[image: ]

Armor of God: The Rest of the Set
February 16, 2014


Doug Busby, Senior Pastor

Scripture: (from last time) Ephesians 6: 13-15

Key Scripture for today: Ephesians 6: 16-18 In all circumstances take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming darts of the evil one;  17 and take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God,  18 praying at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer and supplication. To that end keep alert with all perseverance, making supplication for all the saints,

Greek text Eph 6: 16-1 ejn pa◊sin aÓnalabo/nteß to\n qureo\n thvß pi÷stewß, ejn wˆ— dunh/sesqe pa¿nta ta» be÷lh touv ponhrouv [ta»] pepurwme÷na sbe÷sai:  17 kai« th\n perikefalai÷an touv swthri÷ou de÷xasqe kai« th\n ma¿cairan touv pneu/matoß, o¢ ejstin rJhvma qeouv.  18 Dia» pa¿shß proseuchvß kai« deh/sewß proseuco/menoi ejn panti« kairwˆ◊ ejn pneu/mati, kai« eijß aujto\ aÓgrupnouvnteß ejn pa¿shØ proskarterh/sei kai« deh/sei peri« pa¿ntwn tw◊n aJgi÷wn


Prayer
Lord of Hosts, 
	May our eyes be open to see the spiritual conflict around us so we might see our need for the complete armor of God. Having observed this, help us to see the strength of the Armor you have equipped us with, and so take up the shield of faith,  put on the helmet of salvation, and wield the sword of the Spirit. And when the devil has unloaded all that he has to take our spiritual life down, we will remain standing-- victorious in You.
	In the Conquering Name of Jesus, King of Kings, Lord of Lords, Amen

You are under attack
	Examples If ____________  then you are under attack!
The Shield of Faith
	 Faith is so important for the Christian life.  No faith, no Christian.  
Richard Dawkins said (1) Faith is "blind trust in the absence of evidence, even in the teeth of evidence." {Selfish Gene, 2nd ed'n, p. 198} -- To Dawkins, "faith needs no justification" and therefore is evil. (p. 17 Alister McGrath's, Dawkins Delusion, IVP. 
Faith is the Right Response to a Mountain of Evidence
Evidence of there being a Creator--see the DNA of your body
A Moral Law-- Your conscience and the Commandments of God
The Gospel
The Nature of Faith
	pi÷stiß, ewß, hJ (Hes., Hdt.+; ranging in meaning from subjective confidence to objective basis for confidence).
1. that which evokes trust and faith
	a. the state of being someone in whom confidence can be placed, faithfulness, reliability, fidelity, commitment ...

	Faith begins with God's fidelity.
Jesus evoked faith because of who he was, how he lived and what He did!
	The Gospel of Truth evokes faith because it is the prophetically fulfilled account of Jesus, what He did and how He fulfilled Scripture, recorded by faithful and credible witnesses who risked their lives to proclaim it.  

BDAG continued ...
c. a token offered as a guarantee of someth. promised, proof, pledge...
Acts 17:31 For he has set a day when he will judge the world with justice by the man he has appointed. He has given proof  (pi÷stin ) of this to all men by raising him from the dead.”
BDAG continued ...
2. state of believing on the basis of the reliability of the one trusted, trust, confidence, faith in the active sense=‘believing’

The way Jesus uses the word, faith (pi÷stin)  
	(Mt. 8:5-13) There was a soldier who came to Jesus with a request that Jesus heal his servant back home.  The soldier had come to the conclusion that Jesus had the authority and power just to say so, and it would happen.  He just wanted to know Jesus' will; he did not need Jesus to come with him.  
	Jesus responded to that kind of faith!
	(Matthew 9:22) Jesus and the woman with the flow of blood  So he singled her out and told her, "Your faith (in me) has healed/saved you."
Matt. 9:22 oJ de« ∆Ihsouvß strafei«ß kai« ijdw»n aujth\n ei•pen: qa¿rsei, qu/gater: hJ pi÷stiß sou se÷swke÷n se. kai« ejsw¿qh hJ gunh\ aÓpo\ thvß w‚raß ejkei÷nhß.
	The faith of the paralytic's friends Mark 2:5  Jesus seeing their faith. 
Mark 2:5 kai« ijdw»n oJ ∆Ihsouvß th\n pi÷stin
	See also Paul 1 Cor 15; and John 1 John 1

the Nature of Faith (cont.) 
2. state of believing on the basis of the reliability of the one trusted, trust, confidence, faith in the active sense=‘believing’

 Under Attack	--Francis Schaeffer's dark night
But after they went to Switzerland in 1948 he began to hammered by deep questions.  Why were some of the leaders in his denomination so unlike Christ?
"He saw so much infighting within the circles of which he was a part, in his own denomination and across large segments of the evangelical community. He saw men struggling for power and using unscrupulous methods to gain or to maintain control and positions of influence. He saw church courts which were so governed by secret meetings, by prior agreements, and so manipulated in underhanded ways by men"

He said, “Edith, I feel really torn to pieces by the lack of reality, the lack of seeing the results the Bible talks about, which should be seen in the Lord’s people. I’m not talking only about people I’m working with in ‘The Movement,’ but I’m not satisfied with myself. It seems that the only honest thing to do is to rethink, reexamine the whole matter of Christianity. Is it true?

When you have incoming challenges to your commitment to Christ, 
Don’t freak out and throw down your shield
Faith is different than feeling
Return to what evokes faith
Confess your sins and escape the deceitfulness of sin
	Have Life Group share any experiences where they experienced a crisis in their faith

Shield of Faith in Action  Matthew 4  Jesus tempted by the Devil

The Helmet of Salvation-- The key to understanding this is not to do an endless study on the word helmet.  We get the gist of that very quickly.  The helmet protects you from devastating head injury. The key to grasping this piece of armor is grasping salvation.  Salvation is that helmet.  
	What are you saved from? What does the helmet of salvation save your from.

Example of saved from condemnation-- 

From our sins--Matt. 1:21 She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.” James 5:20 remember this: Whoever turns a sinner from the error of his way will save him from death and cover over a multitude of sins.
	Your helmet protects you from your past and present sins

From losing our "lives" Save our lives--Mark 8:35 For whoever wants to save his life (psuxh) will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me and for the gospel will save it.

From the Devil's theft of the saving word-- Luke 8:12 Those along the path are the ones who hear, and then the devil comes and takes away the word from their hearts, so that they may not believe and be saved. You do not need to fear the evil one, he cannot steal away the Gospel seed. The helmet of God protects you from Satan snatching away the seed of the Gospel.

From being lost -- Luke 19:10 For the Son of Man came to seek and to save what was lost.”   You do not need to feel lost.  You have been found! The helmet has a holy GPS system and compass.  It knows the way. "North", if you will, points to Jesus!


From  being condemned John 3:17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. You need not fear condemnation.  Satan is the accuser of the brethren but God sent His Son to deliver us from condemnation.  So he accuses us of not being worthy.  No problem!  Christ is!  He accuses us of being useless, but Christ equips us to be useful by gifting us. Put on the helmet of God and avoid that blow to the head.

From  spiritual starvation--John 10:9 I am the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved. He will come in and go out, and find pasture.  With the helmet on, you have the confidence of spiritual food.  God will get you the food you need.  I need that promise!  I need spiritual food, and I need to serve food to the flock of God under my care. But you need to eat it!

From a corrupt generation  Acts 2:40    	With many other words he warned them; and he pleaded with them, “Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.”  With the helmet on you are rescued from the generation headed for their eternal destruction. You will be delivered from an unholy stampede of your peers.

From  God's wrath-- both present (Romans 1: 18 ff) and future  Rom. 5:9  Since we have now been justified by his blood, how much more shall we be saved from God’s wrath through him!  1Th. 1:10 and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead—Jesus, who rescues us from the coming wrath. 1Cor. 5:5 hand this man over to Satan, so that the sinful nature may be destroyed and his spirit saved on the day of the Lord.
	With our helmet on we need not be delivered over to the wrath of God meaning when God gives people over to the darkness and foolishness of thinking devoid of the wisdom of God.  We do not need to do what the godless do, don't need to worship idols, don't need to be involved in sexual immorality, don't need to be caught up in worthless life styles.  Christian ... put on the helmut of salvation!  
	We need not be governed by fear of the judgment to come.  Jesus saves us from the wrath to come.  

From evil that deceives --2Th. 2:10 and in every sort of evil that deceives those who are perishing. They perish because they refused to love the truth and so be saved.
When the blows of the enemy hit you 
So hard that your spiritual strength is ebbing
Put your helmet on!
	Example of Hudson Taylor around time of Yangchow Riot 
Sword of the Spirit which is the Word of God
	The word of God is sharper than a two edged sword ... (Heb. 4:12)
[bookmark: _GoBack]		In action in Acts 2,  how the Jews were cut to the heart and received Christ  "Brothers, what should we do?!!

Thoughts to Ponder--Scripture to Apply

Has the reality of spiritual war become evident to you? Do you sense around you hostility towards your Christian faith? Jot down an example or two. 

Shield of Faith
Have you ever had a "crisis of faith"?
In what ways are definitions of Christian faith like that of Richard Dawkins so far from the truth?
	What can you do to strengthen your faith?
	How does faith quench the fiery darts of the devil?

Helmet of Salvation
What have you been saved from according to the Scriptures cited?
Do you get discouraged from the accusations of the Accuser?
How would you respond to the thought that you were not worthy to go to Heaven?
What aspects of God's wrath can you see that you have been saved from?

Sword of the Spirit--the Word of God
Can we miss-use the Sword?  How?
If the Word of God is sharper than any two edged sword, how will that help me in the spiritual conflicts in my life?
Can the Sword of the Spirit help me know whether my own motives are pure or impure in different situations?  What does the Sword of the Spirit discern?
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