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The Whole Armor of God
50% Armed – 100% Vulnerable 
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Doug Busby, Senior Pastor

Scripture: Ephesians 6: 13-18 
13 Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand firm.  14 Stand therefore, having fastened on the belt of truth, and having put on the breastplate of righteousness,  15 and, as shoes for your feet, having put on the readiness given by the gospel of peace.  16 In all circumstances take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming darts of the evil one;  17 and take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God,  18 praying at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer and supplication.
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Prayer
Father in Heaven,
	Thank you for the whole armor of God so that we may be protected from the painful and deadly weapons of the evil one, and in the most intense day of evil to stand victorious in You.  Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from the evil one. Grant us victory in Christ Jesus our Lord.  Amen.

"Finally":  
Paul's Impassioned Exhortation 
You need to be strong in God's Might
Given to both Church & Leadership
   Have you gathered in the intensity of Paul's warning to the dangers of living in a warzone?  Can you remember when your faith in Christ was under attack?
Have you seen once strong churches reduced to nothing? Look at the seat of the Reformation (Luther's Germany).  In later generations the church of Ephesus was gone!

Put on the Whole Armor
One Complete Set  Panoply 
50% armor, 100% dead  Using our favorite pieces is not enough.
Remember when we or others went off partially armed and ... the results weren't so pretty!

Source of the Armor
The manufacturer is God--so it really works
Demonstrations are powerful, like Saw Stop is with a table saw (see You Tube) How a kevlar vest stops a bullet.
	Read of the fully armed saints who stood in the Evil Day:  Job, Paul, ... Corrie Ten Boom, Richard Wormbrandt ...

The Belt of Truth-- What protects your body from the waist on down to your reproductive organs
ojsfuvß (nom. not used in NT; acc. -u/n all  	1. the place where a belt or girdle is worn, waist, loins  ... Eph 6:14; cp. Lk 12:35 (cp. Ex 12:11). Also aÓnazw¿nnusqai ta»ß ojs. 1 Pt 1:13, where the gen. thvß dianoi÷aß shows the extraordinary imagistic use of the expr.
2. the place of the reproductive organs, the loins in line w. the Hebr. phrase ...(cp. Gen 35:11; 2 Ch 6:9) as: ejxe÷rcesqai ejk thvß ojs. tino/ß come forth from someone’s loins = be someone’s son or descendants Hb 7:5.
see how deeply it is tied into the personhood of the Triune God.  Grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.  God the Father is looking for those who worship Him in truth.  The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of Truth.  Jesus is the way the truth and the life. Jesus came to this earth to bear witness to the truth.  The Gospel is the Word of Truth.
	Truth is what connects correctly to the reality of God.
What do we measure for our truthfulness?  Our feelings.  What science teaches, or colleagues hold?  

Girding yourself with the Truth
Know God--what He is like
Know the Scriptures well and how to be truthful to Him
What areas am I tempted to distort Truth?

The Breast Plate of Righteousness
It is that relationship with God where there is nothing in the way of fellowship with God... no lies, no deceit, no unconfessed sin.  Psalm 32  and Ps 52 are a good display of that.  David shares what his walk with God was like when he had sinned, in the affair with Bathsheba.  Deceit was in his spirit.  See the consequences
Can you see spiritual war casualties from Christians not having the breastplate of righteousness.
	Key activities, admission and confession of sin.  See 1 Jn. 1:9; James 5

	See how forgiveness equips us to be victorious  12 Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and uphold me with a willing spirit. 
13   	Then I will teach transgressors your ways, and sinners will return to you.

Preparation of the Gospel of Peace--spiritual footware

See how the Gospel of Peace prepares us for spiritual war

Thoughts to Ponder-- Scriptures to Apply
Did you catch the impassioned plea of the Apostle to be ready for vital teaching on living in the warzone of this world? Did you take in his intensity of this message with the elders at Ephesus?
We wrestle not against flesh and blood but against ... so why do we wonder that parts of this Christian life can be so exhausting?  Do we have great of expectations for this life to be easy?  What exhausting battles am I currently facing?
Have I realized that God has given me a complete set of armor to be completely equipped?  Which are my favorite and un-favorite parts of the armor to put on?
Which believers in Christ have been inspiring examples to you, because of the fierce battles they have overcome in the strength of the Lord?
Do you see that truth is not just accurate accounts of things but also is integrally connected with the personal nature of the Triune God? Are you growing in your commitment to be truthful?
What is the difference between winning an argument and being righteous?  How important is righteousness in the war against the evil one?
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