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Israel & the Saul they Chose
January 11, 2015

SPEAKER:  Doug Busby, Senior Pastor
[bookmark: _GoBack]Scripture-- under the Old Covenant
1Sam. 8:4 So all the elders of Israel gathered together and came to Samuel at Ramah.  5 They said to him, “You are old, and your sons do not walk in your ways; now appoint a king to lead us, such as all the other nations have.” 
Scripture-- under the New Covenant
Romans 12: 2 Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.
Interpretive note
1 Cor. 10:6, 11 ("These things" refer to the stories of the evil that Israel did and the resultant consequences that came upon Israel under the Old Covenant that are now given to us in Holy Scripture who are under the New Covenant)
Importance of OT Accounts to NT Life
1Cor. 10:6    	Now these things occurred as examples to keep us (under the New Covenant) from setting our hearts on evil things as they did. 
1Cor. 10:11    	These things happened to them as examples and were written down as warnings for us (under the New Covenant), on whom the fulfillment of the ages has come.
Prayer
Father in Heaven
	Deliver us from the desire to be like others who do not walk in Your ways.  Rescue us from the pattern of this world.  Through the enabling of Your Holy Spirit, renew our minds with the teaching of the Scriptures.  Grant us to test and approve of Your good, pleasing and perfect will!
	In Christ our Lord,   Amen.
The Relevance of the OT Accounts
1Cor. 10:11    	These things happened to them as examples and were written down as warnings for us (under the New Covenant), on whom the fulfillment of the ages has come.
Evidently we need warnings
2/3 rds  of these warnings were with Israel relating to the pagan peoples… idolatry and sexual immorality
Israel was in Transition
They were at the end of Samuel’s ministry
They were at the end of the time of the judges
What are the transition points in our lives where we chose our leader?

Requests to be like the nations
Is an individual problem
We all have to deal with desires to imitate bad people beginning from childhood and youth (see Prov. 1)
But it also a group issue
For the nation of Israel
Perhaps for these United States
Definitely for the Church(es)
We can make our requests sound spiritual when they are not
Samuel was getting old (True)
Samuel’s sons were not doing well (Also True)
From that basis they asked for a king like all the other nations had
They could have asked God for help to raise up another leader which He had done over and over again when Israel was in trouble
Our focus on the faults of God’s people could be a smokescreen for our own unholy requests and decisions
But God would expose the thoughts and intents of our hearts … to save us from bad choices

God can grant our unholy requests!
That should “scare you” because of where your requests may take you.
But God would have them know some of the consequences.  And part of the way we know these consequences is from reading these OT accounts!
Godly leaders can feel falsely rejected
Samuel, they have not rejected you but Me (God)
Their disobedience was not Samuel’s fault
God’s Kindness was Still Pursuing them
The prophesied storm at harvest was so they would recognize the sinfulness of their request and realign themselves with God
God had a king after His own heart he was grooming to lead them in a good way


image1.jpeg
“Evangelical “Free Church

of the Palouse





ey 1305

T e e e




