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Marriage & God’s Covenantal Glory

August 3, 2014

Doug Busby, Senior Pastor
For Married Couples and couples-to-be Genesis 2:24
For this reason …

Scripture
Gen. 2: 24  For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and they will become one flesh.

For All who would be joined to Christ by Faith
Covenantal Glory with the Bride of Christ
Rev. 21: 1Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and there was no longer any sea.  2 I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband.  3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Now the dwelling of God is with men, and he will live with them.

Prayer
Dear God our Father,
	Thank you for the New Covenant through Jesus' blood; for we revel in the truth that you want us to be in an everlasting relationship with You.  Help us to go about forming marriages, and help us grow in our marriages, so we accurately reflect your covenantal glory.
	In Jesus Our Bridegroom's Name,  Amen

Marriage is a Reflection of God’s Covenantal Glory
God is covenantal in nature—forms and seeks to form long lasting covenants of righteousness, love, faith, holiness (See 1 Tim. 2)
Marriage is covenantal– Malachi 2:14
she is your partner, the wife of your marriage covenant.

Definition of Marriage  is Creational
Not arbitrary but based on God’s making woman to be a lot man but opposite to man to complete him. Gen. 2:18
Based on the creational difference between man and woman

For adults not children
A man … a woman
Neither a child
1 Cor. 13: 11 When I was a child, I talked like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I put childish ways behind me. 

One of Each
No polygamy
No polyandry
Notice
Origin of polygamy—Lamech Gen 4
Contention between multiple wives in OT examples
The pattern of Prov 5
Leadership in NT “a one womaned man” 1 Tim. 3 and "a one-manned woman"

The leaving is important and multidimensional
Geography
Communication
Emotional support
Financial
So the parents are to “let them go”

The Uniting is to be very strong
Like the bond between God and his people
The noun based on the verb means soldering
Elements of uniting
Faith in the true God is the top
Philosophy of relationship
Children
Money
Covenant mindset

Where one flesh has the Feel and the Reality of truth
True transparency
True commitment

Coming together by Faith (A two party choice based on faith)
Not robots

Marriages are Vulnerable
Note BOTH covenants are broken when we chose to be as God deciding good and evil for ourselves

The Covenantal God
Is the God of Redemption!
Of earthly marriage
Of Heavenly Marriage
“This is the New Covenant in My Blood”
Where wrongs are confessed and forgiven, and forgiveness begets love

Covenant Communion!  Covenantal Glory
The Lord’s Supper and the Marriage Supper of the Lamb

The Wedding Invitation Rev. 22:17  The Spirit and the bride say,  “Come!” And let him who hears say,  “Come!” Whoever is thirsty, let him come; and whoever wishes, let him take the free gift of the water of life.

Thoughts to ponder ... Scriptures to Apply
[bookmark: _GoBack]Have you memorized Genesis 2:24? Would you?
Do you understand how the complementary creation of woman to completer her man, as one who brings him the help he needs,... how she is in many ways like him yet also opposite him-- all for their good?  How has this "reason" been fulfilled, and is being fulfilled, in your marriage.
Why is it important for a couple to be adults for marriage to work? What are some childish things that have detracted from our marriages? (see 1 Cor. 13: 11 When I was a child, I talked like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I put childish ways behind me.  SEE 1 Cor. 3:1-3 not spiritual ... infants ... not taking in the solid food of mature teaching ... worldly, jealousy, quarreling ...
"Kids want to win arguments ... spiritual adults seek righteousness"
Notice ... one man, one woman ... notice this is designed for only one of each.
	How does a man become a one-womaned man, and a woman become a one-manned woman?  See 1 Tim 3.  Who is the first polygamist in scripture?  What was he like?  (Gen. 4)  Do the multiple wives allowed in the OT display godly unity?  What struggles do you see between Rachel and Leah, Jacob's wives? or Hannah & Penninah, wives of Elkanah (Samuel's dad)?
What ways should the man and woman leave their parents in order to form a healthy marriage?
List four aspects of that leaving
How do we pursue the unity described in Genesis 2:24?  How do we give ourselves to each other? What is covenant unity like?
Why is the "one flesh" part at the end of the definition?  Describe the importance of that?
If an engaged couple were asked by their non Christian friends why they were not sleeping together before marriage and they came to you for advice on how to answer, what would you say?
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