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Sermon Text: John 3: 1-16  John 3:1-17 (ESV) 
1  Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. 
2  This man came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher come from God, for no one can do these signs that you do unless God is with him.” 
3  Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 
4  Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his mother’s womb and be born?” 
5  Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. 
6  That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 
7  Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be born again.’ 
8  The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 
9  Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” 
10  Jesus answered him, “Are you the teacher of Israel and yet you do not understand these things? 
11  Truly, truly, I say to you, we speak of what we know, and bear witness to what we have seen, but you do not receive our testimony. 
12  If I have told you earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you heavenly things? 
13  No one has ascended into heaven except he who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 
14  And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 
15  that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 
16  “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. 
17  For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him. 
The Story of Nicodemus Reveals Christ's Divinity 
Nicodemus believed Jesus to be only a teacher who had, nevertheless, exhibited some signs of divinity. John 3:2 (ESV) 
2  This man came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher come from God, for no one can do these signs that you do unless God is with him.”
He conceded that God, Jehovah of the Old Testament, must be with Him.  The evidence that led to this conclusion was the miracles that Jesus had peformed.
The question he asked himself as he came to visit Jesus was: "Is it possible that Jesus is more than a man?" 
Jesus immediately confounded Nicodemus by exposing his ignorance of spiritual matters. In this way, He revealed His true divinity to Nicodemus. 
"Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God"(John 3:3).  The significance of what Jesus is revealing is indicated by the fact that  he mentions “verily verily” three times in eleven verses in this discussion, vs 3, vs 5, & vs 11.
By these words Jesus indicated that Nicodemus had a need which is common to all men. He showed that only God could fill that void and that He (Jesus) possessed the spiritual insight and power that Nicodemus lacked. John 3:12 (ESV) 
12  If I have told you earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you heavenly things?
In vs 13 Jesus made an even greater revelation about Himself: "And no man hath ascended up to heaven, but he that came down from heaven, even the Son of man which is in heaven." Bible scholars tell us that the verb came down refers to that historical moment when Jesus was conceived through the Holy Spirit. In Matthew 1:18-20 (ESV) we read,
18  Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. 
19  And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 
20  But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 
Jesus was referring to Himself, of course, who was simultaneously on earth and in heaven. Jesus was declaring that although the incarnation brought Him down to earth, He never ceased being the God of heaven as well. John 1:18 (ESV) 
18  No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the Father’s side, he has made him known.
A Man Can Only Be United to God Through the Action of the Holy Spirit.
The Holy Spirit causes us to quietly talk to people, friends, family, and acquaintances about God.  The Holy Spirit presents opportunities for us to share what we know about the Lord, but a human being can only be united through the action of the Holy Spirit.
Nicodemus revealed his ignorance of this fact in verse four, ". . . How can a man be born when he is old? can he enter the second time into his mother's womb, and be born?" Nicodemus did not understand the role of the Holy Spirit in uniting a man with God. 
Jesus explained that there are two births: the physical and the spiritual "That which is born of the flesh [out of the water] is flesh [physical]; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit [spiritual]." 
The physical birth of a child involves two human beings, but it was not so with the conception of the Lord Jesus as man. He was born of a woman (John 1:18 (ESV) 
18  No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the Father’s side, he has made him known. ) through the Holy Spirit.

Thus, Jesus had man's nature, and God's nature combined. He was truly the God-Man, perfect God and perfect Man. 
In the same way, when a human being is born from above, the Holy Spirit is equally involved in converting a sinner, or a seeker, into a saint. Although the person continues to be fully man, he also acquires the nature of God (2 Peter 1:3-4 (ESV) 
3  His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of him who called us to his own glory and excellence, 
4  by which he has granted to us his precious and very great promises, so that through them you may become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped from the corruption that is in the world because of sinful desire. ).
 As there were two natures in Christ the God-Man, there are two natures in the believer (only Christ, however, was without sin). This spiritual regeneration is only possible for those who first come out of water (a reference to physical birth not water baptism John3:5). Pure spiritual beings such as angels are never said to possess or need "the birth from above." It is sinful men that require the new birth. 
The Holy Spirit must be God come down from heaven, like Jesus, in order to have the ability to cause such a spiritual transformation. See John 3:13, John 3:13 (ESV) 
13  No one has ascended into heaven except he who descended from heaven, the Son of Man.
Jesus also likened the Holy Spirit to the blowing wind: a real presence that cannot be contained, a mystery and a reality wrapped up in one.  A person knows he or she is born from above, but he cannot explain or control how the experience took place. Nicodemus was right in expressing wonder. "How can these things be?" 
 Later verses indicate that he too experienced the new birth. John 19:38-39 (ESV) 
38  After these things Joseph of Arimathea, who was a disciple of Jesus, but secretly for fear of the Jews, asked Pilate that he might take away the body of Jesus, and Pilate gave him permission. So he came and took away his body. 
39  Nicodemus also, who earlier had come to Jesus by night, came bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about seventy-five pounds in weight. 

God the Father Is Also Involved in the Birth from Above 
When Nicodemus referred to God, he was thinking of Jehovah of the Old Testament. He did not realize that Jesus and the Holy Spirit were the other two Persons of the Triune God. 
In His conversation with Nicodemus, Jesus revealed the Trinity. He spoke of God the Father as having loved the world so much that He sent His Son, the second Person of the Trinity, ". . . that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life” (John3:16). He reiterated this truth in verse seventeen, "For God the Father sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved." So, it is God the Father, who sent God the Son, to save the world. God the Holy Spirit effects this salvation in each individual believer's life through the new birth. 
John 1:12-13 (ESV) 
12  But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, 
13  who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.
Amen.
Reflection and Prayer.
Prayer Requests & Praise Reports or Testimonies

Discussion Questions:
Are you born again, and if yes, how do you know?
In verses 3, 5, and 11 of the text Jesus prefaced his statements with the words, “Truly, truly,” why the need to do that?
Who plays the major role in someone being born again, and what is the extent of the role we play?
What role does an individual play in their own personal salvation?
 Jesus' reply to Nicodemus (John3:3) seems to have nothing to do with Nicodemus's statement (John3:2). Why do you think Jesus brings up the subject of the new birth?
 How does the story of Moses lifting up the snake in the desert (John 3:14-15; see (Numbers21:4-9) illustrate our need and Christ's offer?

 Jesus' reply to Nicodemus (John 3:3) seems to have nothing to do with Nicodemus's statement (John 3:2) why do you think Jesus brings up the subject of the new birth?

What impresses you about God's supreme act of love (John 3: 16-17)?
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