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This Man

July 27, 2014

Caesar Paul, Pastor of Adult Ministries
Sermon Text: John 6:48-59 (ESV) 
48  I am the bread of life. 
49  Your fathers ate the manna in the wilderness, and they died. 
50  This is the bread that comes down from heaven, so that one may eat of it and not die. 
51  I am the living bread that came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, he will live forever. And the bread that I will give for the life of the world is my flesh.” 
52  The Jews then disputed among themselves, saying, “How can this man give us his flesh to eat?” 
53  So Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in you. 
54  Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day. 
55  For my flesh is true food, and my blood is true drink. 
56  Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood abides in me, and I in him. 
57  As the living Father sent me, and I live because of the Father, so whoever feeds on me, he also will live because of me. 
58  This is the bread that came down from heaven, not like the bread the fathers ate, and died. Whoever feeds on this bread will live forever.” 
59  Jesus said these things in the synagogue, as he taught at Capernaum. 

The Apostles Creed
1. I believe in God the Father, Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth:
2. And in Jesus Christ, his only begotten Son, our Lord:
3. Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary:
4. Suffered under Pontius Pilate; was crucified, dead and buried: He descended into hell:
5. The third day he rose again from the dead:
6. He ascended into heaven, and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty:
7. From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead:
8. I believe in the Holy Ghost:
9. I believe in the holy catholic church: the communion of saints:
10. The forgiveness of sins:
1l. The resurrection of the body:
12. And the life everlasting. Amen.


Sermon Title: This Man
"This man!" It is simply astounding how much is packed into this simple but delightful phrase.  Think of what the Bible has to say about "this man!" "Never man spake like this man." "I find no fault in this man." "This man receiveth sinners."
1. His Conversation.  John 7:46 (ESV) 
46  The officers answered, “No one ever spoke like this man!”
John 7:40-52 (ESV) 
40  When they heard these words, some of the people said, “This really is the Prophet.” 
41  Others said, “This is the Christ.” But some said, “Is the Christ to come from Galilee? 
42  Has not the Scripture said that the Christ comes from the offspring of David, and comes from Bethlehem, the village where David was?” 
43  So there was a division among the people over him. 
44  Some of them wanted to arrest him, but no one laid hands on him. 
45  The officers then came to the chief priests and Pharisees, who said to them, “Why did you not bring him?” 
46  The officers answered, “No one ever spoke like this man!” 
47  The Pharisees answered them, “Have you also been deceived? 
48  Have any of the authorities or the Pharisees believed in him? 
49  But this crowd that does not know the law is accursed.” 
50  Nicodemus, who had gone to him before, and who was one of them, said to them, 
51  “Does our law judge a man without first giving him a hearing and learning what he does?” 
52  They replied, “Are you from Galilee too? Search and see that no prophet arises from Galilee.” 
We can love people, we can share with people, we can beseech people, we can pray for people, but when people have made up their minds, there is not much we can do at that point.
Arresting officers were unable to arrest a calm, peaceful, unarmed Christ Jesus because of the manner in which he spoke.  Unheard of! 

2. His Compassion.   Luke 15:1-2 (ESV) 
1  Now the tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to hear him. 
2  And the Pharisees and the scribes grumbled, saying, “This man receives sinners and eats with them.” 
Wouldn’t it be awesome if you and I could attract people, the way Jesus attracted them?  Notice whom he attracted, the most despised of the society, and those who were referred to as sinners.
Jesus told the parable of the lost sheep, in explaining the mind and heart behind his actions.
The Pharisees and the scribes were so dismissive of the Christ, calling Him “this man.”  Who is this man to you?

3.  His Conduct.  Luke 23:41 (ESV) Luke 23:34-43 (ESV) 
34  And Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.” And they cast lots to divide his garments. 
35  And the people stood by, watching, but the rulers scoffed at him, saying, “He saved others; let him save himself, if he is the Christ of God, his Chosen One!” 
36  The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine 
37  and saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!” 
38  There was also an inscription over him, “This is the King of the Jews.” 
39  One of the criminals who were hanged railed at him, saying, “Are you not the Christ? Save yourself and us!” 
40  But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation? 
41  And we indeed justly, for we are receiving the due reward of our deeds; but this man has done nothing wrong.” 
42  And he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.” 
43  And he said to him, “Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in Paradise.” 
On the cross Jesus performed two acts of forgiveness. In verse 34 he forgave the crowd, and in verse 43he forgave the thief.
Who is this man?  This man is the Lamb of God that takes away the sins of the world.
This man has the power to usher people into the paradise of God.

41  And we indeed justly, for we are receiving the due reward of our deeds; but this man has done nothing wrong.” He lived a blameless life.  He forgives repentant people,
4. His Career. John 11:47 (ESV) 
47  So the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered the council and said, “What are we to do? For this man performs many signs.
Jesus had just called Lazarus, who had been dead and buried for days from the grave.  Yet they referred to Him as “this man.”
Let’s listen in to their private deliberations: John 11:47-53 (ESV) 
47  So the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered the council and said, “What are we to do? For this man performs many signs.  (what should they have done?)
48  If we let him go on like this, everyone will believe in him, and the Romans will come and take away both our place and our nation.” (Now we know why they did not accept Him as Jesus the Christ the Son of the living God.  They were protecting their positions within the Roman governing structure.)   
49  But one of them, Caiaphas, who was high priest that year, said to them, “You know nothing at all. 
50  Nor do you understand that it is better for you that one man should die for the people, not that the whole nation should perish.” ( Whole nation!  He is not concerned about the nation.)
51  He did not say this of his own accord, but being high priest that year he prophesied that Jesus would die for the nation, 
52  and not for the nation only, but also to gather into one the children of God who are scattered abroad. 
53  So from that day on they made plans to put him to death.
This man, Jesus the Christ is about delivering us from death by giving us life eternal.  What a career!

5. His Comprehension.  John 7:15 (ESV) 
15  The Jews therefore marveled, saying, “How is  it that  this man has learning, when he has never studied?”  The testimony of those who opposed him was, “he never attended any of our nation’s schools.”  Their questions were, “who taught him?” “How is he so superior and distinguished from our best scholars?”
John 7:15-17 (ESV) 
15  The Jews therefore marveled, saying, “How is it that this man has learning, when he has never studied?” 
16  So Jesus answered them, “My teaching is not mine, but his who sent me. 
17  If anyone’s will is to do God’s will, he will know whether the teaching is from God or whether I am speaking on my own authority.  
Verse 17 is a gem. It is saying something that is repeated throughout the bible, you have to believe to know.
6. His Claims.  John 6:52 (ESV) 
52  The Jews then disputed among themselves, saying, “How can this man give us his flesh to eat?”
  What is he claiming?  He is claiming that he is the bread of life. John 6:48.
 He is claiming that if you eat of him you will not die.  John 6: 50.
  Jesus is claiming that through Him humans can live forever. John 6: 51.  
He is claiming that the life he will give for the life of the world is his flesh or his life.  John 6:51.
7. His Conquest. Hebrews 10:12 (ESV) 
12  But when Christ had offered for all time a single sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the right hand of God,  Hebrews 10:13-18 (ESV) 
13  waiting from that time until his enemies should be made a footstool for his feet. 
14  For by a single offering he has perfected for all time those who are being sanctified. 
15  And the Holy Spirit also bears witness to us; for after saying, 
16  “This is the covenant that I will make with them after those days, declares the Lord: I will put my laws on their hearts, and write them on their minds,” 
17  then he adds, “I will remember their sins and their lawless deeds no more.” 
18  Where there is forgiveness of these, there is no longer any offering for sin. 
“This man” is Christ Jesus and Him Crucified.
The Apostles Creed
1. I believe in God the Father, Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth:
2. And in Jesus Christ, his only begotten Son, our Lord:
3. Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary:
4. Suffered under Pontius Pilate; was crucified, dead and buried: He descended into hell:
5. The third day he rose again from the dead:
6. He ascended into heaven, and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty:
7. From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead:
8. I believe in the Holy Ghost:
9. I believe in the holy catholic church: the communion of saints:
10. The forgiveness of sins:
1l. The resurrection of the body:
12. And the life everlasting. Amen.
 Christianity is Christ!
For my entire service to Lord in this church, I have sought to present to you this man, Christ Jesus and Him crucified.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Amen.
Discussion Questions
1. To what extent has your conversation become more Christ like since your conversion?
2. Is there anything we can do to become more attractive to “sinners,” to the extent that they do not avoid or company, but rather seek us out?
3. While bleeding and in pain on the cross from the wounds of the rulers and soldiers, Jesus forgave his killers; how willing and quick are you to forgave those who are wounding, or have wounded you?
4. Even Jesus’ enemies confessed privately, that His conduct complimented His teaching, how Christ like is your conduct to daily provocations?
5. What have you learned, or, are being taught in the school of the Lord in recent times?
6. According to John 6: 53, do you have Christ life in you?
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