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Holy Confidence Based on God-birthed Evidence
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Scripture Readings Indwelling Spirit  3:24; 4:13
1John 3:24 Those who obey his commands live in him, and he in them. And this is how we know that he lives in us: We know it by the Spirit he gave us. 
1John 4:13    	We know that we live in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit.

The Spirit's testimony in our hearts concerning the Son 5:6-9 
And it is the Spirit who testifies, because the Spirit is the truth.  7 For there are three that testify:  8 the Spirit, the water and the blood; and the three are in agreement.  9 We accept man’s testimony, but God’s testimony is greater because it is the testimony of God, which he has given about his Son.

Spirit's Testimony in our hearts that we have eternal life 
11 And this is the testimony: God has given us eternal life, and this life is in his Son.  12 He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life.

A hope that leads us to purifying ourselves 3:2-3
1John 3:2 Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made known. But we know that when he appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is.  3 Everyone who has this hope in him purifies himself, just as he is pure.

 Listening to the Apostolic voice 
	The voice of God in apostolic scripture
4: 6 We are from God, and whoever knows God listens to us; but whoever is not from God does not listen to us. This is how we recognize the Spirit of truth and the spirit of falsehood.

 (1:1-2 1John 1:1   	That which was from the beginning, which WE have heard, which WE have seen with our eyes, which WE have looked at and our hands have touched—this WE proclaim concerning the Word of life.  2 The life appeared; WE have seen it and testify to it, and WE proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and has appeared to US.)

 Prayer:
Father in Heaven,
	Open our ears to the witness of your Holy Spirit, that those of us who have come to faith in the Son may confidently know we have eternal life. Reinforce in our hearts the reality that, one day, the Lord Jesus Christ will return and so spur on our preparedness for His second coming.  And Father, help us see the authoritative message the Apostolic Words of Scripture bring to us.   Thank you ... Amen

Christian Confessions and their impact on a pagan world
Gaius Plinius Secundas, (Pliny), Imperial Legate of the Roman Province of Bithynia (111-113 AD) to Trajan, Emperor of the Roman Empire ( AD 98-117 ) (letter dtd c. 111)
"My Lord: 
	It is my custom to consult you whenever I am in doubt in any matter: 
	I have never been present at Christian trials; consequently I do not know the precedents regarding the question of punishment or the nature of the inquisition.  I have been in no little doubt whether some discrimination is made with regard to age, or whether the young are treated no differently from the older;   whether renunciation wins indulgence, or it is of no avail to have abandoned Christianity if one has once been a Christian; or whether the very profession of the name is to be punished ...
	So far this has been my procedure ... "I have asked the accused themselves if they were Christians; if they said 'Yes", I asked them a second and a third time, warning them of the penalty; if they persisted, I ordered them to be led off to execution."

Emperor Trajan's Reply
	My Dear Segundus: You have acted with perfect correctness ...
	They must not be ferreted out, if they are charged and convicted, they must be punished, provided that anyone who denies that he is a Christian and gives practical proof of that by invoking our gods is to be pardoned on the strength of that repudiation...
Source: Jesus & Christian Origins outside the NT,  F.F. Bruce, Eerdmans

Impact of Christians Spreading Faith

Lest you think the Roman government were dealing with a few scattered individuals, In his Pliny mentioned that Christianity, what he called "the contagious superstition", had "spread through the cities ... villages and countryside." He acknowledged that their temples had been "well-nigh abandoned" that "the sale of feed for their sacrifices had plummeted".  He admitted that a "multitude of people" had been affected by belief in Christ. And Rome felt threatened.

Where do different institutions in the United States feel threatened by the faith of Christians?  Do we allow their threats to stifle our own confessions about Christ?

A list of "these things"
Belief in the Real Jesus proclaimed by the Apostles
Confession of Sin
Walking in the Light

Loving the brethren
Confessions about Jesus
A transformed orientation toward this world

The indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit
A Blessed Hope that leads to our purifying behavior
Listening to the Apostolic voice recorded as Scripture

The Evidence of the Holy Spirit 
	Sometimes spiritually mysterious
	Sometimes falsely used
		California tongues
Have you ever sensed someone else in your work place or around you is a believer?
Have you experienced the false claims that tongues or another spiritual gift was the true evidence of belonging to God?  How should we handle that?

The True Witness of the Spirit 	(1) The internal witness of the Holy Spirit that cries out Abba. Rom. 8:15 For you did not receive a spirit that makes you a slave again to fear, but you received the Spirit of sonship. And by him we cry, “Abba, Father.” Gal. 4:6 Because you are sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit who calls out, “Abba, Father.”  

Did you perceive the witness of the Spirit soon after your conversion?  Or did you only notice it once it had been pointed out?

The True Witness of the Spirit (2) Fruits of the Spirit Galatians 5:22-23

Gal. 5:22  But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,  23 gentleness and self-control.

What are some scriptural examples where these fruits showed up?
What are examples in your (our) own lives where these have showed up?

Evidencing A Blessed Hope that leads us to purifying ourselves 3:2-3 That hope is the bodily return of Jesus Christ.

1John 3:2 Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made known. But we know that when he appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is.  3 Everyone who has this hope in him purifies himself, just as he is pure.

Where are a couple places in Scripture where this Christian "Hope" shows up?
If Jesus returned today, would He encounter you busy in doing his will?  Would we be ashamed?

Listening to the Words of the Apostles
	The last evidence we will take in today is that the voice of the Apostles speaks to us in the words of Holy Scriptures.  
The Apostle John said: 4: 6 We are from God, and whoever knows God listens to us; but whoever is not from God does not listen to us. This is how we recognize the Spirit of truth and the spirit of falsehood.
Can you remember when the words of Scripture first came alive to you?  What was that like?  Do they still speak to you? Could you have taken them for granted?
Do you have regular times in the Word?  When and where? (good habits make it happen!)

Let the Evidences Speak!
	Notice that the evidences are somewhat dynamic.  Our experience of them is based on our walking in the light.  If they are lower in volume, how could that drive us to repentance?
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