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No Cross, No Crown; No Joy, No Power


Caesar Paul, Pastor of Adult Ministries

Sermon Text: Mark 8: 27- 38. Mark 8:27-38 (ESV) 
27  And Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi. And on the way he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” 
28  And they told him, “John the Baptist; and others say, Elijah; and others, one of the prophets.” 
29  And he asked them, “But who do you say that I am?” Peter answered him, “You are the Christ.” 
30  And he strictly charged them to tell no one about him. 
31  And he began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders and the chief priests and the scribes and be killed, and after three days rise again. 
32  And he said this plainly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. 
33  But turning and seeing his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are not setting your mind on the things of God, but on the things of man.” 
34  And calling the crowd to him with his disciples, he said to them, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. 
35  For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake and the gospel’s will save it. 
36  For what does it profit a man to gain the whole world and forfeit his soul? 
37  For what can a man give in return for his soul? 
38  For whoever is ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of him will the Son of Man also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.” 

  Jesus Could Have Avoided the Cross but He Did Not (Jn.10:38; Jn. 1:14; Heb.9:22; Rom.1:16).
A.  Jesus had the power to avoid the cross if he wanted to, and He clearly expressed that in John 10:18.  John 10:17-18 (NASB) 
17  "For this reason the Father loves Me, because I lay down My life so that I may take it again. 
18  "No one has taken it away from Me, but I lay it down on My own initiative. I have authority to lay it down, and I have authority to take it up again. This commandment I received from My Father."
B. If Jesus had avoided the cross he would have contradicted the very purpose for which he came.  
John 1:14 (NASB) says,
14  And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth.  Why did that happen?  Because blood is in the flesh, and Heb. 9:22 says, Hebrews 9:22 (ESV) 
22  Indeed, under the law almost everything is purified with blood, and without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of sins. 
C.  Here is a thought – Human beings are not born into the world merely to live, for that is no better than an animal.  We also have “spirit” in addition to soul and body.  To fail to accomplish the purpose for which you were born is to miss the real joy of life. 
What is the purpose of life?  
 According to Isa. 43:7, it is to glorify God and to enjoy Him forever. Isaiah 60:21 (ESV) 
21  Your people shall all be righteous; they shall possess the land forever, the branch of my planting, the work of my hands, that I might be glorified. 
1 Corinthians 6:20 (ESV) 
20  for you were bought with a price. So glorify God in your body. 
1 Corinthians 10:31 (ESV) 
31  So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God. 
 Revelation 21:3-4 (ESV) 
3  And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be with them as their God. 
4  He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.”

D.  Can you imagine Christianity without the cross and the consequent resurrection?
It would simply be one of the many religions of the world.  It would not be the transforming “power of God unto salvation”.  Romans 1:16 (KJV) 
16  For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek. 

  Jesus Taught about the Necessity of the Cross (Matt. 16:21; Mk. 8: 31; Luke 9: 22).
Gospel writers Matthew, Mark, and Luke all used the same word to communicate the necessity of the cross.  Matthew writes, Matthew 16:21 (ESV) 
21  From that time Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised. 
Mark writes, Mark 8:31 (ESV) 
31  And he began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders and the chief priests and the scribes and be killed, and after three days rise again. 

Luke writes, Luke 9:21-22 (ESV) 
21  And he strictly charged and commanded them to tell this to no one, 
22  saying, “The Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised.” 
That word is “must,” and it communicates a divine imperative.  It communicates an absolute necessity.
  In God’s redemptive plan it was necessary that Christ be killed. 
At the very beginning of Jesus’ ministry, do you remember what John the Baptist said?  He said in John 1:29 (ESV) 
29  The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world! 
Jesus did not die because the situation was unavoidable.
It was necessary that He die because this was how He would redeem us and bring us into fellowship with God. It was the "must" of duty. 
Hebrews 9:22 (ESV) 
22  Indeed, under the law almost everything is purified with blood, and without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of sins.
  He Made His Announcement Only after Peter's Great Confession about His Being the Christ 
He was recognized as the divinely anointed of God. 
As a mere man He would not have died while He had the power to live. 
As people indwelt by God and participants in the divine nature (See 2Pet.1:4)), we choose duty before life, the cross before pleasure and enjoyment of this world. If we are not characterized by this divine nature, we are none of His. This is clearly stated in Mark 8: 34, "Whosoever will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me." 
  There Were No Short-Cuts to Success (Matt.4:3).
It is very informative to note that the first one to suggest success and achievement without the cross was Satan himself. 
Jesus rejected Satan’s suggestion that he perform a miracle of turning useless stones into useful bread.  Matthew 4:3 (ESV) 
3  And the tempter came and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, command these stones to become loaves of bread.”
We should watch out for those who have followed Satan's suggestion to perform "miracles" and have not "taken up their crosses" to follow Jesus. Beware of the preachers of the gospel of wealth and prosperity. 
Every time I hear such a sermon, my mind goes back to this account in Luke which reads, Luke 16:19-31 (ESV) 
19  “There was a rich man who was clothed in purple and fine linen and who feasted sumptuously every day. 
20  And at his gate was laid a poor man named Lazarus, covered with sores, 
21  who desired to be fed with what fell from the rich man’s table. Moreover, even the dogs came and licked his sores. 
22  The poor man died and was carried by the angels to Abraham’s side. The rich man also died and was buried, 
23  and in Hades, being in torment, he lifted up his eyes and saw Abraham far off and Lazarus at his side. 
24  And he called out, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus to dip the end of his finger in water and cool my tongue, for I am in anguish in this flame.’ 
25  But Abraham said, ‘Child, remember that you in your lifetime received your good things, and Lazarus in like manner bad things; but now he is comforted here, and you are in anguish. 
26  And besides all this, between us and you a great chasm has been fixed, in order that those who would pass from here to you may not be able, and none may cross from there to us.’ 
27  And he said, ‘Then I beg you, father, to send him to my father’s house— 
28  for I have five brothers—so that he may warn them, lest they also come into this place of torment.’ 
29  But Abraham said, ‘They have Moses and the Prophets; let them hear them.’ 
30  And he said, ‘No, father Abraham, but if someone goes to them from the dead, they will repent.’ 
31  He said to him, ‘If they do not hear Moses and the Prophets, neither will they be convinced if someone should rise from the dead.’” 
Satan wanted Jesus to acquire instant fame and glory, and he quoted Scripture to persuade Him to do so. Satan suggested that God would perform a miracle if Jesus would only cast Himself from the pinnacle of the temple. 

Success from Christ's point of view is living in voluntary obscurity and self-effacement like Christ when you could live otherwise.   Remember Moses father in law?


  He Who Had the Will to Die on the Cross Had the Power to Rise from the Dead (Matt.8:31; Phi.1:21).

No other person on earth has ever said what Jesus said and accomplished it: "The Son of man must suffer many things, and be rejected of the elders and of the chief priests, and scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again" (. Mark 8:31).
He knew that by God's appointment He was to die but He was absolutely sure that on the third day He would rise from the dead. 
Would the world be better had He chosen to live on, escape death and not exercise His power to rise from the dead? 
As in His case, so in everyone He indwells: ". . . to live is Christ, and to die is gain”. 

Amen.
Prayer & Reflection.
Holy Communion.
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Discussion Questions
1. Why was the Word become flesh according to John1: 12?
1. Jesus had the power to lay down His life and take it up again according to John 10:18; if you had this power would you voluntary die, and for what reason?
1. Why were you born, or what is the purpose of your life?
1. How do you respond to the statement, “to fail to accomplish the purpose for which God has destined us, is to miss the real joy of life?”
1. Would the world be better had He chosen to live on, escape death and not exercise His power to rise from the dead?
1. What did the Holy Spirit say to you during the presentation of the word in the Service?
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