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Joseph: Injustices Under God’s Transforming Grace
September 14, 2014

SPEAKER:  Doug Busby, Senior Pastor
Unjustly hated: Genesis 37:2-11
This is the account of Jacob.
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Joseph, a young man of seventeen, was tending the flocks with his brothers, the sons of Bilhah and the sons of Zilpah, his father’s wives, and he brought their father a bad report about them. 
3 Now Israel loved Joseph more than any of his other sons, because he had been born to him in his old age; and he made a richly ornamented robe for him. 
 
4 When his brothers saw that their father loved him more than any of them, they hated him and could not speak a kind word to him. 
5	Joseph had a dream, and when he told it to his brothers, they hated him all the more.  6 He said to them, “Listen to this dream I had:  7 We were binding sheaves of grain out in the field when suddenly my sheaf rose and stood upright, while your sheaves gathered around mine and bowed down to it.” 
 
8	His brothers said to him, “Do you intend to reign over us? Will you actually rule us?” And they hated him all the more because of his dream and what he had said. 
9    	Then he had another dream, and he told it to his brothers. “Listen,” he said, “I had another dream, and this time the sun and moon and eleven stars were bowing down to me.” 
 
10    	When he told his father as well as his brothers, his father rebuked him and said, “What is this dream you had? Will your mother and I and your brothers actually come and bow down to the ground before you?”  11 His brothers were jealous of him, but his father kept the matter in mind. 

Unjustly kidnapped, thrown into a pit and sold into slavery (better than being killed) by his brothers  Genesis 37: 23-36 So when Joseph came to his brothers, they stripped him of his robe—...  24 and they took him and threw him into the cistern. ... 27 Come, let’s sell him to the Ishmaelites and not lay our hands on him; after all, he is our brother, ... 36 	Meanwhile, the Midianites sold Joseph in Egypt to Potiphar, one of Pharaoh’s officials, the captain of the guard.

Unjustly accused of attempted sexual immorality by Potiphar's wife...though he was actually a model of godly service and integrity. He was put into jail. (Genesis 39: 2-3, 6-20  7) and after a while his master’s wife took notice of Joseph and said, “Come to bed with me!” ...16    	She kept his cloak beside her until his master came home.  17 Then she told him this story: “That Hebrew slave you brought us came to me to make sport of me.  18 But as soon as I screamed for help, he left his cloak beside me and ran out of the house.” ... 20 Joseph’s master took him and put him in prison

Unjustly Forgotten by the man he blessed with his God given gift.  Genesis 40: 1-15, 23   [after God-authenticated interpretation of his dream, Joseph asked that he put in a good word for him ... but...]
Gen. 40:23  The chief cupbearer, however, did not remember Joseph; he forgot him. [Two more years went by]

Rises to power, riches, prominence -- but doesn't forget God  Gen. 41: 1, 41, 46,  
51-52 
Gen. 41:41	So Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I hereby put you in charge of the whole land of Egypt.”  ...51 Joseph named his firstborn Manasseh and said, “It is because God has made me forget all my trouble and all my father’s household.”  52 The second son he named Ephraim and said, “It is because God has made me fruitful in the land of my suffering.”

God's over-riding Grace  
	Gen. 50:20 You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many lives.

Prayer 
Dear Father in Heaven,
	Help us to process the injustices we have personally experienced ... and the injustices we view around us with the Wisdom given to us through the Holy Records of the life of Joseph, --the man who, through it all, became more and more confident of your goodness.  	In Jesus' Name,   Amen.

Processing the experienced realities of Injustices
Hatred within families ... even supposedly godly ones (Dorothy Van Stone) (Wes Stafford)
Violent kidnapping --removing you from family, country and language	 (   )
Slander that adversely affects your life (jail time ...)
Unfulfilled promises that came from people you blessed ... but forgot about you

Meeting Joseph
Raised during the time of life when dad was a believer.  And it made a difference.
Loved by his dad
Partiality? of his dad
Blended family
Bad report of his siblings to dad
Dreams that inflamed the hate
The Injustice of being sold into slavery ... by his own family!
	Removed from the father who loved him
Removed from the bigger family he grew up in
Removed from the people who spoke his language
Demoted to a mere servant

The vicious injustice of slander
From really prospering to jail

The injustice of unrequited service.  

Raised to Prominence and Prosperity-- but still he didn't forget God. 
Gen. 41:41	So Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I hereby put you in charge of the whole land of Egypt.”  ...51 Joseph named his firstborn Manasseh and said, “It is because God has made me forget all my trouble and all my father’s household.”  52 The second son he named Ephraim and said, “It is because God has made me fruitful in the land of my suffering.”

Transforming Glory
The injustices were conquered by God’s grace– in all the injustices the LORD was with him Gen. 50:20 You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many lives.
His overriding conviction that the LORD was good
He became God’s tool to save his own people and the Egyptians from seven years of draught and famine

Timeline of Glory
Joseph was convinced of the goodness, and the sovereign grace goodness of God despite years of injustice.  He was 17 years old at the beginning.  He was 30 when he entered Pharaoh's service.  He was 37 at the end of the end of the time of bumper crops in Egypt.  He was 39 or so when he came back in contact with his family.  He was about 44 when the famine draught was finally over.  He had become the man about whom God says to His people.  Watch him!  Study his life and you will learn about me!

Thoughts to ponder <--> Scripture to apply
Have any injustices you have suffered come through God's  transforming grace? Can you describe how they were used to be a blessing to others?
Have you had to deal with hatred from within your own family when you were growing up?  What was it like?  How did it affect your view of God? 
Have you ever been slandered by another individual in such a way that your job was threatened? How did you deal with any anger, fear, or hardship that resulted? How did it affect your work ethic and your view of God?
Has anyone ever promised you a kindness to you during a time of need but failed to come through?
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