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These Things So You May Know
April 6, 2014

Doug Busby, Senior Pastor
Scripture 1 John 5:13 Purpose of 1 John & John 20:31 Purpose of the Gospel of John
[bookmark: _GoBack]1John 5:13 I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may know that you have eternal life.
Gospel of John 20:31 But these [sign miracles] are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.
Prayer:
Father in Heaven, Hallowed be Your Name! 
	May those who believe in the name of the Son of God KNOW they have eternal life. May they navigate this time on earth with the joy of knowing where they are going and Whom they are knowing!
	In our joy give us a heart to proclaim you to others.
	In Jesus' Name     Amen

Have you seen or experienced First John in Action?
	The content of joy

Remember the Four Important Categories

	Last time we learned from the Scriptures that people basically fit into 4 categories:
(1) Some think they have eternal life when they don't (Matthew 7: 21-22  not everyone who says to me Lord, Lord ...)
Not meant to be condemning, but to know they currently are condemned ... but could change categories (Blessed are the poor in Spirit for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven Matthew 5: 3 )  Saul of Tarsus thought he had eternal life because of all the works he had done for God in persecuting Christians.  But he did not know Jesus then and did not have eternal life.  But that changed!
(2) Some know they don't have eternal life with Christ because they do not believe in Him.  They do not confess Jesus as Lord and they do not believe in their hearts that God raised him from the dead. (Romans 10:9-10) 
	We know from Jn 3: 18 Those who do not believe in him stand condemned already because they do not believe -- but the Gospel of John was written so they would believe and hence have Eternal Life (John 20:31). So God desires for people in this category to change. If you're in the condemnation category ...  because you have not yet believed in Jesus,  God would deliver you from that condemnation and have you set free by Jesus death. That is why the Gospel of John was given... that you would believe Jesus is the Christ.
	Lee Strobel was like that.  He thought he could disprove the Gospel and get his atheistic wife back.  In the process, he too came to faith in Jesus-- 

(3) There are those who have eternal life but wrestle with a condemning heart.  John wrote them things of God to look at, to put their accusing hearts at rest whenever that kind of thing happened. 
	The other day I received a call from a dear man I know who has wrestled with fears and doubts for years.  

Do you know of troubled true believers who struggle with heart condemnation?  How could you encourage them?

(4) There are those who know that they have Eternal Life, and it is not arrogant for them to say so.  
	Because no one who has this Eternal Life has it because they deserved it. (Let the Redeemed of the Lord say so!) And it is a joy to them. And they should have a heart to share that joy with others. God gave me Eternal Life at great cost.  Is it OK to say so??? God gave me Life, should I not share it with others who do not have it?

First Three things from last time
	Faith in the Jesus the Apostles proclaimed
	Confession of our sins to God and to appropriate other people
	Walking in the Light

First John is about Knowing! Image of Greek in 1 John: (see pdf)

Know--
	Totals of "know" in 1 John -->  40 times (see pdf)

A more complete list of "these things"
Belief in the Real Jesus proclaimed by the Apostles
Confession of Sin
Walking in the Light
Loving the brethren
Confessions about Jesus
A transformed orientation toward this world
The indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit
A Blessed Hope that leads to our purifying behavior
Listening to the Apostolic voice recorded as Scripture
Answered Prayer
Seeing the commands of God in a non burdensome way

:  Love of the Brethren (Another of These things)
Taught by Jesus  Jn 13:34 
Taken as evidence of true Christianity by Paul (his chapter ones)
Pointed out and encouraged by Peter 1 Ptr 1: 22

If you don't love the brethren it questions your love for God 1 Jn. 3:14

Can you remember when you began to realize that you loved the brethren?  Can you enumerate any of those brethren that you love?
Story of Sam Turner ... in Irian Jaya-- the love of a Christian family

True Confessions (or True Conclusions) concerning Jesus Christ
Confession that Jesus is the Christ 2:22; 5:1
Confession that Jesus has come in the flesh 4:2
Confession- Jesus is the Son of God 4:15

Ltr from Plynius to Emperor Trajan (c. 111 or 117AD) 

A transformed orientation toward this world
	Not loving the things of this world-- change of occupational goals
		From forest ranger desires to engineer type (sub)  to minister
		College students who shifted majors after being converted
		
		Lust of the flesh-- pride of life--
	The world not loving you-- 
	Overcoming the World
Can you remember a change of interest in people that came with your conversion? Do you remember being convicted that lust was not ok?  Can you see over the course of your life that the pride of what earthly possessions you have is emptiness?  And how you use things for Christ is important?
	Do you know the feeling of rejection from others because of Christ?
	Have you seen individuals that are overcomers (Maybe a Corrie TenBoom, etc)?
Thoughts to Ponder  Scripture to Apply
Has the letter of 1 John reached its goal (1 John 5:13 ) in your life?
How many of "these things" could you recall from memory?  Which of "these things" speaks the loudest to you when it comes to knowing you have eternal life?
Could "these things" help give you a handle on where others might be in relation to Jesus Christ? Does that knowledge shape your prayers for them?
Have you ever experienced a joy like the apostles have when you see someone come to believe in Jesus Christ and then know they have eternal life?
Find a reference in 1 John for each of the following: 
Belief in the Real Jesus proclaimed by the Apostles _____, Confession of Sin _____ , Walking in the Light _____, Loving the brethren _____, Confessions about Jesus _____, A transformed orientation toward this world _____, The indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit _____,  A Blessed Hope that leads to our purifying behavior _____, Listening to the Apostolic voice recorded as Scripture _____, Answered Prayer _____,  Seeing the commands of God in a non burdensome way _____
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