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The Ancient Serpent
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Doug Busby, Senior Pastor
Scriptures  Genesis 3:1
Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the LORD God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from any tree in the garden’?” 2    	The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden,  3 but God did say, ‘You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you must not touch it, or you will die.’” 4  “You will not surely die,” the serpent said to the woman.  5 “For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 

Scriptures Mark 1 & Rev. 12
Mark 1:13 and he [Jesus] was in the desert forty days, being tempted by Satan. He was with the wild animals, and angels attended him.
Rev. 12:9 The great dragon was hurled down—that ancient serpent called the devil, or Satan, who leads the whole world astray. He was hurled to the earth, and his angels with him. 

Prayer
	Father in Heaven-- Help us to believe Scripture's teaching about this being called: the ancient serpent, the devil, Satan.  Help us to learn to recognize Satan's attempt to lead us astray, to destroy our lives, and to dishonor your Holy Name --even among the very people who bear your name. Father, Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from the evil one.
	In the Conquering Name of Jesus,  Amen

Important Takeaway 
(1) This being exists, and exerts tremendous influence on Adam and Eve and all their descendants wherever they live
(2) That he is very skilled at deceiving, that he is subtle, shrewd, hard to notice as he is a spirit being.
(3) We can recognize his ways and see how he leads people astray
(4) That we can get a feel for how awful the consequences of yielding to his temptations are.
(5) Finally that we have the promise of victory over him in Christ and that we are meant to experience that victory. 


The Emphatic Proclamation of his existence:
His presence at key historical places of history:
His presence in special God oriented locations
The frequency of references to his existence and work (see list)
His titles: Ancient Serpent, Satan. Devil, Father of Lies, Accuser of the Brethren, the Evil One. The Deceiver, Prince of the Power of the Air, [king of] Darkness 

His influence and the consequences of those following him
Whole world lies in the Evil One 1 John 
Leads all the nations astray Rev.12
Impact on individuals
Destroys the flesh (but cannot destroy the soul)
Don’t dismiss his existence. Don’t blow him off as if he were insignificant. Don’t treat him as if he were trivial, 

Where & When you wouldn’t expect him
Garden of Eden
Home of the righteous Job
In the halls of righteous power– King David
At the prelude to Jesus’ ministry
At the turning point of Jesus ministry toward the cross; Peter and then Judas Iscariot
On the first missionary trip… 
Very Skilled at Deceiving
The serpent was more crafty, subtle, deceiving:
The innocent
Those with no reason at all to doubt God’s character
With God’s goodness to them all around them
Those burdened by unforgiveness 2 Cor. 5
Satan’s Ways
Stay in the “background” attacks but avoids comparisons– all the focus is placed against God
Mock the word of God –the “aph khee” route
Misquote it!
Misapply it! To Jesus “Jump off …Psalm 91
Exaggerate especially the prohibitions of God
Deny the truth of God’s word… you shall not die
Assign a bad motive for God’s prohibitions
 attack his character and his attributes for if you give way on these, you will not act in faith
Consequences to falling to his temptations
A different sense of “nakedness”
Vulnerability
Shame
Dislike of transparency
An alienation from each other—
An alienation from God
Death
The Promised Defeat
Through the Seed of the Woman (Gen. 3:15)
The means of defeat: the cross of Christ! (1 Peter 
Where we know his ways he can no longer hide– we recognize his ways from the teaching of Scripture; we sense him from our vantage point in Spirit filled prayer,
We defeat him, when we draw near to God and resist the devil and he will flee from you James 4:7

Take away thoughts to ponder -- Scriptures to apply
(1) This being exists, and exerts tremendous influence on Adam and Eve and all their descendants Do you live in an alertness to his influence? (see Luke 22:31-34, 40) Can you find 5 examples of Jesus speaking of or encountering Satan? What are some other names/ titles for the ancient serpent that help describe his nature?
(2) That he is very skilled at deceiving, that he is subtle, shrewd, hard to notice; that he is very powerful, that he has a profound influence over this fallen world Gen. 3/1 Cor. 15:22/ Romans 8:18-22.  Can you cite examples where he has sought to discredit Scripture, that he has presented some of the glories of this world so you would avoid the ways of the Lord? Matthew 4, that he has offered the opportunity to be as God, deciding good and evil?
(3) That we can gain the ability to recognize where he is seeking to work his evil  --that we notice his MO, seeing where he is seeking to lead us and others astray. Ephesians 6:11 Do you notice how you, like Peter are sometimes more confident in your own perception and strength than on the truth of God's warnings?
(4) That we can get a feel for how awful the consequences of yielding to his temptations are. Gen. 3/ Romans 8/ 2 Cor. 11:3-4  See the man in the church of Corinth whose body was ... 1 Cor. 5:5 (man in immorality--see Prov. 5: 11-13); Acts 5: 3-5 (Ananias and greed for money and appearance)
(5) Finally that we have the promise of victory over him in Christ that we are meant to experience.  Romans 16: 20 ... crush Satan under your feet ... 
Can you cite examples where Christ has brought you from being under Satan's dominion to victory? Would you pray for areas where you are suffering defeat by yielding to his temptations? Would you take action?
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