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Q&A: Growing in our Faith, Strengthened in our Witness
November 23, 2014

SPEAKER:  Doug Busby, Senior Pastor
Opening Scripture
[bookmark: _GoBack]Matt. 7:7  “Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you. 8 For everyone who asks receives; he who seeks finds; and to him who knocks, the door will be opened.
Prayer 
Dear Father, 
	Grant us the wisdom to bring our life questions to You and find Your answers. Grant us the humility to accept Your answers as better than our own, knowing that your ways are higher than ours, higher than the heavens are above the earth.  Give us strength by Your Holy Spirit to live out those answers to Your Glory.
	In Jesus' Name   	Amen
Q & A a much used method of discipleship and evangelism 
A Questionable approach to a sermon?
“Ask” used 296 times (NIV) in NT
A very important aspect of growing in your faith and increasing in witness
A Specific Command to be ready for Q & A
1Pet. 3:15 But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect,
Though a perfect answer does not guarantee acceptance of it!
Q & A #1   "Why do we celebrate Christmas and Easter when the early church wanted no part if these seasonal celebrations?" 
Recalibrating the question with more accurate history
The Herald-Angels started the celebration
That the 25th of Dec. was a pagan festival demonstrates wisdom not mistake
Knowing the exact date of Jesus birth not necessary!
Choosing special events to trumpet God’s Glory to our children, to our fellow believers, to our society makes great sense.
Let Christmas affect your gift giving
Q & A #2  "Should we observe the feasts that God commanded? (Jesus did not do away with the Law) " 
But he did fulfill and hence change what was to observe… Matt. 5:17 “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them. 
Col. 2:16    	Therefore do not let anyone judge you by what you eat or drink, or with regard to a religious festival, a New Moon celebration or a Sabbath day. 17 These are a shadow of the things that were to come; the reality, however, is found in Christ. 

Q & A #3  "How do we keep the Sabbath holy?" "Why don't we keep the sabbath without work, since it was one of the Ten Commandments?  [Is it ] because if we kept it the way the Israelites were supposed to, we wouldn't go out to eat on Sunday or anything because that would mean someone would have to work. " 

Observe– the Sabbath is a different kind of commandment
Not the same kind of absolute: priests worked on them, animal rescuers pulled sheep out of pits they had fallen in, healing was a God-ordained exception, military (see Battle of Jericho)—God’s plan marching around Jericho for 7 days
Jesus is Lord of Sabbath
Sabbath: the rhythm of rest
The Sabbath was made for our blessing of rest and helps prevent a certain brand of idolatry Exodus 20 and Numbers 15:32
t∞™D;bAv  BDB (Accordance) n.f. m. (under infl. of Mwøy in freq. ’vAh Mwøy) Sabbath  It comes from the verb that means rest, ceasing from labor.
Q & A #4  How to talk about homosexuality and say "No, it isn't right."  Some say you are born that way-- is that so? The best way to approach gay/lesbian issues with non Christians
The Approach: Spiritually hot war zone
Recognize that it is, and prepare– some issues require greater spiritual preparation! (see Mark 9:17-29) Arrest and oppressive fines have already been threatened in Houston & Coeur D’Alene
So pray
Short answers are not always the best! (see Jesus on taxes to caesar; matter of divorce for any reason) If you cannot “frame the answer” it might not be the right time to give the answer (Jesus and the baptism of John)
Know the Relevant Scriptures and their contexts
God’s definition of marriage is based on the created differences between a man and a woman (Gen. 2:24; 2: 18-23). 
Be ready to see nature’s witness to these differences: Observed genetic diffs: brain wiring differences, differences in communication, differences in raising children and incarceration rates—differences they can and have observed or know about,
False Arguments
Jesus never condemned gay marriage—but Jesus reaffirmed the Gen. 2:24 definition of marriage based on gender differences
Nowhere is scripture is there a definition of Gay marriage
Same sex covenants without sex were highly valued (David & Jonathan)
Direct Scripture OT: Leviticus 18:22 ‘Do not lie with a man as one lies with a woman; that is detestable. …29 .  29  “ ‘Everyone who does any of these detestable things—such persons must be cut off from their people.
NT Scripture   NT: Rom. 1:24    	Therefore God gave them over in the sinful desires of their hearts to sexual impurity for the degrading of their bodies with one another.  25 They exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshiped and served created things rather than the Creator—who is forever praised. Amen. 
26  Because of this, God gave them over to shameful lusts. Even their women exchanged natural relations for unnatural ones.  27 In the same way the men also abandoned natural relations with women and were inflamed with lust for one another. Men committed indecent acts with other men, and received in themselves the due penalty for their perversion.
Hostile Questions   Godly Answers
Are you as an evangelical Christian “homophobic”.
Answer– “no, we are ‘homo-agapic’, called to treat all as created in the image of God.
See the book by Rosaria Butterfield, Secret Thoughts of an Unlikely Convert
Some people are gay/lesbian from birth so why should God or you condemn them?
We are all in a fallen world with tendencies to sin in our very bodies.  But we are to overcome them. (see anger, addiction to drugs and alcohol … )
Secondly, there is currently no evidence of this from genetics
… More understandings
Same sex covenantal relationships without sex have Biblical precedent.
David and Jonathan
Sexual union outside God-defined marriage is sin.
Heterosexual sin is addressed far more often than the gay issue
But sexual sin is more severe than other kinds of sin … 1Cor. 6:18    	Flee from sexual immorality. All other sins a man commits are outside his body, but he who sins sexually sins against his own body. 
Goals
Seek their salvation, not their damnation
Pray for our nation—
Our values are too often reversed– when good is considered evil and evil is considered good : 
Is. 5:20 Woe to those who call evil good
		and good evil,
	who put darkness for light
		and light for darkness,
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