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A Significant & Substantial Offer

June 22, 2014

Caesar Paul, Pastor of Adult Ministries

Sermon Text: Isaiah 55: 1 – 5, Isaiah 55:1-5 (ESV) 
1  “Come, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and he who has no money, come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price. 
2  Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread, and your labor for that which does not satisfy? Listen diligently to me, and eat what is good, and delight yourselves in rich food. 
3  Incline your ear, and come to me; hear, that your soul may live; and I will make with you an everlasting covenant, my steadfast, sure love for David. 
4  Behold, I made him a witness to the peoples, a leader and commander for the peoples. 
5  Behold, you shall call a nation that you do not know, and a nation that did not know you shall run to you, because of the LORD your God, and of the Holy One of Israel, for he has glorified you. 
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Sermon Title: A Significant & Substantial Offer
Isaiah's name, significantly enough, means "Salvation of Jehovah." He is known as "the evangelical prophet" because so many of his prophecies ring out the gospel message. Again and again in this very chapter he focusses on the good news of God's full and free salvation.

Something Satisfying (Isa. 55:1).
  An astonishing opening.  An attention grabbing call. "Ho!"  Isaiah 55:1 (ESV) 
1  “Come, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and he who has no money, come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price.  King James version: Isaiah 55:1 (KJV) 
1  Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he that hath no money; come ye, buy, and eat; yea, come, buy wine and milk without money and without price. 


  An astronomical offer.  Isa. 55: 1b. every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he that hath no money; come ye, buy, and eat; yea, come, buy wine and milk without money and without price.
  An astute and insightful observation.  Isaiah 55:2 (ESV) 
2  Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread, and your labor for that which does not satisfy? ….  God is asking this question through the prophet Isaiah.  
 This is a perennial and timeless question in the history of humanity.  Love has its limits.  This is vividly demonstrated in Israel’s rejection of God in the Old Testament. 
1 Samuel 8:4-18 (ESV) 
4  Then all the elders of Israel gathered together and came to Samuel at Ramah 
5  and said to him, “Behold, you are old and your sons do not walk in your ways. Now appoint for us a king to judge us like all the nations.” 
6  But the thing displeased Samuel when they said, “Give us a king to judge us.” And Samuel prayed to the LORD. 
7  And the LORD said to Samuel, “Obey the voice of the people in all that they say to you, for they have not rejected you, but they have rejected me from being king over them. 
8  According to all the deeds that they have done, from the day I brought them up out of Egypt even to this day, forsaking me and serving other gods, so they are also doing to you. 
9  Now then, obey their voice; only you shall solemnly warn them and show them the ways of the king who shall reign over them.” 
10  So Samuel told all the words of the LORD to the people who were asking for a king from him. 
11  He said, “These will be the ways of the king who will reign over you: he will take your sons and appoint them to his chariots and to be his horsemen and to run before his chariots. 
12  And he will appoint for himself commanders of thousands and commanders of fifties, and some to plow his ground and to reap his harvest, and to make his implements of war and the equipment of his chariots. 
13  He will take your daughters to be perfumers and cooks and bakers. 
14  He will take the best of your fields and vineyards and olive orchards and give them to his servants. 
15  He will take the tenth of your grain and of your vineyards and give it to his officers and to his servants. 
16  He will take your male servants and female servants and the best of your young men and your donkeys, and put them to his work. 
17  He will take the tenth of your flocks, and you shall be his slaves. 
18  And in that day you will cry out because of your king, whom you have chosen for yourselves, but the LORD will not answer you in that day.” 

 2 Kings 17:7-20 (ESV) 
7  And this occurred because the people of Israel had sinned against the LORD their God, who had brought them up out of the land of Egypt from under the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt, and had feared other gods 
8  and walked in the customs of the nations whom the LORD drove out before the people of Israel, and in the customs that the kings of Israel had practiced. 
9  And the people of Israel did secretly against the LORD their God things that were not right. They built for themselves high places in all their towns, from watchtower to fortified city. 
10  They set up for themselves pillars and Asherim on every high hill and under every green tree, 
11  and there they made offerings on all the high places, as the nations did whom the LORD carried away before them. And they did wicked things, provoking the LORD to anger, 
12  and they served idols, of which the LORD had said to them, “You shall not do this.” 
13  Yet the LORD warned Israel and Judah by every prophet and every seer, saying, “Turn from your evil ways and keep my commandments and my statutes, in accordance with all the Law that I commanded your fathers, and that I sent to you by my servants the prophets.” 
14  But they would not listen, but were stubborn, as their fathers had been, who did not believe in the LORD their God. 
15  They despised his statutes and his covenant that he made with their fathers and the warnings that he gave them. They went after false idols and became false, and they followed the nations that were around them, concerning whom the LORD had commanded them that they should not do like them. 
16  And they abandoned all the commandments of the LORD their God, and made for themselves metal images of two calves; and they made an Asherah and worshiped all the host of heaven and served Baal. 
17  And they burned their sons and their daughters as offerings and used divination and omens and sold themselves to do evil in the sight of the LORD, provoking him to anger. 
18  Therefore the LORD was very angry with Israel and removed them out of his sight. None was left but the tribe of Judah only. 
19  Judah also did not keep the commandments of the LORD their God, but walked in the customs that Israel had introduced. 
20  And the LORD rejected all the descendants of Israel and afflicted them and gave them into the hand of plunderers, until he had cast them out of his sight. 

 

Something Sure
 Isaiah 55:3-4 (ESV) 
3  Incline your ear, and come to me; hear, that your soul may live; and I will make with you an everlasting covenant, my steadfast, sure love for David. 
4  Behold, I made him a witness to the peoples, a leader and commander for the peoples. 

  First listen Isa. (55:3a) Incline your ear, and come to me; hear,
  Then live  Isa. (55:3b) that your soul may live;
  Then learn Isa. (55:3c) and I will make with you an everlasting covenant, my steadfast, sure love for David.
  Then look Isa. (55:4) Behold, I made him a witness to the peoples, a leader and commander for the peoples.
Something Spectacular
 (Isa. 55: 5). Isaiah 55:5 (ESV) 
5  Behold, you shall call a nation that you do not know, and a nation that did not know you shall run to you, because of the LORD your God, and of the Holy One of Israel, for he has glorified you. 

  A spectacular ministry (Isa. 55:5a) Behold, you shall call a nation that you do not know, and a nation that did not know you shall run to you,

Daniel 7:14 (ESV) 
14  And to him was given dominion and glory and a kingdom, that all peoples, nations, and languages should serve him; his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and his kingdom one that shall not be destroyed.
Hosea 2:23 (ESV) 
23  and I will sow her for myself in the land. And I will have mercy on No Mercy, and I will say to Not My People, ‘You are my people’; and he shall say, ‘You are my God.’”

  A spectacular mystery (Isa. 55:5b) because of the LORD your God, and of the Holy One of Israel, for he has glorified you.  
Isaiah 60:22 (ESV) 
22  The least one shall become a clan, and the smallest one a mighty nation; I am the LORD; in its time I will hasten it.
Mark 4:31-32 (ESV) 
31  It is like a grain of mustard seed, which, when sown on the ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on earth, 
32  yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes larger than all the garden plants and puts out large branches, so that the birds of the air can make nests in its shade.”
Insignificant beginnings with incredible impact, that’s the potential of the believer.
Ephesians 3:4-6 (ESV) 
4  When you read this, you can perceive my insight into the mystery of Christ, 
5  which was not made known to the sons of men in other generations as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit. 
6  This mystery is that the Gentiles are fellow heirs, members of the same body, and partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel.

 "Without money and without price!" Such is the gospel. Some years ago a speaker at the Moody Bible Institute Founder's Week Conference gave a delightful illustration of this. He had come from the other side of Lake Michigan where, just the day before, they had had a heavy snowfall. As he was shoveling off his driveway and sidewalk, along came two big boys with shovels who offered to help for fifty cents an hour. He hired them on the spot. Behind them came a little fellow, all bundled up, carrying a wooden toy spade. He offered to help too. "Mister," he said, "I work for free!" God works for free. His salvation is without money and without price.
Amen.
Prayer and Reflection.
Prayer Requests & Praise Reports
Doxology  - Dismisal



Discussion Questions
1.  Did you hear the voice of the Lord while in His presence today?
1. What did He say to you through the message?
1. The text reveals the Lord calling out to people, how did the Lord get your attention?
1. What did He specifically offer to you that provoked a positive response?
1. What did you do to possess or appropriate what he has offered to you?
1. Verse 5 suggests that you will summon nations because of the Lord your God; do you believe that you have this ministry and power?
1. How strong is your confidence and commitment to exercise this God given power and ministry, and how good are you in recognizing such opportunities when they present themselves?
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