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Scripture Psalm 136: 1-14

Psa. 136:1    	Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good.
	His love endures forever.
2 Give thanks to the God of gods.
	His love endures forever.
3 Give thanks to the Lord of lords:
	His love endures forever.
4  to him who alone does great wonders,
	His love endures forever.

5 who by his understanding made the heavens,
	His love endures forever.
6 who spread out the earth upon the waters,
	His love endures forever.
7 who made the great lights—
	His love endures forever.
8 the sun to govern the day,
	His love endures forever.
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9 the moon and stars to govern the night;
	His love endures forever.
10    	to him who struck down the firstborn of Egypt
	His love endures forever.
11 and brought Israel out from among them
	His love endures forever.
12 with a mighty hand and outstretched arm;
	His love endures forever.

13  to him who divided the Red Sea asunder
	His love endures forever.
14 and brought Israel through the midst of it,
	His love endures forever.

Scripture 2 Cor. 9:12  & 1 Thes. 1:2
2 COR. 9:12 Thanks be to God for His Inexpressible Gift.
1Th. 1:2 ¶ We give thanks to God always for all of you, constantly mentioning you in our prayers,

Prayer:
Our Father in Heaven,
	Help us to see the deep importance of thanksgiving to our minds and hearts.  Help us to see the role of thanksgiving in being able to live with God, our fellow believers, those we live with and our fellow human beings.  Help us to see some key focal points of thanksgiving that will fill our mouths with words of articulated thanks and praise. And then may we become like David and Paul, deep appreciators of all the blessings you have poured out on us.
	In the Name of Your Greatest Gift to Us, Jesus Christ Your Son, Amen


On the National Governmental Scene
Thanksgiving—a national holiday with no God to thank
Freedom for us as individuals to thank any god we choose (Thank God we can … without reprisal … for the moment … till defining of right and wrong collide)
Lack of freedom for the government to acknowledge the True God: Our Creator and Redeemer-- though our Declaration of Independence says: “endowed by our Creator with inalienable rights to …”
But for the people of God … !  We have the True God to give thanks to!
Any older saints in your group who can bear witness to this?
Are we believers Thanks-givers enough to be salt and light?
The godly characters of Scripture 
	Are thanks-givers
· If you want to see the evidence of God at work in this world—follow the genuine thanks-givers and you will find yourself in the flow of God’s activity.
	Characters visited: Abraham, Moses, Miriam, David, Jehoshaphat, Nehemiah, JESUS, Paul
	Can you think of more contemporary Christians who are thanks-givers and in whom you see the activity of God?  Joni Erickson Toda, Billy Graham, Charles Colson, ...
The Importance of Thanksgiving  
· People unthankful to God lose the ability to think about life at its deepest, have darkness take over their hearts lose wisdom, and move into destructive behavior
· Thankful people are the best people to live with!
· Heaven will be populated with the thankful!  See Revelation 4

Are we the kind of people who give thanks; are we easy to live with?
The focus of thanksgiving-- 
Not on the non-personal gifts
On the Goodness of the Giver
· The Person Given!

Where to See God’s Goodness and find the substance of Thanks-giving
· Creation of the Heavens and earth
· For the provisions of food and drink that keep us alive
· For strength (bending a bow of bronze-David)
· Gift to us of our bodies
· For the Inexpressible Gift—Jesus Christ
· For the gift of other Thanks-givers to live with and fellowship with

Thoughts to Ponder--Scripture to Apply

[bookmark: _GoBack]Can you think of any times in which you were overwhelmed by a spirit of thanksgiving?  What was that like?

Name two or three Bible characters whose lives were characterized by thanksgiving and why God might especially choose to manifest His glory through them to others.

Describe the relationship between our level of thankfulness to God and our ability to perceive Him correctly, our wisdom or foolishness, our enlightened or darkened hearts.

What was the thing about God's character that gave rise to Psalm 136?  Does that same trait engender thanksgiving to God on your part?

What are 3 or 4 things about creation that you especially want to thank God for: both for and for your ability to take joy in?

Do I have a sense of how the sun and the moon that God created provide a continual flow of blessings upon us, in terms of plant life providing food for all living things, for moving the tides of the seas, for giving us the rhythm of day and night...?

Do I focus more on things that trouble me than on things that bless me?

What are two or three things about the way you were created for which you can easily express thanks to your Creator? (see Psalm 139)

Has the magnitude of God's grace to you in forgiveness triggered an endless stream of thanksgiving to your Redeemer?

Have you enjoyed fellowship with members of God's people that you find yourself like Paul, constantly thanking God for?  Could you name two or three?

In terms of thankfulness, how easy is it for God to live with you? For others to live with you?
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