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The Plan Blessings & Propagation of Redemption
March 30, 2014

Caesar Paul, Pastor of Adult Ministries
Sermon Text: Ephesians 1: 1 – 14, Ephesians 1:1-14 (ESV) 
1  Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, To the saints who are in Ephesus, and are faithful in Christ Jesus: 
2  Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
3  Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 
4  even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before him. In love 
5  he predestined us for adoption as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will, 
6  to the praise of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in the Beloved. 
7  In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace, 
8  which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight 
9  making known to us the mystery of his will, according to his purpose, which he set forth in Christ 
10  as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth. 
11  In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to the purpose of him who works all things according to the counsel of his will, 
12  so that we who were the first to hope in Christ might be to the praise of his glory. 
13  In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, 
14  who is the guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the praise of his glory. 

Sermon Title: The Plan Blessings and Propagation of Redemption

1. Particulars about Paul vs.1,  Ephesians 1:1 (ESV) 
1  Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, To the saints who are in Ephesus, and are faithful in Christ Jesus: 
 Paul called himself an apostle by the will of God.  Why?  An apostle was a sent one (original meaning) and Jesus sent out the disciples to preach His message of salvation.  Mark 3:13-15 (ESV) 
13  And he went up on the mountain and called to him those whom he desired, and they came to him. 
14  And he appointed twelve (whom he also named apostles) so that they might be with him and he might send them out to preach 
15  and have authority to cast out demons. 
But Paul was not one of the twelve?  Paul personal call came later.  Acts 9:3-6 (ESV) 
3  Now as he went on his way, he approached Damascus, and suddenly a light from heaven shone around him. 
4  And falling to the ground he heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?” 
5  And he said, “Who are you, Lord?” And he said, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. 
6  But rise and enter the city, and you will be told what you are to do.”
Acts 9:15-17 (ESV) 
15  But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is a chosen instrument of mine to carry my name before the Gentiles and kings and the children of Israel. 
16  For I will show him how much he must suffer for the sake of my name.” 
17  So Ananias departed and entered the house. And laying his hands on him he said, “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus who appeared to you on the road by which you came has sent me so that you may regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.”  

In I Cor. 15 Paul writes about Christ appearing to him as one abnormally born.  1 Corinthians 15:8-10 (ESV) 
8  Last of all, as to one untimely born, he appeared also to me. 
9  For I am the least of the apostles, unworthy to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. 
10  But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace toward me was not in vain. On the contrary, I worked harder than any of them, though it was not I, but the grace of God that is with me.

2. Particulars about you and me vs. 1, 7-8, 13.  
a. In the bible believers in Christ are called saints.   Saints mean “Holy People.”  It is a God given title for all God’s people.  It is also a title given by men to other men whom they consider to be holy.  That we take with a pinch of salt, because men make mischief, and men cannot see the heart.  To be holy is to separate oneself from evil and dedicate oneself to God.  
Holiness is clearly portrayed as an encounter with the living God, which results in a holiness of life-style (Isa. 6). So holiness is more than a one-time separating and uniting activity. It is a way of life. “Ye shall be holy: for I am holy” (Lev. 19:2). Saints are people who try to live holy lives (Dan. 7:18-28).
Holman Bible Dictionary.

b.  “Faithful in Christ Jesus” faithful means, steadfast, dedicated, dependable, and worthy of trust. It is derived from the Hebrew root having the basic meaning “to trust (a person),” or “to believe (a statement).” This is the same root that gives us the word “amen.” The derived meaning is that the one so described is trustworthy, dependable, trusting, or loyal. Moses was faithful in all God’s household (Num. 12:7). “Faithful” is used to describe the relation of God and Israel (Deut. 7:9). The faithful God keeps His covenant, and the faithful people keep His commandments.

Holman Bible Dictionary.
3.  Pronouncement of Blessings vs. 2-3, 6.  Ephesians 1:2-3 (ESV) 
2  Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
3  Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places,   Ephesians 1:6 (ESV) 
6  to the praise of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in the Beloved.
Bless or blessed is among other things a salutation of friendliness. It means happy or fortunate.  It also refers to the religious joy people may experience as a result of their encounter with Christ.  It ref.
4. Pre-creation Purposes of God vs. 4 – 5.  Ephesians 1:4-5 (ESV) 
4  even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before him. In love 
5  he predestined us for adoption as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will,
5. Positioned in Christ vs. 5, 7.  Ephesians 1:5 (ESV) 
5  he predestined us for adoption as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will,  Ephesians 1:7 (ESV) 
7  In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace,
6. Perfect or Perfected in Christ.  Ephesians 4:12-13 (ESV) 
12  to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, 
13  until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ, 
 Matthew 5:48 (ESV) 
48  You therefore must be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect.
7. Perpetual Life in Heaven under His Kingship vs. 14.  Ephesians 1:14 (ESV) 
14  who is the guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the praise of his glory.  Ephesians 1:18 (ESV) 
18  having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints,
8. Path to Salvation vs. 13.  Ephesians 1:13 (ESV) 
13  In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit,

a.  You heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation.
b. You believed in Him.
c. After your heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation and believed, you were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit.
How did you hear?  We heard because of the saints I vs 1.  We heard because of the “faithful in Christ Jesus” in vs.1.
Romans 10:13-15 (ESV) 
13  For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” 
14  How then will they call on him in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in him of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone preaching? 
15  And how are they to preach unless they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good news!” 

The faithful in Christ Jesus will become:
 1. Christ like in purpose. 
2. Christ like in personality.  
Philippians 2:1-11 (ESV) 
1  So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any participation in the Spirit, any affection and sympathy, 
2  complete my joy by being of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. 
3  Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others more significant than yourselves. 
4  Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others. 
5  Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, 
6  who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, 
7  but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. 
8  And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 
9  Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, 
10  so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
11  and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 


9. Predestined to Participate in the Promulgation of the Gospel vs.13.  Rom.10:13 -15.  Ephesians 1:18 (ESV) 
18  having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints,
10. Proactive in Building Friendships  Ephesians 1:13 (ESV) 
13  In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit,  
Romans 10:15 (ESV) 
15  And how are they to preach unless they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good news!”
11. Promise of God to Us vs.13-14.  Ephesians 1:13-14 (ESV) 
13  In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, 
14  who is the guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the praise of his glory. 
12. Possession of the Promise vs.13-14.  Ephesians 1:13-14 (ESV)  u
13  In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, 
14  who is the guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the praise of his glory.
13. Persistent in the Emphasis of Christ vs. 1-14.  
1.  Vs. 1 …faithful in Christ.
2. Vs. 3  …blessed us in Christ
3. Vs .4 … in Him
4. Vs 5   through Jesus Christ
5. Vs 6  … in the beloved
6. Vs 7   In Him …
7. Vs 9 … in Christ
8. Vs 10  in Him
9. Vs 12 in Christ
10. Vs 13 In Him
11. Vs 13 … in Him.

Further 
 1.  Vs 6.  His Grace. 2.  Vs. 7.  His blood.  3.  Vs. 7.  His grace.  4. Vs.9. His will.  5.   6. Vs. 9. His kind intention.  7.  Vs 11. His purpose. 8. Vs. 11. His will.   9. Vs. 12. His glory.  10.  Vs. 14. His glory.

It is abundantly clear that we are to become like Christ and we ore to broadcast Christ.  We are to be conformed to the image of Christ and we are to convey Christ to our community.
Amen.
Prayer and Reflection.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Prayer Requests and Praise Reports.
Discussion Questions
1.  Were you blessed by the service today, if so, how so?
2. Were you blessed and or challenged by the sermon today, if so, how so?
3. In vs 1 of the text Paul lists two particulars about the believer, what are they, and more importantly, how strongly do you identify with those biblical descriptions of yourself as a child of God?
4. Can you can identify the three persons of the Trinity in Eph. 1: 1-14?
5. There appears to be a division of labor in the Holy Trinity, what role has each played or is playing?
6. Verse 13 says “…when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation,” who did they hear it from?
7. Of the multitudes of people groups upon the earth, which people group is most qualified to proclaim the word of truth?
8. What is a summary, or the essence of the “word of Truth?”
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