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Israel & the Saul they Chose
January 25, 2015

SPEAKER:  Doug Busby, Senior Pastor
[bookmark: _GoBack]Title: Kings in Contrast
Israel and the Saul they Chose
Israel and the King God Chose for The  &

Scriptures: Made to Rule Gen. 1:26-27
Gen. 1:26   Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, and over all the creatures that move along the ground.”
Only under God’s Rule
Gen. 3: 5 “For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.”
Anarchy is deadly
Judg. 21:25 In those days there was no king in Israel: every man did that which was right in his own eyes.
Not just any king for the people of God
1Sam. 8:4    	So all the elders of Israel gathered together and came to Samuel at Ramah.  5 They said to him, “You are old, and your sons do not walk in your ways; now appoint a king to lead us, such as all the other nations have.”
A King after God’s Heart
1Sam. 13: 14 ... the LORD has sought out a man after his own heart and appointed him leader of his people, 
The Gospel, the Kingdom of God, and the Perfect King
Mark 1:14 Jesus went into Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God.  15 “The time has come,” he said. “The kingdom of God is near. Repent and believe the good news!”
Prayer
O Father in Heaven,
	May we hunger and desire the King you have given us to be our Ruler, even Jesus Christ.  Help us to see Him in the Glory of Who He is, and how He deserves to be our King.  Help us follow those He has qualified to be leaders in His Church as they follow Him.
	In Jesus' Name,   Amen
First point.  We were created in the Image of God to rule 
to rule over that which God placed under us.
Gen. 1:26   Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, and over all the creatures that move along the ground.”
Our Kingship was always meant to be Under God's Kingship 
The temptation was to do what was forbidden-- to take kingship out from under God.
The signs of death were immediate--immediately we felt uncomfortable with God, immediately they/we tried to hide from Him
The history of perversion and violence began immediately:  Cain killed Abel Gen. 4;  
Gen. 6 The thoughts of mankind were only evil all the time and it grieved God that he made man

	Do you remember the times you kind of hid from God?  Acted as if He couldn't really see your evil ... tried to blame your wrong doing on others?  I remember that from my childhood days.  I was alienated from God!

Man needs to be under rule!  Anarchy is deadly 
From Scripture  Judg. 21:25 In those days there was no king in Israel: every man did that which was right in his own eyes.
From history of nations, individuals and even children
	Somalia, Yemen (Bk. The Insanity of God)

Request for the Wrong Kind of King
Not to be led like all the other nations, peoples … called to be different
But their request: “now appoint a king to lead us, such as all the other nations have.” ...
The Pattern of Samuel
Continued prayer—
That God would get their attention
Ready to have a gentle but firm exhortation
The King that God Chose
13: 14 But now (Saul,) your kingdom will not endure; the LORD has sought out a man after his own heart and appointed him leader of his people, because you have not kept the LORD’S command.”
Kings in Contrast: Saul and David
A pattern of trusting God from youth
Decisions based on God’s faithfulness
Means of motivation
Desire to worship God
Careful Obedience
Preoccupied with God’s glory rather than his own
Handling of discipline
The Gospel of God’s King 
Not even David qualified!
Christ, and then, those who follow
An inspiring example—Bruno DeLeeuw

Thoughts to Ponder <---> Scripture to Apply
How do you feel about relating to Christ as your King? (Romans 10:9-10) Can you remember kind of "seeking to hide" from Him? How does the book of Judges illustrate what happens when people have no king?  What happens in nations where anarchy prevails?  What kind of king was Israel looking for? How does Samuel provide a godly pattern for Christians whose children have not received the King God has for them? Contrast Saul and David as kings?  What can we learn from the accounts given us in Scripture?  How did Saul deal with the discipline and correction of God?  How do we handle the statement of Scripture that says that an evil spirit from God affected Saul? How could that actually have been an act of grace to Saul?
How would you describe Jesus Christ and what role has your description played in your Christian life?

Notes:  Saul and David

Saul did not learn to seek God or trust in God in his youth.  His assistant was the one who came up with the idea of going to ask where the missing donkey of his father was.

David had learned to trust in God when he was all alone tending the sheep of his father.


Saul, who would take the sacrifice into his own hand

Saul made decisions based on projections that God would not come through and from fearing the actions of the people 1 Sam 13
David faced Goliath believing that God would come through even though from a human point of view, the odds were against him.  In God's name, David took down Goliath.

Saul made rash vows to motivate his men: 1Sam. 14:24    	Now the men of Israel were in distress that day, because Saul had bound the people under an oath, saying, “Cursed be any man who eats food before evening comes, before I have avenged myself on my enemies!” So none of the troops tasted food.
David went out and led the men--

Saul was slow to worship God: 1Samuel 14:  35 Then Saul built an altar to the LORD; it was the first time he had done this. Saul was preoccupied with his own honor and glory.
David was quick to worship God and led Israel in worshipping God. The whole book of Psalms-- and it was honest worship!  When David was weak, when he was angry, when he felt God was slow to answer his prayers, he prayed anyway, and let God show him how good He had been to David in the past.

Saul was not "all bad" as a leader, 1 Samuel 14: 48 He fought valiantly and defeated the Amalekites, delivering Israel from the hands of those who had plundered them.

Saul was not careful to carry out God's commands as given 1 Samuel 15: 3 compare vs. 9-10  9 But Saul and the army spared Agag and the best of the sheep and cattle, the fat calves and lambs—everything that was good. These they were unwilling to destroy completely, but everything that was despised and weak they totally destroyed. 

Saul turned away from God in the flow of life, David turned towards Him.
1Sam. 15:10 	Then the word of the LORD came to Samuel:  11 “I am grieved that I have made Saul king, because he has turned away from me and has not carried out my instructions.”

Saul was preoccupied with his own glory.
	1Sam. 15:12    	Early in the morning Samuel got up and went to meet Saul, but he was told, “Saul has gone to Carmel. There he has set up a monument in his own honor and has turned and gone on down to Gilgal.”

Saul lied to Samuel about carrying out the Lord's Instructions
	1Sam. 15:13	When Samuel reached him, Saul said, “The LORD bless you! I have carried out the LORD’S instructions.” even when the evidence of captured and un-killed livestock was filling his ears.
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