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Of Death & Resurrection
Of You & Me
But First
THE PERSON OF CHRIST
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[bookmark: _GoBack]Doug Busby, Senior Pastor
Luke  Earliest Church Historian
since I myself have carefully investigated everything from the beginning, it seemed good also to me to write an orderly account for you, most excellent Theophilus,  4 so that you may know the certainty of the things you have been taught.
 P75 portion of Luke dated AD 175-225 
How do we know the account of Christ is authentic?

Scripture--Jesus’ Identity and Impending Death
Luke 9:18    Once when Jesus was praying in private and his disciples were with him, he asked them, “Who do the crowds say I am?”
19  They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, that one of the prophets of long ago has come back to life.” 
 
Luke 9:20    	“But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?”
 
 	Peter answered, “The Christ of God.” 

Luke 9:21 Jesus strictly warned them not to tell this to anyone.  22 And he said, “The Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders, chief priests and teachers of the law, and he must be killed and on the third day be raised to life.”  

Scripture-- Jesus’ Resurrection Luke 24:1-8
Luke 24:1   	On the first day of the week, very early in the morning, the women took the spices they had prepared and went to the tomb.  2 They found the stone rolled away from the tomb,  3 but when they entered, they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus.  4 While they were wondering about this, suddenly two men in clothes that gleamed like lightning stood beside them
Luke 24:5 In their fright the women bowed down with their faces to the ground, but the men said to them, “Why do you look for the living among the dead?  6 He is not here; he has risen! Remember how he told you, while he was still with you in Galilee:  7 ‘The Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, be crucified and on the third day be raised again.’” 8 Then they remembered his words.
Unpleasant common ground
A black flower
What does it mean?
Do you remember when you first faced the reality of death?  What did it do to your outlook on life?

An atheist’s outlook of death colors his approach to life
There are no gods or purposive forces
No life after death
No ultimate foundation for ethics
No ultimate meaning in life
No Free Will
	Dr. William Provine of Cornell
Atheism saps life of its meaning and optimism

The Articulate Witness from God
Couldn’t have been more positive
He is not here.  He has risen!!!
So there could be real unending life
So life could be filled with real purpose and meaning
If we could somehow be connected to Him It would be dramatically Life Changing
How has the optimism of the Resurrection of Jesus affected your life?

It could be dramatically Life Changing
It changed mine
It changed Henryk Weichert from painful meaninglessness to Spirit filled optimism (Zvi)
It changed the churches most violent enemy into the world’s greatest missionary– Saul of Tarsus became the Apostle Paul
What changes has the resurrection of Christ brought to our lives?

Luke Presents to us
Who Jesus is
The different death Jesus had to die and rise again!
Why Jesus did that
How we are to connect with it
This is a very simple outline of the Gospel.  With the Gospels of Holy Scripture, could you share Christ with another person?

Luke Presents Jesus to us
As the One fulfilling the Prophecied Virgin Birth:  Immanuel—God with us!
Yet one who was fully Man, the genealogy
Came into our history
Overcame all temptation—never sinned
Came to proclaim God’s favor in the Good News Lk. 4
Luke Presents Jesus to us
Showed Himself to be the Christ
Demonically demented to their right minds
	Instantly healing the sick Lk 4
	Leprosy & Paralysis Lk 5
	Raising the dead widow's son Luke 7:11 ff
Radically divine teaching
Loving your enemies
Changing us from condemning to forgiving
Giving True Forgiveness--whose evidence was visible
Authority over nature Lk 8  the storm
All Leading to the Great Confession– You are the Christ
What is the Jesus you believe in like?

The Different Death He had to Die  Luke 9
The death He had to die– the divine requirement for the favor of God
Isaiah 53:8-11 By oppression and judgment he was taken away.  And who can speak of his descendants? For he was cut off from the land of the living; for the transgression of my people, he was stricken.  9 He was assigned a grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death, though he had done no violence, nor was any deceit in his mouth.  10.  Yet is was the LORD'S will to crush him and cause him to suffer,  and though the LORD makes his life a guilt offering, he will see his offspring and prolong his days, and the will of The Lord will prosper in his hand. 11. After the suffering of his soul, he will see the light [of life] and be satisfied; by his knowledge my righteous servant will justify many, and he will bear their iniquities...
Psalm 22  
His death was for your sins!

How was Jesus' death different from ours?

How we connect with Him
So His death becomes ours, and His resurrection becomes ours!
By faith  Luke 24: 25ff
Don’t let false arguments turn you away!
What is faith?  What is the difference between "believing that" and "believing in?"

Hear the Incredibly Good News
Why do you look for the Living among the dead?
He is not here, HE HAS RISEN
HIS DEATH AND RESURRECTION CAN BECOME YOURS!

Thoughts to Ponder
	What do you think about the Resurrection of Jesus Christ?
	What was unusual about the death of Christ that preceded His resurrection?
	Are you up to talking about any reservations you might have about believing in the Good News of Jesus Christ?  If so, feel free to make a call to Pastor Doug, or Pastor Caesar Paul at the church 509-872-3390 or on their cell phones (ask secretary or them personally).
	What objections to believing in the Resurrection of Jesus Christ have you  
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