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Image of God

June 29, 2014

Doug Busby, Senior Pastor

Title: Image of God
Scriptures: 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Gen. 1:26	Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, and over all the creatures that move along the ground.” 27  So God created man in his own image,  in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them.
Col. 1:15    	He [Jesus]  is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. 
Col. 3:10 and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge in the image of its Creator.
2Cor. 3:18 And we, who with unveiled faces all reflect the Lord’s glory, are being transformed into his likeness with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit.
2Cor. 4:6 For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” made his light shine in our hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ.

Prayer:
Great God, Our Creator,
	You have created us in Your Image, and we have defaced it.
	Speak your creative life giving words into our lives through Jesus Christ your Son. Speak in the power of Your Holy Spirit, till we are renewed in the Image of our Creator, ... till our very being reflects Your glory, ... till what we do flows from what You redeemed us to be.
	In Jesus Christ,  Amen
Sent to Foundations in Genesis by Christ Matthew 7:25  Matthew 19: 1-3
	Do we take the time to make sure foundations are in place?

The first foundation is Beginning with God, our Creator
Let your life orbit around the True Center
Do we try to get God to do our bidding, or do we seek to orient each day around the One who gave us life?
What are the consequences of our being the center?
Second Foundation: And God said
Tohu vah bohu -->  --> Garden of Eden
Garden of Eden --->--> Tohu vah Bohu
Become a man or woman of The Book

Do we see in our nation what Jeremiah saw in his? He was known as the weeping prophet. Jer. 4:23	I looked at the earth, and it was formless and empty; and at the heavens, and their light was gone.  
Have we brought the disorder of our lives to God, let him speak His creative words into our lives ... in the Gospel ... in sanctifying the different areas of our lives.  What are some examples?
	The beautiful order Bill Richardson saw in a Christian couple engaged to be married...
Third Foundation: 
   CREATED IN THE IMAGE OF GOD!
Not a product of chance or chemical necessity
Different from all other earth creatures
	Pets are not people too!
Gone through identity theft?
A Song: Born to Serve the Lord by Bud Chambers  (www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z6pS0kaStf0)

Something about being made in the Image of God
It distinguishes us from all other earth life
See Jesus when he delivered a man from terrible oppression Mark 5
As a nation do we value our freedom of speech ...

Distorted society-
	Dr. Betsy Bond-- Pet funerals in NYC for 20-30,000 dollars
	Demon possessed man and a herd of pigs (Mark 5) which did the people value more?  As a society, what do we value more? As individuals?
What value has God placed on our lives? (The life of Him who was the perfect Image of God!)
Image is not ...
The same as being God!
We are not by nature eternal, omniscient, omnipresent, omnipotent See Isaiah 43:10 etc./ Psalm 90
People cannot do for us what only God can do

	Where does our deepest joy come from?  Do we blame our lack of joy or fulfillment on others? Our wife?  Husband?
Created in the Image of God
To experience holy community
"Let us"
And that likeness was defaced!  Gen 3; Romans 7:9

Image (of God in all of us )
Was defaced  but not destroyed  Gen. 9:6
	Gen. 9:6 “Whoever sheds the blood of man, by man shall his blood be shed; for in the image of God has God made man.

Is/ is being redeemed for all who have believed in Christ
Col. 3:9 Do not lie to each other, since you have taken off your old self with its practices 10 and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge in the image of its Creator.

We bear is meant to be like Jesus! ... see Jesus! He who has seen me has seen the Father... Jn 14:9

People could tell the Apostle-disciples had been with Jesus!

In the Image of God, we convey what God is like
A real likeness to God
 Col. 3:10 and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge in the image of its Creator.
Do you have examples of Christians who have portrayed to you something of what God is like? Wife? Husband? Parents? Friends? ...
Reading of inspiring lives of others:
Dr. Robertson McQuilken loving his wife Muriel
( cited in: fn. #11  p. 129 Chapter was entitled:  Is God the Source of our suffering? Bk. Jesus Among Other Gods?   W Publishing Group c. 2000 ) Original Source, Robertson McQuilken, A Promise Kept, Tyndale House Publishers, 1998  pp. 18-19.

The Image of God carries us into meaningful labors. 
Be fruitful and multiply
With an Image of God goal
	Genesis Flood
	Call of Abraham
Rule over the earth
	With an Image of God quality
	Servant authority
The multiplication was not just meaning, have as many children as you can.  There are two major events in Genesis that make that super clear.  The one event is the Great Flood (Genesis 6-8).  The other is the call of Abraham (Gen. 18:19)
The ruling has a special quality
	Slide 15B ... Ruling in servant authority   dbo  and  rmv  to serve and watch over

	Slide 15 A ... Be fruitful and multiply
1. physically-- married couples having children
2. adopting children
3. spiritually-- serving in children's ministry to bring them the Gospel and multiply the children of God
4. Spiritually-- discipleship-- adults too-- becoming children of God-- the Great Commission.
Some Thoughts to ponder ... Scripture to Apply	
What aspects of what-God-is-like move you to thanksgiving and worship?
Why do we go back to these early chapters in the Scriptures when we live in the 21st century? Can you see where centering your life on your Creator has made a great difference from centering your life on yourself?
What words of God from the Scriptures have moved your life from chaos to a more beautiful (more like Eden) order?
What aspects of being in the image of God do not pertain to us? Where in our culture is the image of God in humanity ignored? What "image of God likeness" have Christians communicated to you and so blessed you? , And what "image of God likeness" have you communicated to others and, as a result, blessed them? (Others in your life might help you answer this thought.)
What area(s) of your life has God been speaking to you about becoming more like God so the Scripture 2 Cor. 3:18 would be visibly true of you?
What two commands flow from being created in the image of God?  What qualities of those commands are given in Genesis?
What Christian biographies have inspired you to be more like Christ?
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