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The Sacred Ground of Our Work Places 
January 12, 2014

Doug Busby, Senior Pastor

ESV Eph. 6:5 Bondservants, obey your earthly masters with fear and trembling, with a sincere heart, as you would Christ,  6 not by the way of eye-service, as people-pleasers, but as bondservants of Christ, doing the will of God from the heart,  7 rendering service with a good will as to the Lord and not to man,  8 knowing that whatever good anyone does, this he will receive back from the Lord, whether he is a bondservant or is free.  9 Masters, do the same to them, and stop your threatening, knowing that he who is both their Master and yours is in heaven, and that there is no partiality with him.
Prayer-- Father in Heaven, today we bring our occupations to you.  We need to see them from your perspective, and we want to want to see them that way.  We too easily view them as separate from your will rather than a sacred setting where you use us to accomplish your amazingly good will. 
	For us who are employees, teach us how to "see" our bosses and to do the work they give us to do, seeing our Master beyond them. 
	 For those of us who are in charge of others, help us to avoid worldly power plays (like yelling, cursing or threatening) to motivate our workers.  Help us to know the ways of our Master in being in charge of others. Transform our workplaces into sacred ground.  
	In Jesus' Name.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Is it important that Christ be revealed in our work places? Enough to pray about?  What impact does this have on a town, city, state, nation?

Ready for a New Year- new-life kind of question?  
	Is Christ manifest in our work places?  
	What would this look like in my place of work? What would give others a clue that I am not just a good working woman or man, but, in fact a follower of the living Lord Jesus Christ?

The Christian Life in Apostolic Thinking

Think first about God 1:1-18; vs. 18 know Him better!
Pursue unity with God's people 2-3
Learn to live by the Power of the Holy Spirit 1:18 not by the desires of your flesh
Live as an important part of His Church, the Body of Christ, Christ's Bride; 1:22 ff, 4:

Christ manifest in the major features of our earthly lives 
The sacredness of our marriages
Sacred trust of raising our children
Sacred Ground of our Occupations

Don't discard the teaching
	Thinking it is no longer relevant (Civil War; Iraq...)
	Rejecting Paul for promoting slavery--he didn't

The master-servant component in work
Created to rule and experience rule
Christ was to be manifest in that very important venue of life

The position calls for some level of obedience
Limits to obedience on the part of Christians

The Special kind of Christian Obedience
	Certain kinds were to be excluded
		The "only when the boss is looking"
		The kind that was merely man-pleasing to gain your own benefit

Three positive Special Characteristics of the Christian worker
	Here is what they were to do.  Here is what God calls us to do. Three things
1. they serve with fear and trembling, (has a special God centered meaning)
2. they serve with a sincere heart, they put their undivided all into it
3. they serve as they would serve Christ--which they are

Other Key Factors
With a sincere heart  e˙n aJplo/thti thvß kardi÷aß uJmw◊n
The sense here is not faked, not compromised,  not worldly with compromised motives (2 Cor. 1:12), single minded,

How were these slaves or bondservants to do this?
	See beyond your earthly master to your Master in Heaven
		Ultimately you are serving Him not mere man/woman

Being a good master. 
	Like Boaz in the OT book of Ruth
	Like the Cornelius, the Centurion

The Gracious Rewarder
For any good done
Our masters miss such things.  God doesn't

Thoughts to Ponder ---Scripture to Apply

Does pondering the reality of Who God is, and His commitment to call a people to Himself form part of my/our daily or even weekly basis for my/our walk with God?  Could you give a summary thought or two on Ephesians 1-2.

Do I see how God has addressed the big areas of our lives on earth: our unity among believers, our relationship to His church, our need for the power of the Holy Spirit for daily Christian living, our marriages, our children and parents, and our places of work as major areas to be brought under the teaching of Christ?  Which of these areas has God been speaking to you about as we go through Ephesians?

Have you or I passed over this scripture in Ephesians 6:5-9 because of the terms "slaves and masters"?

Name four facets of the Christian's attitude that should inform the way we work 

How could the concept of "fear and trembling" bring you into a deeper experience of God working in your particular work situation?

If you are in charge of others, what could you gather from this passage that would help you be a better "master"?
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