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Access to God

June 15, 2014

Bill Richardson, Pastoral Candidate

Eph 3:1-13

Main idea God has revealed the mystery that there is one body of believers with Jews and Gentles in it. Both have direct access to God.
Intro Slide
V1 Paul is currently a prisoner and in prison writing this. Possibly under Roman house arrest.
“Prisoner of Christ Jesus” – he ultimately belongs to Christ and not to Caesar.  His imprisonment was on the part of the Gentiles.
What made Paul a prisoner?
Slide
Paul Acts 21:28-29. Fellow Israelites, help us! This is the man who teaches everyone everywhere against our people and our law and this place. And besides, he has brought Greeks into the temple and defiled this holy place.” This catalyst led to his imprisonment where he is now writing this letter.
V2 This was a call from God by the grace of God. The call of God was to preach to the Gentiles about the gospel of Christ. 
V3 “The mystery made known to me” Jews and Gentiles are one and heirs together; equal partners in the church. This mystery is direct revelation by God and not something that Paul invented. 
There is only one group of people now, not two.  It was not always like this

Slide.Talk about the court of Gentiles

Slide

Note on the temple. “No foreigner is to enter within the forecourt and the balustrade around the sanctuary. Whoever is caught will have himself to blame for his subsequent death”. 

Jesus Christ had two purposes in ending Jewish Gentile hostility. First, He wanted to "create" one new man, out of the two former groups, Jews and Gentiles.

Second, the "new man" is not the individual believer but the church, the body of Christ.

The mystery is not that Gentiles would enjoy salvation and enter into blessing along with Israel. God revealed that in the Old Testament Isa. 42:6. The mystery is that God has joined Jews and Gentiles as equals in one new body, which is the church. The Jews always thought they would have been separate.

[bookmark: 105t]God has created a whole new entity: the church. In the church, believing Jews become Christians, and believing Gentiles become Christians. God now deals with both believing Jews and believing Gentiles equally: as Christians.

Believers are no longer under the law but are under grace.

Paul sums this up clearly:

SLIDE Gal 3:28 - There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.

V4 Paul wants the believers to understand God’s plan through Jesus Christ. Reading would have meant reading aloud; the public reading of scripture. 

The mystery of Christ is how Jesus is creating a newly defined people of God. He wants to share the revelation which God has given him and not keep it to himself. Paul labors to help believers understand the mystery, but it is the Holy Spirit that must impress it on their hearts.

V5 The prophets in the OT did not fully understand what they were prophesying about. They did not know what God was going to accomplish fully through His Messiah. There was the time before Jesus and the time after His resurrection. It was not until he arose again that the full significance of his life was recognized. The great truth of Christ was made known to the man in the church age i.e. the NT. Col 1:26

V6 The mystery is that the Jews and Gentiles are now heirs together in Christ Jesus.

SLIDE

Now if we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory. Rom 8:17

Do we realize this today?

No longer Jews or Gentiles but Christians.

“The relationship of Jews and Gentiles to Christ and to one another is the distinguishing characteristic of the church.”
Heirs together with Israel – Gentile believers will now share equally with Jews in the inheritance God is bestowing on his people.
They are members together of one body, no longer two but one group; Christian. They are equal.
They are sharers together in the promise in Christ Jesus, The Holy Spirit, and eternal life. The Gentiles are now children of Abraham.
If you are a believer today, you are a child of Abraham, a child of the promise and a child of God. You are a joint heir with Israel.
V7 God graciously gave Paul the opportunity to serve Him by proclaiming the Gospel. He is a SERVANT. He does this through the power of the Holy Spirit. Paul’s lifetime of service should be an example to all of us.
Paul’s commission came from his Damascus experience. Acts 9:15, 26:16, 17 
V8 Paul once persecuted the church of God. 1 Cor 15:9
Paul regarded God's entrusting him with the gospel as pure grace, unmerited favor.
Paul was to preach about the spiritual blessings of Eph 1.
Contrast one who violently opposed Christ to one who extols Christ. God has carried out a remarkable transformation in Paul; as he has in all of us.
V9 Paul was explaining the mystery of the church to everyone. He was to make it plain so that the believers could understand it and apply it to their lives.
God has commissioned Paul to explain how God has brought Jews and Greeks into the body of Christ by the blood of Christ; not by good works or ethnic decent.
Creator of all things – God knew about this plan from the beginning. 
V10 The angels marvel at God's wisdom as they observe Jews and Gentiles united in one body i.e. the church.  Cf Eph 1:10
Not only is this mystery marveled on earth it is also marveled in heaven a well.
“The very existence of the church reveals God’s wisdom to the powers. No person or supernatural power could have figured out how God would unfold his plan.” 
God is sovereign and will bring his plans to completion.
V11 This plan was part of God's "eternal purpose" (Eph 1:11) from the beginning. God brought this part of His plan to fruition through our Lord's earthly ministry which culminated in Christ’s death on the cross and his resurrection.
Jesus Christ is the central figure in the fulfillment of God’s plan.
“Now God can save ungodly Jews and Gentiles, make them members of the body of Christ, conform them to the image of His Son, and honor them in a unique way as the Bride of the Lamb throughout eternity”.
What does this mean for us?
V12 We an approach God with confidence because of faith in what Christ has done on the cross. This was not the case before Jesus came. Only the high priest once a year could come into God’s presence. Discuss
Gentiles have free and equal access to the Father on the basis of the work of Christ and the presence of the Spirit.

The only condition is faith in Christ.

V13 The Ephesian believers should not view his present imprisonment as a tragedy, but simply as part of his ministry. His ministry was for them and for their "glory," so they should view his "sufferings" as part of God's good will for him and for them.
[bookmark: _GoBack]They should not be discouraged or lose heart.
Suffering can achieve God’s purposes.
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