. When he dies he will go to his.'" James Adamson
What are you building in your life? What are you investing in?
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