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No Cross, No Crown; No Joy, No Power


Caesar Paul, Pastor of Adult Ministries

Sermon Text: Mark 8: 27- 38. Mark 8:27-38 (ESV) 
27  And Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi. And on the way he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” 
28  And they told him, “John the Baptist; and others say, Elijah; and others, one of the prophets.” 
29  And he asked them, “But who do you say that I am?” Peter answered him, “You are the Christ.” 
30  And he strictly charged them to tell no one about him. 
31  And he began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders and the chief priests and the scribes and be killed, and after three days rise again. 
32  And he said this plainly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. 
33  But turning and seeing his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are not setting your mind on the things of God, but on the things of man.” 
34  And calling the crowd to him with his disciples, he said to them, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. 
35  For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake and the gospel’s will save it. 
36  For what does it profit a man to gain the whole world and forfeit his soul? 
37  For what can a man give in return for his soul? 
38  For whoever is ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of him will the Son of Man also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.” 

  Jesus Could Have Avoided the Cross but He Did Not (Jn.10:38; Jn. 1:14; Heb.9:22; Rom.1:16).
A.  Jesus had the power to avoid the cross if he wanted to, and He clearly expressed that in John 10:18.  John 10:17-18 (NASB) 
17  "For this reason the Father loves Me, because I lay down My life so that I may take it again. 
18  "No one has taken it away from Me, but I lay it down on My own initiative. I have authority to lay it down, and I have authority to take it up again. This commandment I received from My Father."
B. If Jesus had avoided the cross he would have contradicted the very purpose for which he came.  
John 1:14 (NASB) says,
14  And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth.  Why did that happen?  Because blood is in the flesh, and Heb. 9:22 says, Hebrews 9:22 (ESV) 
22  Indeed, under the law almost everything is purified with blood, and without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of sins. 
C.  Here is a thought – Human beings are not born into the world merely to live, for that is no better than an animal.  We also have “spirit” in addition to soul and body.  To fail to accomplish the purpose for which you were born is to miss the real joy of life. 
What is the purpose of life?  
 According to Isa. 43:7, it is to glorify God and to enjoy Him forever. Isaiah 60:21 (ESV) 
21  Your people shall all be righteous; they shall possess the land forever, the branch of my planting, the work of my hands, that I might be glorified. 
1 Corinthians 6:20 (ESV) 
20  for you were bought with a price. So glorify God in your body. 
1 Corinthians 10:31 (ESV) 
31  So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God. 
 Revelation 21:3-4 (ESV) 
3  And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be with them as their God. 
4  He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.”

D.  Can you imagine Christianity without the cross and the consequent resurrection?
It would simply be one of the many religions of the world.  It would not be the transforming “power of God unto salvation”.  Romans 1:16 (KJV) 
16  For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek. 

  Jesus Taught about the Necessity of the Cross (Matt. 16:21; Mk. 8: 31; Luke 9: 22).
Gospel writers Matthew, Mark, and Luke all used the same word to communicate the necessity of the cross.  Matthew writes, Matthew 16:21 (ESV) 
21  From that time Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised. 
Mark writes, Mark 8:31 (ESV) 
31  And he began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders and the chief priests and the scribes and be killed, and after three days rise again. 

Luke writes, Luke 9:21-22 (ESV) 
21  And he strictly charged and commanded them to tell this to no one, 
22  saying, “The Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised.” 
That word is “must,” and it communicates a divine imperative.  It communicates an absolute necessity.
  In God’s redemptive plan it was necessary that Christ be killed. 
At the very beginning of Jesus’ ministry, do you remember what John the Baptist said?  He said in John 1:29 (ESV) 
29  The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world! 
Jesus did not die because the situation was unavoidable.
It was necessary that He die because this was how He would redeem us and bring us into fellowship with God. It was the "must" of duty. 
Hebrews 9:22 (ESV) 
22  Indeed, under the law almost everything is purified with blood, and without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of sins.

The Cross

One commentator says:
The disciple's cross is the choice of God's will for the individual, even as Jesus' cross was God's will for Him. 
Self-denial is a rejection of human wisdom and desires that may conflict with God's will. And "following" Jesus is staying close to Him, living in intimate daily relationship, by adopting His own commitment to please God.
A person who rejects discipleship will never know what he or she might have become if his or her life had been turned over to Jesus.
 Only if we commit ourselves fully to Him, and make the disciples' daily choice of obedience, can we discover the new life relationship which Jesus makes possible for us
[bookmark: _GoBack]In vs 34 of the text, three conditions were laid down, deny oneself, take up his cross, and follow Christ.
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