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Reverent Fear of the Lord
October 19, 2014

SPEAKER:  Rodger Boothman
NOTES: Doug Busby
Scriptures: 
“The fear of the LORD is pure, enduring forever.”  Psalm 19:9a
“There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear, because fear has to do with punishment. The one who fears is not made perfect in love.” 1John 4:18 
“Since you call on a Father who judges each man’s work impartially, live your lives as strangers here in reverent fear.”  1Pet. 1:17 
Prayer  … Father in Heaven,
[bookmark: _GoBack]Hallowed be your Name.  Deliver us from trivializing You. Fill us with awe that we might live in glorious righteousness before you, knowing that we were redeemed with the precious blood of Christ.  In His Name,  Amen

Fear of the Lord is often misunderstood.
•Fear of the Lord covers a broad spectrum – for even the believer. See Acts 5
–There is, however, a fear of the Lord that mature believers should not have 1 Jn. 4:18
•Not a negative motivator for doing good works.
–Punishment motivated good works are short lived.  See parables of Jesus near the end of his earthly ministry ...
–God looks for good deeds from faith and love. 
•Not limited to the Old Covenant when Israel was under the Law
–It should play major part in the Christian’s life.  1 Peter 1:17
Role of the Fear of the Lord in the Unbeliever 
••Lack of fear for the Lord often leads to lack of restraint of evil.– but Fear of the Lord in the unbeliever does restrain their evil Gen. 20/ 2 Chron 17:10
•Fear of the judging that God may do to a people who disobey Him does not produce a godly life
–Unbelieving Israel witnessed many fearsome things Exodus 5-34
… •Continuing fear of the Lord in a person may be the prelude to conversion
Note the God fearers among unbelievers. (They are ripe for the gospel !)
Christians are commanded to fear the Lord. 1 Peter 1:17-18
•Do I really fear Him?
God treasures those who do fear Him. 
Psa. 103:11 For as high as the heavens are above the earth,
so great is his love for those who fear him; 
Psa. 103:13 As a father has compassion on his children,
so the LORD has compassion on those who fear him;
Role of the Fear of the Lord in the Believer 
•Fear of the Lord limits the evil they would otherwise do for a different reason – their view of God is so exalted. Acts 9:31
Fear of the Lord orients the believer to the Living God – great blessings follow.
  Blessings for those who fear the Lord
•Protection.   Psalm 34:7
•Provision.   Psalm 34:9 & 111:5
•Blessings for our offspring.   Psalm 103:17
•Refuge.   Proverbs 14:26
•Gained wisdom.   Psalm 111:10
•Lengthened days.   Proverbs 10:27
•Avoidance of evil.   Proverbs 16:6
•Wealth, honor and life.   Proverbs 22:4

Ways to Increase Your Fear of the Lord 
•Be forgiven.   Psalm 130:4
•Study His Word.   Psalm 34:11; Dt. 31:12-13
•Respond to the miracles you have seen.    Jonah 1:16; Ex. 14:31; Ex. 20:18 
•Remember answered prayer.   1 Kings 8:43
•Presence of the Holy Spirit.   Is. 11:2-3
•Observe nature. Jer. 5:24; Jer. 5:22
•Gifts in the new Covenant.   Jer. 32:39-40

Qualifications of character and doctrine-- for life and teaching are inter mixed
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