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Christ & Our Children & Dedicating Our Children to God
December 8, 2013

Doug Busby, Senior Pastor
	
Excerpts from Luke 2: 13-17 
13 “Do not be afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard, and your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you shall call his name John.  ...  16 And he will turn many of the children of Israel to the Lord their God,  17 and he will go before him in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, to make ready for the Lord a people prepared.” 

Scripture: Eph. 6: 1-4
1 Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right.  2 
“Honor your father and mother” (this is the first commandment with a promise),  3 “that it may go well with you and that you may live long in the land.”
4 Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord.
Prayer
Father in Heaven,
	We see from Scripture that when the hearts of parents are turned to their children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, preparation is made for people receiving the Christ.  Father, help our hearts souls, mind and strength to be turned: from parents to children and children to parents. Prepare us for the Christ of Christmas, Good Friday and Easter.  Today we lift up parents as they step forward to commit their hearts to their children, to dedicate themselves to training them, so that their son and daughter would indeed be dedicated to the Lord.  In the Name of Jesus   Amen.

Parents come forward to dedicate their son & daughter: by presenting themselves to train their children up in the ways of the Lord.  Two terms are used here in Ephesians 6.  One is "paideia" (paidei÷a ) and the other is "nouthesia" (nouqesi÷a )

From Greek Lexicon BDAG: 
paidei÷a, aß, hJ(paideu/w; ‘cultural nurture’ Aeschyl., Thu.+)
	1. the act of providing guidance for responsible living, upbringing, training, instruction, in our lit. chiefly as it is attained by discipline, correction (LXX, .... ejktre÷fein tina» ejn p. kai« nouqesi÷aˆ kuri÷ou bring someone up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord (=Christian disc. and instr.) Eph 6:4. miseivn paidei÷an hate discipline 1 Cl 35:8 (Ps 49:17; cp. Pr 5:12). ojligwreivn paidei÷aß kuri÷ou Hb 12:5 (Pr 3:11). aÓnalamba¿nein paidei÷an accept correction (cp. lamba¿nein paidei÷an Pr 8:10; Jer 39:33; 42:13) ... wÓfe÷limoß pro\ß paidei÷an th\n e˙n dikaiosu/nhØ useful for training in righteousness 2 Ti 3:16. Of discipline by {p. 749} God ... cwri«ß paidei÷aß ei•nai be (left) without (divine) discipline Hb 12:8. eijß paidei÷an uJpome÷nete you must endure (your trials) as (divine) discipline vs. 7 ...
	2. the state of being brought up properly, training ...
nouqesi÷a, aß, hJ (nouqete÷w) counsel about avoidance or cessation of an improper course of conduct, admonition, instruction. In gener., w. paidei÷a ... Eph 6:4 nouq. kuri÷ou (=Christian instruction).—Of historical incidents used as an example or warning to discourage improper conduct gra¿fein pro\ß n. tino/ß write as a warning for someone 1 Cor 10:11 ... Of quiet reproof about repetition of an improper course of conduct admonition, rebuke Tit 3:10.
	Notice that God gives us historical accounts about the judgment of God on ungodly behavior.  The stories are important.  So we teach them to ourselves as children of God, and to our children.
Covenant Questions (1&2) 

1. Have you come here today to covenant before God that you will train up your son and daughter in the ways of the Lord?  Ephesians 6 applied
2. Do you commit to think of training your son and your daughter, through the flow of your days, from the morning when you get up, through the course of the day, till when you lay down to go to sleep at night? Deuteronomy 6 applied
	How do we actually carry that out? How do we encourage this in our extended families (as grandparents, great grandparents, aunts and uncles?), in our church?
Covenant Questions (3 &4) 
3. Will you seek to model before them a life where God is loved with all your heart, soul, mind and strength?  What do we look like in our children's eyes?
4. Will you take heed to His Word for the wisdom with which to encourage, to teach, to correct, and discipline them? 

Covenant Questions (5 &6) 
5. Will you be careful to let your discipline be undergirded by a love and delight in them even as God love and delights in His own?  How do we communicate our delight? 
6. Will you teach them in your family devotions? When do we have them?

Covenant Questions (7 & 8)
7. Will you teach them to treasure and love God’s Word, the Bible?  Do they see we love the Word? 
8. Will you seek to present them to your Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, who is fully God and fully man; and to tell them of His great love for them, of His death for their sins, of His burial and Resurrection from the dead that they might come to personally trust Christ for themselves? Have I learned how to share the Gospel?
Covenant Question (9) 
9. Will you seek God’s help in doing all of this, knowing that, on your own, it is impossible,   … and knowing that, without His Holy Spirit, you will not have the strength to carry this out? 

What we can expect of God
Then, know that the Lord delights in your commitment this day, that He loves your child far more than you do, and that He will strengthen you in this great endeavor.
Know that when you fall short, for there are no perfect human parents, and we all fail in many ways, He will be there to forgive you and strengthen you for the blessed task before you.  If you had it to do all over again, what would you do differently.  How can this wisdom be passed on to the next generation?
He will be there with you in all the stages through which your children  grow, and will present Himself to your children to believe in and trust.  Do you appreciate that God treats the children of believing parents in a set-apart way? 1 Cor. 7
Practical Application of God's Word to Children
Start them young!
From infancy  or as soon as you can
Adjust to their age
Then move them up to actual Bible reading.
memorize
Teach them about Work
Clean up toys
Chores—first do it with them

Teach them to listen to the witness of creation
Equip them for the battleground of creation versus evolution

We teach them about relationships:
Obedience to mom and dad
Honoring mom and dad
Respecting proper authority but not trusting others
About friends
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We seek to relate to them:
The way  God “wired them” and gifted them
The way they respond to the ways of God
The use of the rebuke, the sensitivity of them to our good pleasure, the rod See Proverbs– even a child is known by his deeds 20:11

Most of all we seek to communicate to them:
Our Triune God 
Our Heavenly Father
Jesus Christ, our Immanuel
And life in the Spirit not life in the flesh

Thoughts to Ponder--Scripture to Apply
	Did your parents prepare the way of the Lord for you? If so, how did they do that?  If they didn't, do you know some parents whom you respect enough to want to learn from them? Have you thought of joining our parenting class at the church?
	How do we in the 21st century, adjust for the change in work situations from the time of Deuteronomy when you could involve the children in your work and have them with you all day long?  How as parents do we communicate our love and delight to our children?  As grandparents?  As great grandparents?
	When you do acts of kindness towards others, how do you include your children?
	For children-- are you good at obeying your mother and dad promptly when they ask or tell you to do something? Have you ever asked God for help in doing that?  What are some of the ways that you honor your mom and dad?
	Do you memorize Scriptures with your children?  Do you have them read the Scriptures to you?  Have you tapped into their creativity in drawing, coloring, or composing a play to act out a portion of Scripture?
	How many children at church have you gotten to know by name? Could you help out in teaching children's Sunday School or Children's Church classes?
	How do you, or how did you help prepare your children for the True Christmas?
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