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When Husbands Love Their Wives With The Love of Christ
November 10, 2013

Doug Busby, Senior Pastor
Scripture:   Ephesians 5:23, 25-
Eph. 5: 23 For the husband is the head of the wife even as Christ is the head of the church, his body, and is himself its Savior. ...          23 o¢ti aÓnh/r ejstin kefalh\ thvß gunaiko\ß wJß kai« oJ Cristo\ß kefalh\ thvß ejkklhsi÷aß, aujto\ß swth\r touv sw¿matoß:

[bookmark: _GoBack]Eph. 5:25 Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her, 26 that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word,  27 so that he might present the church to himself in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she might be holy and without blemish. 28 In the same way husbands should love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself.  

29 For no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as Christ does the church, 30 because we are members of his body.  31 “Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.”  32 This mystery is profound, and I am saying that it refers to Christ and the church.  33 However, let each one of you love his wife as himself, and let the wife see that she respects her husband.

5:25 	Oi˚ a‡ndreß, aÓgapa◊te ta»ß gunaivkaß, kaqw»ß kai« oJ Cristo\ß hjga¿phsen th\n ejkklhsi÷an kai« e˚auto\n pare÷dwken uJpe«r aujthvß,  26 iºna aujth\n aJgia¿shØ kaqari÷saß twˆ◊ loutrwˆ◊ touv u¢datoß ejn rJh/mati,  27 iºna parasth/shØ aujto\ß e˚autwˆ◊ e¶ndoxon th\n ejkklhsi÷an, mh\ e¶cousan spi÷lon h£ rJuti÷da h¡ ti tw◊n toiou/twn, aÓll∆ iºna hØ™ aJgi÷a kai« a‡mwmoß.  28 ou¢twß ojfei÷lousin [kai«] oi˚ a‡ndreß aÓgapa◊n ta»ß e˚autw◊n gunaivkaß wJß ta» e˚autw◊n sw¿mata. oJ aÓgapw◊n th\n e˚autouv gunaivka e˚auto\n aÓgapaˆ◊.  29 Oujdei«ß ga¿r pote th\n e˚autouv sa¿rka ejmi÷shsen aÓlla» ejktre÷fei kai« qa¿lpei aujth/n, kaqw»ß kai« oJ Cristo\ß th\n ejkklhsi÷an,  30 o¢ti me÷lh ejsme«n touv sw¿matoß aujtouv.  31 aÓnti« tou/tou katalei÷yei a‡nqrwpoß [to\n] pate÷ra kai« [th\n] mhte÷ra kai« proskollhqh/setai pro\ß th\n gunaivka aujtouv, kai« e¶sontai oi˚ du/o eijß sa¿rka mi÷an.  32 to\ musth/rion touvto me÷ga ejsti÷n: ejgw» de« le÷gw eijß Cristo\n kai« eijß th\n ejkklhsi÷an.  33 plh\n kai« uJmeivß oi˚ kaq∆ eºna, eºkastoß th\n e˚autouv gunaivka ou¢twß aÓgapa¿tw wJß e˚auto/n, hJ de« gunh\ iºna fobhvtai to\n a‡ndra.

Prayer
Father in Heaven,
	Help the husbands among us to love our wives as Christ loved the Church. Grant us the determination to understand more specifics of Christ's love for His church so we really can love our wives with more Christ-like love.  Grant us as husbands the holy ambition to lead our wives and families with wisdom and love. 

	Help the wives among us to respect their husbands. 
	May the marriages at EFree truly manifest the profound mystery in the relationship between Christ and the Church! 
	Father, we also ask your blessings on Jason & Anita and their family. May their new ministry be one blessed of You!      In Jesus' Name,  Amen

Husbands needing a new paradigm on how to treat their wives
New but convinced believers
Wide range of background-- where did they get their ideas
Where do we get ours?
Husbands--did you have good modeling of how to treat a wife when you were growing up?  How and how not?
Wives-- did you see God's design in a husband's godly lead in your home?  Did it leave you with a good taste for Ephesians 5?

The husband is the head of the wife
Remember the interpretive anchor points: the relationship between Christ and the church, and the way God created the woman to complete her man.

The Father gave Jesus to be head of the church. ... and Jesus knew the way of headship.

Jesus gave us husbands to be head of our marriages and home-- but do we know the way of headship?

Husbands- how has the relationship between Christ and the Church affected the way you have tried to lead your wife and family?
Wives-- how has the relationship between Christ and the Church affected the way you have tried to encourage your husband's lead?

Headship is to be understood and interpreted by the headship of Christ.
Ought to portray what Christ is like to his wife.
Is to come to be recognized over time like the Church's recognition of Christ's headship
Husbands-- was taking a Christ like lead easier or harder than I thought? Am I confused on what that ought to look like?  Where would God want you to lead his daughter?  Does anyone understand how hard it is to not have your wife in some way follow your lead?
Wives-- What gets in my way of encouraging my husbands attempt to lead?  Do I picture myself as easy of hard to lead?
Can a woman follow the lead or her husband and be all that God has created her to be.
Any special stories to be shared on how couples came to the point of wanting to marry each other?  Did you sweep her off her feet?  Did she overwhelm you with her lovliness?
Loving our wives is not always easy.  
She can be hard on your ego 
She can be emotional -- from your perspective --unreasonable
She can be inconvenient--wanting your attention when you are focused on something else
She can have a view differing from yours!
What areas can you live with having views that differ from yours?  Can you talk things out together?

The impact of a godly couple 
	Can be amazing.
Can you name a couple whose marriage has been inspiring?

Thoughts to Ponder Scripture to Apply (pick 2 or 3 questions or thoughts that would help you in your relationship to your wife, husband, or Lord).

How many years did it take for Jesus disciples to treat Him as their head?  How consistent were they in following His lead?
As a single person, what should I be doing to help marriages in the church be strong?  Do I, as a single person, appreciate what it is to be part of the Bride of Christ?
How has Christ's love for the church affected the way I as a husband love my wife?
Do I take joy in my wife and effectively communicate that to her.  Zeph. 3:17,  Can you name 3 or 4 couples that have a marriage akin to that described in Ephesians 5 that you might learn from?
How can I as a husband lead my wife when she knows more than me in certain areas? (What areas might those be?)
Have I ever talked to an older and wiser husband about the difficulties I face in the matter of leadership in my marriage? 
Does my wife see me as a harsh leader? Am I like Jesus in being easy to be yoked to and not burdensome (Matthew 11:29-30)?
How can we husbands overcome difficulties like-- not being a good reader? not being creative as far a family quiet times go? being afraid no one will follow me?  struggling with a deep sense of inadequacy or unworthiness? Thinking that, as the husband in a blended family, that I lack the authority to lead?
What can I as a husband do with my schedule so it is more conducive to leading?
How are we as husbands to deal with wives who do not seem to want to follow?
How can I as a wife encourage my believing husband to lead and not nag in the process?  Does the way I follow him encourage his leading?
What role do my gifts and strengths play in my relationship with my husband?
Are there areas of confession and forgiveness that need to occur in our marriage so that good leading and following can happen?
Is it ok to ask my husband questions about his leading (1 Cor.  14 )
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