[image: ]

Sword of the Spirit & the Warrior’s Prayers
February 23, 2014

Doug Busby, Senior Pastor

Title:   Sword of the Spirit and The Warrior's Prayers

Ephesians 6: 
[bookmark: _GoBack]16 In all circumstances take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming darts of the evil one;  17 and take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God,18 praying at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer and supplication. To that end keep alert with all perseverance, making supplication for all the saints,  

Heb. 4:12-13  	For the word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart.  13 Nothing in all creation is hidden from God’s sight. Everything is uncovered and laid bare before the eyes of him to whom we must give account.

Prayer --Our Father Prayer-- 
Matt. 6:9-13  “This, then, is how you should pray:
“ ‘Our Father in heaven,  hallowed be your name,
10 your kingdom come,  your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
11  Give us today our daily bread.  12  Forgive us our debts,  
as we also have forgiven our debtors. 13  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one.’
(from 1 Chron 29:11) For Yours is the Kingdom and the Power and the Glory for ever.  Amen

Reminder, This world is a Spiritual war zone
Jesus said in the world you will have tribulation
Jesus' death on the Cross changed the nature of the battle!
1 Peter 3: 18 For Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God. He was put to death in the body but made alive by the Spirit,  ... and He vs. 22 has gone into heaven and is at God’s right hand—with angels, authorities and powers in submission to him.
One of the incoming fiery darts is Hypocrisy
	No hypocrites in Heaven
	The issue is the existence of non hypocrites
		Charles Templeton re Billy Graham  "Billy is pure gold.  There is no feigning or fakery in him.  He's a first rate human being.  Billy is profoundly Christian-- he's the genuine goods, as they say.  He sincerely believes--unquestionably.  He is as wholesome and faithful as anyone can be." 
  (p. 20  The Case for Faith, Lee Strobel, paper back, Harper Collins, c. 2000.)

Name some well known Christians who are not hypocrites:

Jesus Prepared His disciples for that hostility
	Matt. 10:22 All men will hate you because of me, but he who stands firm to the end will be saved. (|| in Mark 13:13) Luke 6:22  Blessed are you when men hate you, when they exclude you and insult you and reject your name as evil, because of the Son of Man.
John 15:18  “If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first. 19 If you belonged to the world, it would love you as its own. As it is, you do not belong to the world, but I have chosen you out of the world. That is why the world hates you.
		Are you overwhelmed by how others think of you?
	How did Jesus prepare his disciples to handle the hate that would come their way?


Sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God
Where the Word of the Lord is used in a godly way, the Divine War Advances
ungodly powers of darkness are routed and people on earth who are under their power are freed 
The Scriptures are the Word of the Lord
Given birth by the Spirit of God 2 Peter 1:20
And it is a Discerner of the thoughts and attitudes of the human heart

	Gen. 1 & 3
2 Chron 34  Josiah and the discovered Word of God
Using the Sword  Acts 2 Peter on day of Pentecost

How to use the Sword
Be in tune with the Holy Spirit--
you'll have a hunger to read it
Know the Context-
Experience before using it with others
Experience the defensive power of the sword
Experience the conquering power of the sword

The Prayers of the Warriors
Always in contact with his/her commanding officer
Always in the Spirit
The Prayer for your fellow soldiers

Facets of Warrior's Prayer
1. At all times in all occasions-- 
A set time, and at all kinds of opportunities:  set times are important, because they can train us to focus on God, not just ourselves.  So when is your set time.? And second is training yourself to communicate with God in the flow of your day
2. In the Spirit-- 
How do you recognize the Spirit in prayer  The Spirit connects us relationally to God.  In the Spirit we cry out to God as "Abba, Father".  In the Spirit we find ourselves praying for the things God would have us pray for, not merely selfish desires, or God, make all my difficulties go away.  When I pray in the Spirit I am not praying because I have to.
3. With both Talking to God about what He wants to communicate with you (set prayer frameworks from Scripture) and what you want to request with God--supplications.)  It goes two ways.
4. Learning to make requests for your fellow soldiers in this war we are in.  
It matters how your brothers and sisters in Christ are doing! 
5. Spiritual alertness takes place in prayer-- 
when I am conscious of God in prayer, I can see things I need to be alert to, and spiritually need to do something about.
6. Persevere -- keep on keeping on,
The Victor's Crown Awaits Us!
James 1:12    	Blessed is the man who perseveres under trial, because when he has stood the test, he will receive the crown of life that God has promised to those who love him.
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