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From Chaos to Order, And Death to Life
May 18, 2014

Doug Busby, Senior Pastor
Gen. 1:1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.  2 Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters. 

Unusual formatting (notice the "hanging indent and remember why it was typeset that way)  Also notice the emphasis and significance of numbers: 
Counts:
elohim (total every occurence)   60 times
Yhwh (alone)	10 times
Yhwh-elohim	20 times
Occurrences of Name of God occurs 70 times!

image 3 times
good 7 times
And God said 10 times  
3  And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light.  4 God saw that  the light was good, and he separated the light from the darkness.  5 God called the light “day,” and the darkness he called “night.” And there was evening, and there was morning—a first day. 
6  And God said, “Let there be an expanse between the waters to  separate water from water.”  7 So God made the expanse and separated the water under the expanse from the water above it. And it was so.  8 God called the expanse “sky.” And there was evening, and there was morning—a second day. 
 
9  And God said, “Let the water under the sky be gathered to one place,  and let dry ground appear.” And it was so.  10 God called the dry ground “land,” and the gathered waters he called “seas.” And God saw that it was good. 
 
3  And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light.  4 God saw that the light was good, and he separated the light from the darkness.  5 God called the light “day,” and the darkness he called “night.” And there was evening, and there was morning—a first day. 
6  And God said, “Let there be an expanse between the waters to separate water from water.”  7 So God made the expanse and separated the water under the expanse from the water above it. And it was so.  8 God called the expanse “sky.” And there was evening, and there was morning—a second day. 
9  And God said, “Let the water under the sky be gathered to one place, and let dry ground appear.” And it was so.  10 God called the dry ground “land,” and the gathered waters he called “seas.” And God saw that it was good. 
11 Then God said, “Let the land produce vegetation: seed-bearing plants and trees on the land that bear fruit with seed in it, according to their various kinds.” And it was so.  12 The land produced vegetation: plants bearing seed according to their kinds and trees bearing fruit with seed in it according to their kinds. And God saw that it was good.  13 And there was evening, and there was morning—a third day. 
14  And God said, “Let there be lights in the expanse of the sky to separate the day from the night, and let them serve as signs to mark seasons and days and years,  15 and let them be lights in the expanse of the sky to give light on the earth.” And it was so.  
16 God made two great lights—the greater light to govern the day and the lesser light to govern the night. He also made the stars.  17 God set them in the expanse of the sky to give light on the earth,  18 to govern the day and the night, and to separate light from darkness. And God saw that it was good.  19 And there was evening, and there was morning—a fourth day.

Scripture NT understanding of how God speaks life into chaos and death
2Cor. 4:6 For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” made his light shine in our hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ. 

Prayer:   
O God our Creator and our Redeemer
	Speak again into the chaos of our lives and let your creative words bring about the beautiful order that we were created to experience.  Help us to respond in faith in You, and so experience being a new creation in Christ. Move on us by your Holy Spirit.
Apply to us the saving work of Jesus Christ who died on the Cross for our sins.  And be seen again as the Awesome God You are!  Amen. 

From “Broken” to Re-spoken (Unbroken by Laura Hildenbrand,  The amazing story of Louie Zamperini)

Going from Here to There
Here is “tohu vahbohu
There is the Garden of Eden

Interpreting the creation 
Todays Science: Reduced to matter and energy
Must be explained by chance (this didn't work)
Or by necessity (Dean Kenyon and Gary Steinmeir--Chemical Predestination) Dean Kenyon later acknowledged that it didn't work
Notice that we changed the definition of science to exclude the Creator Court case MacLean vs Arkansas (Michael Ruse, evolution's "witness")
But science began as a study in the works of the God of order  Jaki's book The Origin of Science and the Science of Origins-- names like Isaac Newton, Copernicus, Charles Boyle, Maxwell (ask Phil Marston), Pascal
Seen fully Creation is the expression of the God who speaks into the chaos and brings about the beautiful state of the Garden of Eden
Personal
Purposeful
Ignoring or Disobeying the Words of God
Sends the state of creation back towards “tohu vahbohu” towards the chaos of “formless and void”
See the roller coaster ride of the book of Judges in the Bible
See the history of Israel on the grand scale when finally they would go into exile with Jerusalem, temple, capital destroyed
Jeremiah 4:23
	I looked at the earth,
	      and it was formless and empty; (tohu vahbohu)
	and at the heavens,
	    and their light was gone. 
But where the life-giving words of the Gospel are spoken, a beautiful order is created, from the enmity of sin to the fellowship of righteousness and love
2Cor. 4:6 For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” made his light shine in our hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ. 
	Paul had been a violent man seeking to kill, he became a loving missionary, reaching out even to those who hated him.  See Romans 9 and 10  first paragraphs.  The God who said let light shine out of darkness brought Saul of Tarsus into contact with God through the face of Christ... the Gospel Ananias shared with him in Damascus (See Acts 9, 22, 26)

See the impact in England in the 1700s when the transforming Word of God spoken in the Gospel brought people to new birth, changed the direction of English History, reaching down even into prisons.
	See, A Burning and Shining Light, special focus on John Wesley and George Whitefield.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Thoughts to ponder ... Scripture to Apply	
· Have you seen how ignoring/disobeying the words of God have produced disorder in your life, brought death into relationships with God and people? Give an example or two
· On a national scale, can you see how ignoring God's words is producing a chaos of broken families, broken trust in government, broken connections between the study of Creation and the Creator that created it? Give a few examples.
· Have you experienced the creative life of God when responding to the Words of God in the Gospel spoken into your life?
· Are there areas of your life where you could echo the song "Something Beautiful, Something Good"  ... "all I had to offer Him was brokenness and strife, and you made something, beautiful of my life"?
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