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The King who Missed Christmas & the Wise Men who Didn’t
December 14, 2014

SPEAKER:  Doug Busby, Senior Pastor
Scripture Matthew 2:1-12
Matt. 2:1   	After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi from the east came to Jerusalem 2 and asked, “Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star in the east and have come to worship him.”   3  When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him.  4 When he had called together all the people’s chief priests and teachers of the law, he asked them where the Christ was to be born.  5 “In Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for this is what the prophet has written: 
Matthew 2: 6 (From Micah 5:2)
 “ ‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
	for out of you will come a ruler
who will be the shepherd of my people Israel.’’” 
7  Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact time the star had appeared.  8 He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and make a careful search for the child. As soon as you find him, report to me, so that I too may go and worship him.” 9  After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had seen in the east went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child was.  10 When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. 
11 On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold and of incense and of myrrh.  12 And having been warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they returned to their country by another route. 
Prayer
Father in Heaven,
	Help us to see the gracious Gift of Christmas with true eyesight.  In your grace, may we all receive it!
In the name of Your Son,  Amen. 

Sense the Excitement for Christmas
Something extremely important has happened
And you don't want to miss it
Our excitement and preparation
God's Preparation
Angels announce
Two Important Accounts to Prepare Us
1. The king who missed Christmas
2. The Wise Men who didn’t
Herod Family Tree Simplified

Herod the Ruler Architect
Temple Foundation Stone This ashlar stone is one of four stones that create what is called the Master Course. This stone is 41 feet long and weighs 570-630 tons. It is 15 feet wide and 11.5 high. The largest of the Master Course Stones here is 44 feet. 

Herod the Ruler Architect
Besides the Temple, the Herodium, his burial mountain structure, and it is bigger!
 
Herod desperately needed Christmas!
His sin problem was visible
Hated his wife Miriame– how know?
Killed her (Josephus- Antiquities Bk. XV, Ch VII, sect’n 2 through 5)
Paranoid of his sons wanting the throne
Killed two of his sons her (Josephus- Antiquities Bk. XVI, Ch 11, sect’n 1 through 7)
Local proverb “better [safer] to be a pig than a son of Herod!]
But he was threatened by Christmas
Because he wanted to be the King!  So badly that he committed a heinous atrocity—the execution of all babies 2 years and younger in Bethlehem  Mt. 2: 16-18
Jesus was born to be the Christ, God’s Anointed King over all in his kingdom
The Gospel “Good News” was that the kingdom of God was at hand
And we face the same issue

But the Wise Men experienced Christmas
They heard the Christ was coming--how?
Associated it with a new extraordinary star
They moved into action: risked danger and riches
They were led to the place and understanding of the Scriptures--and they believed and followed
They came ready to render him their worship and obedience--they bowed before him
and they experienced Christmas! 
Experiencing Christmas
What must we do?
Hear the Good News of His Coming
Drink in—Who He was & is, and what He did as described in Holy Scripture
Confess that He is Lord (King!) and hence follow Him
Believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead (the death he died for your sins) Romans 10:9-10
	And Christmas is YOURS!!!!

Thoughts to Ponder <---> Scriptures to Apply
	What things in the past have hindered you from the joy of Christmas?  What prevented King Herod from experiencing Christmas?  Do we all face a collision of rulership when it comes to experiencing Christmas? (see Romans 10:9-10).  
	What factors in the Magi showed that they were "prepared for Christmas"?  How many of those can you personally relate to?  Does inconvenient location keep you from the worship of Christ?  How do you show how you value God's Christ? Are there hints of how God can get needed information to people who live far from where the Christmas story is accessible?  Have you ever shared the Christmas story with others? Your children? Grandchildren?  
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