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Ruth: Beams of Light in a Dark Age
November 16, 2014

SPEAKER:  Doug Busby, Senior Pastor
Scripture-- Ruth1: 1-5
Ruth 1:1 In the days when the judges ruled, there was a famine in the land, and a man from Bethlehem in Judah, together with his wife and two sons, went to live for a while in the country of Moab  2 The man’s name was Elimelech, his wife’s name Naomi, and the names of his two sons were Mahlon and Kilion. They were Ephrathites from Bethlehem, Judah. And they went to Moab and lived there. 
3 Now Elimelech, Naomi’s husband, died, and she was left with her two sons.  4 They married Moabite women, one named Orpah and the other Ruth. After they had lived there about ten years,  5 both Mahlon and Kilion also died, and Naomi was left without her two sons and her husband. 

A Prayer
Father in Heaven,
Connect us with the lives of those people in Your Word that would help us to overcome the difficulties we face, and grow in our understanding and faith in You. Help us to take up the labors you have for us, even in the difficult circumstances of our lives.
In the name of Jesus, Amen

Connecting with people of faith in Holy Scripture 
Anchored in Scripture
Solid in Scriptural Doctrine
AND connected with characters of Scripture
The Important Historical Setting
Time of the Judges
A dark time because …
Yet a hopeful time for God is preparing for the coming of His Son in a way that describes His nature
Piecing together the Messianic Lineage adding a Moabitess, a woman, a former worshipper a false gods, a NON descendant of the promised line
Three Characters to Watch
Naomi
Ruth
Boaz
The life setting for a family of four
Hard famine
Enough to leave home, occupation, friends and relatives, 
Enough to live as a sojourner, in a foreign land, with a different language, religion, and customs
Naomi Scripture
1:20 “Don’t call me Naomi,’” she told them. “Call me Mara, because the Almighty has made my life very bitter.  21 I went away full, but the LORD has brought me back empty. Why call me Naomi? The LORD has afflicted me; the Almighty has brought misfortune upon me.”
Yet she does not disown the Lord, and she returns to the Land of the LORD visiting His people
And God blesses her with grandchildren
Naomi Traits
Enduring commitment to God through very hard times
Moves back to Israel to enter into God’s blessing
Mentors her daughter in law in the ways of Israel’s custom used to fulfill the law
Orpah: a nice character not to relate to
Kind to her mother-in-law
But bound to her gods and people
Turns and goes back “home”
Ruth Scripture
Ruth 1:16  But Ruth replied, “Don’t urge me to leave you or to turn back from you. Where you go I will go, and where you stay I will stay. Your people will be my people and your God my God.  17 Where you die I will die, and there I will be buried. May the LORD deal with me, be it ever so severely, if anything but death separates you and me.”  
Some Ruth Traits
Faith: The LORD will be her God, takes an oath in the Name of the LORD
Tangible Commitment to the LORD’s people
Action– hard worker
Humble, takes God’s provision for the poor
Respectful, asks for permission
Hard worker
Recognized as “noble” by the townspeople!
Does not pursue a man, rich or poor that does not fit on to the grace of God and her obligation to Naomi, and her deceased husband
Available to the right man– she knows how to recognize the grace shown to her, and know she does not “deserve” it.
Boaz
Ruth 2:4  Just then Boaz arrived from Bethlehem and greeted the harvesters, “The LORD be with you!”  And the harvesters call back to him: “The LORD bless you!” they called back. 
Boaz traits
Sets a godly work culture on his farm
Notices and values noble things—even in a foreigner
How she cared for her mother in law
How she left her parents and homeland to come to Israel—the land of Promise 
How she had taken refuge in the Lord
How hard a worker she was
Man of unselfish action who teaches us about a kinsman redeemer, (Christ came as our Kinsman Redeemer, and as our Bridegroom
With whom do you identify?
Naomi?
Ruth?
Boaz?

Thoughts to ponder <---> Scriptures to Apply
Read Ruth at one sitting.  How did God speak to you during the message?
Have you begun to notice how often the OT Scriptures move us, or point us, or prepare us for Christ?  Which character in the Book of Ruth do you most closely identify with?  Which one or ones has God used today to inspire you to deeper godly living?  What do you think of Naomi? Describe the praiseworthy traits of Ruth.  Describe the praiseworthy traits of Boaz.  What could you be/do to imitate their godliness? What actions in your life show your connections to the people of God?  
[bookmark: _GoBack]What is a "Kinsman Redeemer"?  How is Christ a Kinsman Redeemer?
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