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To Be Like Jesus
March 16, 2014

Caesar Paul, Pastor of Adult Ministries
Sermon Text:  Matt 28:18-20; Eph.4: 11- 12.  Matthew 28:18-20 (ESV) 
18  And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 
19  Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
20  teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”  
Ephesians 4:11-16 (ESV) 
11  And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, 
12  to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, 
13  until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ, 
14  so that we may no longer be children, tossed to and fro by the waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful schemes. 
15  Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, 
16  from whom the whole body, joined and held together by every joint with which it is equipped, when each part is working properly, makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in love.

Sermon Title:   To Be Like Jesus
As Christians, we are to grow up into Christ and to become more and more like Him.  It appears to me that Jesus was and is a people person, and He desires that all of us Christians become people persons like Him.  So, I wish to proclaim the following:
That Jesus’ passion was people
That Jesus was a people person, and in spite of how we are wired, he wants us to become interested in people, to grow in our love for people, to pray for the salvation of people, to befriend people, and to proclaim and to present the good news of gospel to all people
That Jesus is the propitiation of our sins (the act of atoning for sin or wrongdoing, especially appeasing a deity).
That Jesus procured our salvation.
That Jesus commanded us to propagate the gospel (to transmit from one generation to the next).
That Jesus commanded us to promulgate the gospel (to state or announce, to declare, to express, to profess, to tell, to verbalize, to utter, to affirm, to give tongue to).


I.   Jesus’ Passion Was People (Jn. 3: 16; Matt. 18:11; 2Pet. 3:9).
 John 3:16 (ESV) 
16  “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.
 God is personally concerned with “every whoever” that walked the face of the earth.  So much so that He has personally provided for the reconciliation of every individual to God our creator.

Jesus’ mission and passion was people.
Matthew 18:11 (NASB) 
11  ["For the Son of Man has come to save that which was lost.]
John 1:29 (ESV) 
29  The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world! 

Matthew 18:12-14 (ESV) 
12  What do you think? If a man has a hundred sheep, and one of them has gone astray, does he not leave the ninety-nine on the mountains and go in search of the one that went astray? 
13  And if he finds it, truly, I say to you, he rejoices over it more than over the ninety-nine that never went astray. 
14  So it is not the will of my Father who is in heaven that one of these little ones should perish.
[bookmark: _GoBack]2 Peter 3:9 (ESV) 
9  The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach repentance.

II.  Jesus Was a People Person (Psm.8: 4-9; Luke 19:10; Matt.18:5-6; Luke 19: 1-5; Jn. 1: 1-5).
Psalm 8:4-9 (ESV) 
4  what is man that you are mindful of him, and the son of man that you care for him? 
5  Yet you have made him a little lower than the heavenly beings and crowned him with glory and honor. 
6  You have given him dominion over the works of your hands; you have put all things under his feet, 
7  all sheep and oxen, and also the beasts of the field, 
8  the birds of the heavens, and the fish of the sea, whatever passes along the paths of the seas. 
9  O LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth! 

You can tell what God thinks and feels about us humans by the rank, and the responsibility He has given to us in the hierarchy of creators.

Gen. 1: 26 informs us that from the very beginning of creation God had love and visions of grandeur for us human beings.  
Genesis 1:26 (ESV) 
26  Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” 

One can give without loving, but it is impossible to love without giving, and so we see God giving to us.

  Genesis 1:29-30 (ESV) 
29  And God said, “Behold, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is on the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit. You shall have them for food. 
30  And to every beast of the earth and to every bird of the heavens and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.” And it was so.

The ultimate act of love for all people is the giving of Himself as full payment for all our sins, and have new life in Christ for all eternity.

John 15:13 (ESV) 
13  Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his friends.

Luke 22:19 (ESV) 
19  And he took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to them, saying, “This is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Luke 19:10 (ESV) 
10  For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.”
Matthew 18:5-6 (ESV) 
5  “Whoever receives one such child in my name receives me, 
6  but whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be better for him to have a great millstone fastened around his neck and to be drowned in the depth of the sea.
We can clearly see the heart of Jesus for not just the little children, but for all the children of His creation in this exchange.

Luke 19:1-5 (ESV) 
1  He entered Jericho and was passing through. 
2  And behold, there was a man named Zacchaeus. He was a chief tax collector and was rich. 
3  And he was seeking to see who Jesus was, but on account of the crowd he could not, because he was small in stature. 
4  So he ran on ahead and climbed up into a sycamore tree to see him, for he was about to pass that way. 
5  And when Jesus came to the place, he looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, hurry and come down, for I must stay at your house today.” 

Jesus told a lost man that he would like to visit with him.  Jesus took the initiative to befriend the troubled, and maladjusted man.

John 1:35-39 (ESV) 
35  The next day again John was standing with two of his disciples, 
36  and he looked at Jesus as he walked by and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God!” 
37  The two disciples heard him say this, and they followed Jesus. 
38  Jesus turned and saw them following and said to them, “What are you seeking?” And they said to him, “Rabbi” (which means Teacher), “where are you staying?” 
39  He said to them, “Come and you will see.” So they came and saw where he was staying, and they stayed with him that day, for it was about the tenth hour. 

Jesus Procured Our Salvation (Jn.1:29; Jn. 19:30; 1Jn:2:2).
John 1:29 (ESV) 
29  The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world! 

John 19:30 (ESV) 
30  When Jesus had received the sour wine, he said, “It is finished,” and he bowed his head and gave up his spirit.

1 John 2:2 (ESV) 
2  He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world. (placation, conciliation, salvation, rescue, deliverance, reparation, amends)

Jesus Commanded the Promulgation of the Gospel (Matt. 28: 18-20
Matthew 28:18-20 (ESV) 

18 And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 
19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
20  teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”

In the great commission we have four specific instructions: go, make disciples, baptize them and teach them.  But before Jesus gave them the commands, he informed them of the magnitude of his authority.
“All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.”  Why did Jesus preface his command or commission with this reminder of His absolute authority in heaven and on earth?
Could it be because he knew that lesser individuals and authority would try to prevent us from following our Savior’s command?
Not long after His ascension Peter and the other disciples encountered political and religious authorities who arrested them, and ordered them not to speak in His name.
Acts 5:19-20 (ESV) 
19  But during the night an angel of the Lord opened the prison doors and brought them out, and said, 
20  “Go and stand in the temple and speak to the people all the words of this Life.”
Acts 5:27-33 (ESV) 
27  And when they had brought them, they set them before the council. And the high priest questioned them, 
28  saying, “We strictly charged you not to teach in this name, yet here you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching, and you intend to bring this man’s blood upon us.” 
29  But Peter and the apostles answered, “We must obey God rather than men. 
30  The God of our fathers raised Jesus, whom you killed by hanging him on a tree. 
31  God exalted him at his right hand as Leader and Savior, to give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. 
32  And we are witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey him.” 
33  When they heard this, they were enraged and wanted to kill them. 

Many proclaimers of the gospel are doing so under the threat of death.  Increasingly, in this modern world, Christians, churches and Christian institutions are being looked upon with disfavor. Too many of our respectable institutions are asking Christians not to proselytize.  
In the marketplace of ideas, each religion should be allowed to stand or fall on its own merit.  Government should not be impeding  or assisting any one above the other.
Could this be the reason Jesus prefaced His commission to His disciples with the statement, all authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me, therefore go…?
Everyone who names the name of Christ must find a way to obey God, and not to unnecessarily enrage the lesser authority they are under. 
Steps in Going
Become interested in people.  Start a conversation.  Learn to listen.  In listening questions will come to mind.
Make friends.  Exchange stories, and trust the spirit for the next steps by Bill Hybels
Wait for people to ask you about yourself.

Amen.
Prayer and reflection.
Prayer requests and praise reports.
Doxology

Discussion Questions
Our text more that suggests, that part of God’s purpose for us is to become more like Him, and to become active in the promulgation and propagation of the good news of salvation; Do you see that, and what has been your response to those requirements?
Does not being a “people person” exempt one from not being active in the propagation of the gospel?
Do you feel satisfied and complete in Jesus?
Are you thirsty for Jesus and for righteousness?
How conscious of the fact that you are to become like Jesus are you?
Do you see people as annoyances and distractions, or do you see them as opportunities to touch them in a redemptive manner?
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