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The True Gospel of God & Contrary Gospels
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Caesar Paul, Pastor of Adult Ministries
[bookmark: _GoBack]Sermon Text: Galatians 1:6-9 (ESV) 
6  I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting him who called you in the grace of Christ and are turning to a different gospel— 
7  not that there is another one, but there are some who trouble you and want to distort the gospel of Christ. 
8  But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach to you a gospel contrary to the one we preached to you, let him be accursed. 
9  As we have said before, so now I say again: If anyone is preaching to you a gospel contrary to the one you received, let him be accursed. 
I. What is the Gospel?
A. The gospel, (good news) is for all (Jn.1:12; 3:16; 1 Tim.4:10; 1Jn.2:2).  
John 1:12 (ESV) 
12  But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God,  John 3:16 (ESV) 
16  “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.   1 Timothy 4:10 (ESV) 
10  For to this end we toil and strive, because we have our hope set on the living God, who is the Savior of all people, especially of those who believe.  1 John 2:2 (ESV) 
2  He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world.


B. The gospel is good news because it offers us what we need (Ga. 1:3, 6.  We need grace -- undeserved favor, and not what we deserved.  It is either grace or death, for the wages of sin is death.
Galatians 1:3 (ESV) Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ,  
Galatians 1:6 (ESV) 
6  I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting him who called you in the grace of Christ and are turning to a different gospel— 

C. Christ offers us this grace not as a mere man, but as an equal with God.
D. It is good news because it offers us peace.  John 14:27 (ESV) 
27  Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid.
II. The Gospel Signifies what Christ Did for Us

A.  He gave himself for our sins (Gal.1:4).  Galatians 1:4 (ESV) 
4  who gave himself for our sins to deliver us from the present evil age, according to the will of our God and Father,
What did Jesus do for us according to this verse? He gave himself for our sins to deliver us from the present evil age, according to the will of God and Father.  How do we benefit from what Jesus and God the Father did for us?  The answer is next.
Matthew 20:28 (ESV) even as the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.”
B. The gift cannot become ours until we confess our sinfulness, and turn to Him (Matt.3:2; Rom.3:23; 1Jn.1:9; Acts 2:38; Rom.10:9-10).  Matthew 3:2 (ESV) 
2  “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”  Repent means change, it means radical change.  It means a change of heart, a change of mind, a change of direction, a change of lifestyle.  It means a change of masters.  Jesus becomes the savior and master of those who repent. To repent is to say and do as the apostle Paul said and did.  He said, “Yes lord, what would you have me do.”

 Romans 3:23 (ESV)  for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 1 John 1:9 (ESV) 
9  If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  Acts 2:38 (ESV) 
38  And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
Romans 10:9-10 (ESV)  because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 
10  For with the heart one believes and is justified, and with the mouth one confesses and is saved.  Notice that one believes and is justified.  That means salvation is not meritorious.  Any gospel that requires you to work, or expend some effort towards to salvation is another gospel.  What did the apostle Paul say in the text?  He said if we are angel should come preaching another gospel, one contrary to what we have preached; we are to believe him not.  We are to reject this contrary gospel and its proponents.

C. When we trust Him, Christ delivers us from this present evil world (Gal.1:4). Galatians 1:4 (ESV) 
4  who gave himself for our sins to deliver us from the present evil age, according to the will of our God and Father,  Ephesians 2:2 (ESV) 
2  in which you once walked, following the course of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience—

D. Christ enables believers to be in the world, yet resist its evil influence (Matt.5:13-14; Jn.17:6-16).

Galatians 1:4 (ESV)   who gave himself for our sins to deliver us from the present evil age, according to the will of our God and Father,

Matthew 5:13-14 (ESV) 
13  “You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything except to be thrown out and trampled under people’s feet. 
14  “You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. 

A transformation from being a unwitting follower of the prince of the power of the air to an agent of influence of change.


  John 17:6-16 (ESV)  “I have manifested your name to the people whom you gave me out of the world. Yours they were, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. 
7  Now they know that everything that you have given me is from you. 
8  For I have given them the words that you gave me, and they have received them and have come to know in truth that I came from you; and they have believed that you sent me. 
9  I am praying for them. I am not praying for the world but for those whom you have given me, for they are yours. 
10  All mine are yours, and yours are mine, and I am glorified in them. 
11  And I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, keep them in your name, which you have given me, that they may be one, even as we are one. 
12  While I was with them, I kept them in your name, which you have given me. I have guarded them, and not one of them has been lost except the son of destruction, that the Scripture might be fulfilled. 
13  But now I am coming to you, and these things I speak in the world, that they may have my joy fulfilled in themselves. 
14  I have given them your word, and the world has hated them because they are not of the world, just as I am not of the world. 
15  I do not ask that you take them out of the world, but that you keep them from the evil one. 
16  They are not of the world, just as I am not of the world.  


III. What Is a False Gospel?    
A. Any gospel that denies the following simple facts is “another gospel” (Gal.1:6):
 1. Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures (1.Cor. 15: 3).  1 Corinthians 15:3 (ESV) 
3  For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures,  
 2.  He was buried and rose again according to the Scriptures (1Cor. 15:4).  1 Corinthians 15:4 (ESV) 
4  that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures,
 3. It is a false gospel if it is based only on the humanity of Jesus (1Jn.2: 22). 1 John 2:22 (ESV) 
22  Who is the liar but he who denies that Jesus is the Christ? This is the antichrist, he who denies the Father and the Son.
B. Any beliefs which suggests works to be the salvation is not the gospel (Rom.5:1; 10:17; Gal.2:16; Eph.2:8 -9. 
Romans 5:1 (ESV) 
1  Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Romans 10:17 (ESV) 
	7  So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ.  
Galatians 2:16 (ESV) 
16  yet we know that a person is not justified by works of the law but through faith in Jesus Christ, so we also have believed in Christ Jesus, in order to be justified by faith in Christ and not by works of the law, because by works of the law no one will be justified. 
Ephesians 2:8-9 (ESV) 
8  For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, 
9  not a result of works, so that no one may boast.


C.  A gospel which does not produce a changed life is false (James 1:22; 2:14, 17-18.  
James 1:22 (ESV) 
22  But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves.
James 2:14 (ESV)What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he has faith but does not have works? Can that faith save him? 

James 2:17-18 (ESV) 
17  So also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead. 
18  But someone will say, “You have faith and I have works.” Show me your faith apart from your works, and I will show you my faith by my works. 

Amen.

Prayer & Reflection

Prayer Requests & Praise Reports


Discussion Questions

1. Can you identify a false gospel?
2. What are some of the characteristics of false gospels?
3. Should someone request that you present the gospel to them, how would you articulate it concisely, and would you do a dry run in presenting the gospel to your life group, with the group giving helpful comments after?
4. What role does water baptism play in the true gospel of salvation?
5. What role does works, and personal effort play in ones acquisition of salvation?
6. Is it wise to accept someone as a Christian simply because they make that confession, or should we inquire further to ascertain that they believe in the Christ of 1Cor. 15: 1 - 5?
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