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Doug Busby, Senior Pastor
If your group sings: 
Songs:  Covenant Maker Twila Paris
Hymn: Trust and Obey

Title:  Stepping up to Christ-centered Marriage

Slide 2 :  ... Scripture Ephesians 5: 25-33
Eph. 5:25   Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her,  26 that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word,  27 so that he might present the church to himself in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she might be holy and without blemish.*

Slide 3 :  ... Ephesians 5
 28 In the same way husbands should love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself.  29 For no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as Christ does the church,  30 because we are members of his body.  31 “Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.”  

Slide 4 :  ... Ephesians 5
32 This mystery is profound, and I am saying that it refers to Christ and the church.  33 However, let each one of you love his wife as himself, and let the wife see that she respects her husband.

Slide 5 ... Prayer: 
Father in Heaven
	Help us to realize with thanksgiving that we were created with a glorious purpose ... to know that the life you have blessed us with in Christ, is to be lived out according to Your ways. 
	Deliver us from the temptation of thinking that our "operating system" is superior to Yours. In our mind and in our heart, help us to internalize it and, with the empowering of the Holy Spirit , to live out its features to Your glory,  Amen.

Slide 6 ... God's Operating System 
	Section on marriage

Slide 7 ...  Techno License Example
IMPORTANT: BY IPHONE, IPAD OR IPAD TOUCH ("IOS DEVICE") YOU ARE AGREEING TO BE BOUND BY THE FOLLOWING TERMS:
APPLE INC.
IOS SOFTWARE LICENSE AGREEMENT: ...
IF YOU DO NOT AGREE TO THE TERMS OF THIS LICENSE, DO NOT USE THE IOS DEVICE...
THE SOFTWARE, INCLUDING THE BOOT ROM CODE ... ARE LICENSED, NOT SOLD TO YOU...APPLE AND ITS LICENSORS RETAIN OWNERSHIP ...
Does God allow us to tamper with His Operating system?  See Rev. 21 (end)
Slide 8 ... Some facets of God's operating system regarding marriage.
A married woman must be loved by her husband
A married man must be respected by his wife

Slide 9 ...In God's economy a wife was not to be unloved.  
Unloved married women, apart from the Grace of God, have a negative impact on the earth Prov. 30:21,23 NIV 84
Loved married women are generally good responders to their husbands, the love comes back to him. "He who loves his wife, loves himself." (Eph. 5)

Share examples from your group

Slide 10 ... The Manliness of Imitating Christ
· Consider Jesus
· The power of a Christlike husband can radiantly communicate the relationship between Christ and the Church
· And even bring on persecution

Jesus called His disciples and said "Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men."  That group followed Him and became fishers of men!  Wow! Did they!

	But now Christ calls to those who are husbands, and says basically, "Follow me and I will make you proficient in Covenant Love.  I, the Bridegroom of the church, will show you husbands how to be the true bridegroom of your wife.  

	What keeps us men from being more proficient in covenant love?  How might we more follow Christ in this matter?
	The husbands who follow their Lord will find this call to be marriage changing, ...home changing, ... culture changing, ... covenant keeping -- so deep that it proclaims a profound mystery.  But it is not always easy.  

Example of  coach Bill McCartney (Promise Keepers)

Slide 11 ...In God's economy a husband was not meant to be disrespected.  
He was given a position of leadership --by God. That was to be respected.  

Disrespect is like rottenness in his bones Prov. 12:4
... like constant dripping on a rainy day  Prov. 27:15

"UNCONDITIONAL RESPECT"  See 1 Peter 3:1 Wives, in the same way be submissive to your husbands so that, if any of them do not believe the word, they may be won over without words by the behavior of their wives,  (These men did not deserve respect!)

	The power of a wife's respect
	The Book Love and Respect is a very good read on this subject.  Lots of examples given.

Slide 12 ... Can Husbands "Sanctify" their wives?-- set her apart to your care and affection.  We cannot sanctify at the level of Christ.  But we can "set her apart" in very powerful ways.

Slide 13 ... A Christ Centered Husband  Nourishes his wife--
relationally give her what she needs so she would be healthy.  Encourage her in God's Word.  As much as you can, live in peace with her-- she is not designed to be relationally unsettled... 
	Devotions with her?  Prayer together with her? Doing Christ's work together with her and appreciating her part.

Slide 14 ...	A Christ Centered Husband cherishes His Wife--

Makes her feel relationally warm
Make her feel valuable to you because she is
Comfort her
	"Will you warm my feet?  They are freezing!"
qa¿lpw fut. 3 sg. qa¿lyei Job 39:14 (Hom. et al.; ins, pap, LXX; TestJos 5:4; Ath. R. 56, 9) in Gk. lit. freq. in the sense ‘make warm’ (Jos., Ant. 7, 343 of a young woman who provided warmth for King David); in our lit. usage is limited to the fig. ext. cherish, comfort (Theocr. 14, 38; M. Ant. 5, 1, 1; Alciphron 4, 19, 9; OGI 194, 5 [42 BC] th\n po/lin e¶qalye), of children whom a mother cherishes 1 Th 2:7. Of a wife, whom her husband is to care for as his own sa¿rx (CPR I, 30, 20 of the husband to his wife aÓgapa◊n kai« qa¿lpein kai« qerapeu/ein;

Slide 15 ... In God's OS for husbands and wives
They work well on each other-- 
Communicating the Gospel to your children in a way that is deeper than mere words.
	Do we married couples work well on each other?  Examples?

Thoughts to Ponder  -- Scripture to Apply
All: Name several things you are thankful for in God's "Operating System".  How has it blessed you?  What did it cost God to have us enjoy His way of life for us?

Singles: In what ways of my life could others realize that I am part of the Bride of Christ?

Husbands: In what ways have I sanctified my wife to set her apart from all the other women in my life?  Can she tell that she is "my chosen"?  In what ways can she tell that I cherish her?

Wives: How do I manifest my respect to and for my husband?  Do I insist that he deserve respect before I give it?  (Should he love me at all times even when I don't deserve it? ...Should I respect him at all times even when ...)

How might a marriage lived out as described in Ephesians 5:21-33 declare a profound mystery found in the relationship between Christ and His Church?
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