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Doug Busby, Senior Pastor

Songs:  A Mighty Fortress,  ** The Battle Belongs to the Lord,  Sound the Battle Cry
, Lead on O King Eternal, ** Faith is the Victory

Eph. 6:10   Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might.  11 Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the schemes of the devil.  12 For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places.  13 Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand firm.

Eph. 6:10 	Touv loipouv, ejndunamouvsqe ejn kuri÷wˆ kai« ejn twˆ◊ kra¿tei thvß ijscu/oß aujtouv.  11 ejndu/sasqe th\n panopli÷an touv qeouv pro\ß to\ du/nasqai uJma◊ß sthvnai pro\ß ta»ß meqodei÷aß touv diabo/lou:  12 o¢ti oujk e¶stin hJmivn hJ pa¿lh pro\ß ai–ma kai« sa¿rka aÓlla» pro\ß ta»ß aÓrca¿ß, pro\ß ta»ß ejxousi÷aß, pro\ß tou\ß kosmokra¿toraß touv sko/touß tou/tou, pro\ß ta» pneumatika» thvß ponhri÷aß ejn toivß ejpourani÷oiß.  13 dia» touvto aÓnala¿bete th\n panopli÷an touv qeouv, iºna dunhqhvte aÓntisthvnai ejn thØv hJme÷raˆ thØv ponhraˆ◊ kai« a‚panta katergasa¿menoi sthvnai.

Prayer --fm Eph 3, & 6
Father in Heaven,
	We bow our hearts before you. We ask you to strengthen us with your power, through your Holy Spirit in our inner beings, so that Christ would fully dwell in our hearts through faith.  Help us to be so rooted and grounded in His love, so that when evil days come we may be strong in your strength and stand against all the wiles of the evil one.
	To the praise of our Conquering Savior,  Amen

The Feel of "Finally"
	See Acts 20 where Paul addresses the Ephesian Elders
		How he preached the whole counsel of God and sends them off with a warning of the conflict to come.
		Can you think of a time where someone who was over you and in authority sent you off with deep caution?

The Reality of Living in a War Zone
Every area of their life that Paul had spoken about was to come under attack.  
And it still is!
		What do you see in your life, in our culture, etc that threatens your faith in Christ and your Christian walk.

Identifying the Enemy
12 For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood,
Can you think of how not correctly identifying the enemy affects the way we live out the battle in the warzone of our lives.  Do we fight it as if people of flesh and blood were the enemy???

Wiles of the Devil
Painting God and others as our Adversary (Garden of Eden, for God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be open...)
The lure of pride (Isaiah 14:13 ff, Ezekiel 28:2ff)  13 	You said in your heart,‘I will ascend to heaven; above the stars of God I will set my throne on high  Ezek 28:2 dd “Because your heart is proud, and kyou have said, ‘I am a god, I sit in the seat of the gods, in the heart of the seas,’
Shifting our trust to ourselves (David numbering the troops) 1Chr. 21:1 Then Satan stood against Israel and incited David to number Israel.
The appeal of False Teachers (1 John  , Matthew 7:) Matt 7:15   “Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing but inwardly are ravenous wolves. 1John 4:1   Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, for many false prophets have gone out into the world.
Masquerading as an angel of light (2 Cor. 11:14  ) 2Cor. 11:14 And no wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light.
Deception-- looking at things that appeal to us while drawing us away from God and His Goodness (Garden of Eden ...) Get rich quick
Exaggeration (Garden of Eden) Did God say don't eat from any tree...
Intimidating strength (1 Peter  5:8 ) Rome, peer pressure, 
His subtlety or craftiness (Gen. 3 Garden of Eden)
Distorting and misapplying Scripture  (Temptation of Christ Matthew 4)
Fear of Satan's Strength-- He goes about as a roaring Lion

Subtlety or craftiness-- initially he stays in the background and criticizes God and others.  He is the accuser of God and the accuser of the brethren

How has Satan used his wiles to stumble you in the past?  Can you identify his wiles and weapons?

Are you ready for the final teaching Paul has for us in this great letter?

Thoughts to Ponder-- Scripture to Apply
Do you have the mindset that you and your family (and fellow believers etc.)  are living in a spiritual war zone?

Where has the warzone of your Christian life been especially evident to you? Have you surveyed the enemy's targets to assess where else some attacks may be coming in under your radar?

Are there any flesh and blood people that you have too tightly identified as the ones you are fighting against rather than authorities in the heavenly realm?

What do you know about the Devil's schemes?  Can you name three of his schemes? Where can you go in Scripture to learn more about the way he presses his battle against believers?  Are you able to discern his subtle workings to derail your Christian faith? 
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