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The Great Flood: Window into the Hearts of God and Man
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Scriptures: Matt. 24:37 (Jesus Speaking) As it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. 38 For in the days before the flood, people were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, up to the day Noah entered the ark;

 Heb. 11:7 By faith Noah, when warned about things not yet seen, in holy fear built an ark to save his family. By his faith he condemned the world and became heir of the righteousness that comes by faith.
1Pet. 3:20 who disobeyed long ago when God waited patiently in the days of Noah while the ark was being built. In it only a few people, eight in all, were saved through water,
2Pet. 2:5 if he did not spare the ancient world when he brought the flood on its ungodly people, but protected Noah, a preacher of righteousness, and seven others; ... 


Key Scripture: Gen. 6:1-8   When men began to increase in number on the earth and daughters were born to them,  2 the sons of God saw that the daughters of men were beautiful, and they married any of them they chose.  3 Then the LORD said, “My Spirit will not contend with man forever, for he is mortal; his days will be a hundred and twenty years.” 
4    	The Nephilim were on the earth in those days—and also afterward—when the sons of God went to the daughters of men and had children by them. They were the heroes of old, men of renown. 
5    	The LORD saw how great man’s wickedness on the earth had become, and that every inclination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil all the time.  6 The LORD was grieved that he had made man on the earth, and his heart was filled with pain.  7 So the LORD said, “I will wipe mankind, whom I have created, from the face of the earth—men and animals, and creatures that move along the ground, and birds of the air—for I am grieved that I have made them.”  8 But Noah found favor in the eyes of the LORD.

Prayer:  
Oh God,
	Bring to us the message of Noah and the Great Flood that we might be ready for the Return of the Son of Man. Thank You for contending with us through your Holy Spirit. Help us to see the grace offered to us in Christ, and to respond with the obedience of faith.
	Father, grant us the resolve to follow Christ even if a majority of our friends, relatives, neighbors and co-workers, do not. Help our lives to proclaim the righteousness of Christ so that many others may be saved.  
	In Jesus' Name,  Amen.
Brought here by Jesus
Brought here on the issue of Marriage
	Matthew 19
Now brought here by the Return of the Son of Man to judge the Earth
	Matthew 24:

Any room in our thinking for unique God-events?
· Living by the uniformitarianism of our sinful ways (no before seen experiences of many God (prophesied) events: Great Flood, Abraham’s wife pregnant at age 90? After menopause?  The Exodus after 400 yrs …  A non Jew sends the Jews back? Virgin birth? Jesus rises from the dead???
· Our thinking precludes the Ark story– though the dimensions of the Ark are impressive!
· Whitcomb and Morris using the shorter dimensions of a cubit  (17.5 inches) calculate that the ark was 437.5 feet long ... measuring close to a football field and a half in length, measuring about 72.92 feet in width and 43.75 ft. in height.  
· 	Not till 1884 did modern man build a vessel exceeding those dimensions (The Euturia) The Genesis Flood, by John C. Whitcomb and Henry M. Morris.
· 	Gleason Archer in his book dealing with Bible Difficulties, uses the longer cubit based on larger size of people before the flood ... then the size of the ark would be 600 ft x 100 ft x 60 ft.  With a box like shape ot sould have  had a capacity of 3.6 million cubic feet or about 2000 cattle cars. He then goes on to describe the sizes of species above certain sizes.  Gleason Archer: Encyclopedia of Bible Difficulties, pp. 79-84 The ancient dimensions fit our basic dimensions for a ship.
· 
· The Age of the Earth won’t allow it… but ...
· Objections: the earth is far older than the Genesis account allows, ... doesn't the Bible say creation was 4004 BC and that it created in 6   twenty-four hour days?  days just like ours? Not really.  4004 BC was Bishop Usher's (in 1800s) guess at the age of the earth going from genealogies --
· 	 Let's set that aside for the moment and look at the Biblical text as it came to us.
· 	The sun and moon were not created till day 4.  The Garden of Eden was planted, that was the verb God chose to use, not instantly created.  When the woman was brought to her man (Adam) he said now "at last" (after a few hours?), Adam named how many species in how many hours?
· 
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· Planted is the word used. [ofn  HALOT 1. to plant BDB 1. to plant ] What does that mean?  
· 
· 	St. Augustine noticed these things 1500 years or so before Darwin.  He didn't want to debate that these days were the same as his.  But he read the scriptures and stayed faithful to it.  I wish more people would do that today. 
· Sequence of Days
· 	Actually the Scriptures we have been handed down to us don't read the first day, the second day, the third day etc.  The first day with a definite article was the sixth day.  You will see this reflected in the NASB translation.  The emphasis of Scripture is not 6 24hr days just like ours, it is the fact that God spoke.  God created the raw materials of this universe by speaking and then spoke them into order. And God said Let there be ... and there was.  This is not caving in to macro evolution; it is caving into the written word as God handed it down to us.  And I ask that you come to treasure the way God gave us His word over our interpretations.
· 
· 	Now, believers have reasons for believing in a young earth, reasons like the Sabbath, ... like one deduction from the words :It was evening and it was morning, a first day.  It can sound like a succession ... and it can.  Old earthers, be careful of mocking young earthers!  
· 	But young earthers, be careful of mocking old earthers.  Evening and morning do not define a day; they define a night.  Jewish days went from evening to evening.  Our days go either from morning to morning (day light) or from midnight to midnight.  And the man responsible for Genesis in the form given to us is Moses, and he tells us that God's perception of time is different from our own.  Psalm 90. A thousand years are as a day ...
· 

A contending God
A God who hangs in there though it is “against” His Holy Nature
See the pattern with Cain, with Lamech, with Preflood, with Israel of Isaiah's day, with the Jews of Jesus day 
A God who seeks to convict the world of the coming judgment they deserve
See John 16 regarding the Holy Spirit– John 16:8 When he comes, he will convict the world of guilt in regard to sin and righteousness and judgment:
But not forever!
Can you see where he has been contending in your life?  Can you see it?  If you have not yet responded to his grace. how long have you kept him at a distance?  Would you give God thanks for being so patient with you?  Would you realize that he will not contend with you forever?

A God who sees and hurts for the thoughts and the actions of erring people
While we misjudge … and misjudge God as harsh…(first remove the beam in your own eye...)
God sees into the very  thoughts and intents of our heart
Sees what we think, what we are what we do in secret
Sees what He created us to be
And Grieves, pain enters the heart of God

But the Holy Spirit will not contend with man forever
the LORD said, “My Spirit will not contend with man forever, for he is mortal;  
Don't put God off ... today if you hear his voice (see Hebrews 3:7-8; 3:15; 4:7)
But Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord
He found GRACE not judgment--God's undeserved favor
He believed in the goodness of God
He believed the warning Heb 11:7
He responded with faith … and acted Heb 11:7

And Noah was saved!
He was brought to a world scrubbed clean of the pre-flood violence
This is a picture of what is yet to come


Thoughts to ponder & Scriptures to Apply
What aspects of the being and character of God to a see in the account of the flood?
Have you become grateful for the truth that God contends with people who do not/ or do not yet believe in Him?  How long did God contend with you till you listened.  Do you plead with others knowing God will not always contend with people?
Did you have any Noah types that influenced you to respond to God's grace before the time of judgment would come?
Do you feel the pressure of those around you to make light of the accounts of Scripture like the Flood, the Temptation of Gen. 3 etc.?  What can we learn from Noah to help be proclaimers of righteousness through our work? Does what we do or the way we do what we do invite questions from those around us?
Will you be ready for the return of the Son of Man?
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