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Doug Busby, Senior Pastor
Title: From “not good” to “good”:
The Genders in Godly Harmony

The Genders in Godly Harmony (personalized)  
	For married people: is your marriage in godly harmony?  

Key Scripture  Gen. 2:18
The LORD God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a helper suitable for him.” 
Genesis 2:19-24
19	Now the LORD God had formed out of the ground all the beasts of the field and all the birds of the air. He brought them to the man to see what he would name them; and whatever the man called each living creature, that was its name.  20 So the man gave names to all the livestock, the birds of the air and all the beasts of the field. But for Adam no suitable helper was found.  21 So the LORD God caused the man to fall into a deep sleep; and while he was sleeping, he took one of the man’s ribs and closed up the place with flesh.  22 Then the LORD God made a woman from the rib he had taken out of the man, and he brought her to the man. 
23  The man said,
“This is now bone of my bones	and flesh of my flesh;
	she shall be called ‘woman,’  for she was taken out of man.” 
24 For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and they will become one flesh.

Jesus holds that God's design remains in effect after thousands of years...
Matt. 19:4 “Haven’t you read,” [Jesus] replied, “that at the beginning the Creator ‘made them male and female,’ 5 and said, ‘For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh.'

Prayer
O God, who Created us in Your own image, 
	Open the eyes of our hearts to see the design relationship between man and woman, so that needless strife between genders would cease among your people.  In the designed harmony may the glory of Christ be more fully perceived!
	In Jesus' Name,  Amen

Who knew??? that as a nation ...
We’d be so confused that we’d let mere children decide which bathroom
Who knew we would be unable to define marriage with wisdom?
Who knew that it would so deeply affect America’s military strength?
Who knew there would be gender wars?
     Who knew??? Those who possessed and believed God’s Words!

How we recently got here  (See how the flow of our history relates to Gen. 3) notice in American history that our colleges and universities began to teach false views of the nature of the genders
The popular book  Men are from Mars, Women are from Venus, by John Gray
And how we could start to tell “It was not good” (from preface in an early printing)
When we were so wise as to assert God was wrong about the special designed opposites in the genders
… and then began to watch marriages fall apart
We saw how opposite we were but wanted a myth we could control, and reject the Word of God as a myth. 
The Need to See through “non-fallen-lenses”
Gen 3: 12 The man said, “The woman you put here with me—she gave … 
On the woman's side: 3:16 Your desire will be for your husband, and he will rule over you.” 
A saying: Can’t live with them, can’t live without them

Hearing the Voice of God
The Strength of His Voice
After 7 goods “not good”!
Not good-- before the entry of sin
The emphasis of His ways
Male and female
Helper suitable for
Excluding all other creatures
She shall be called “wo-man”
A poetic response of joy

Her Blueprint        
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“ezer”         A non inferior helper
Psalm 115:9,10,11; joint heir; in Christ
No “male or female” in Xr, Gal. 3:28
“k”           In many ways, like him
“ngd”             In important ways opposite him

Helper!  
Do you need help?
Tell her, “I need you”
Do you give her the relational security with you to verbalize what she sees?
Help us to do/be what?
Be fruitful and multiply
Rule … let them rule
To become an “agape”-lover  like God, in fellowship and joy—not selfishly happy
Do you undertake life’s journey together?
A lot alike
Made in the image of God like us
Made to relate to each other
Made to help multiply
Made to help rule
Opposite
The blessing of opposites
Eyes and ears…
The nature of her opposites
Over arching– relationally tuned
The motive behind content questions
Relational unity above problem solving
Verbalizes out loud as a thinking process
Importance of repetition
Relationally-emotionally dynamic

Blending and Working together
A specific example– because you need to see things you agree on
My wife is– a great home maker, makes a house into a home
A Good first grade teacher—we worked together on things
An advocate for me –in some church conflict– I was surprised

Opposite
The difference of her life cycle
Helping her through peri-menopause
The differences working in concert
“do you know who you offended”

Receiving her opposite input
Irritated because her view is different?
Invite her input. Discuss decisions with her in advance
Do I sense a caution against ignoring her input?
1 Peter 3:7
   	Husbands, in the same way be considerate as you live with your wives, and treat them with respect as the weaker partner and as heirs with you of the gracious gift of life, so that nothing will hinder your prayers. 

How do you help your man lead?
 Ways that don’t work
Nagging
Being constantly critical
Ways that work
Affirming the good
Showing respect with wisdom

Thoughts to Ponder, Scripture to Apply

	A question of authority when it comes to Genders-- psychologists?  a five year old child 
	How did we get to such a confused state in the USA regarding genders?
	How was the importance of genders emphasized in Genesis 1-2?
	How do we know that the word "helper" does not imply that woman is inferior to man?
	Husbands, do our wives sense from us our need of them?  How do we communicate that? Do you take time to carefully listen to your wife's perceptions?  Do you know before God that you are in need of help?
	Wives, do you find being a helper to your husband as something demeaning or fulfilling? Have you pondered Gen. 2:18 before God?
	Give examples of the way men and women think differently and how you use those differences to go from "not good" to "good".
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