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The Life of a Wife in Reverence of Christ
Roles in Marriage – Part I
November 3, 2013

Doug Busby, Senior Pastor
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The Life of a Wife in Reverence of Christ - Roles in Marriage Part I
Scripture Anchor Point Gen. 2:18,24
Genesis 2:18  Then the LORD God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him a helper fit for him.” Gen. 2:24   Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and they shall become one flesh.
Scripture Anchor Point Eph. 5:21-24
Scripture Anchor Point Eph 5: 21-24
Ephesians 5: 21 submitting to one another out of reverence for Christ.  22 Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord.  23 For the husband is the head of the wife even as Christ is the head of the church, his body, and is himself its Savior.  24 Now as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit in everything to their husbands.

For the Greek Geeks among us: Eph. 5:21 	ÔUpotasso/menoi aÓllh/loiß ejn fo/bwˆ Cristouv,  22 ai˚ gunaivkeß toivß ijdi÷oiß aÓndra¿sin wJß twˆ◊ kuri÷wˆ,  23 o¢ti aÓnh/r ejstin kefalh\ thvß gunaiko\ß wJß kai« oJ Cristo\ß kefalh\ thvß ejkklhsi÷aß, aujto\ß swth\r touv sw¿matoß:  24 aÓlla» wJß hJ ejkklhsi÷a uJpota¿ssetai twˆ◊ Cristwˆ◊, ou¢twß kai« ai˚ gunaivkeß toivß aÓndra¿sin ejn panti÷.
Prayer
Father in Heaven,
	Hallowed be Your Name.  May the peoples see You as Holy by the way we as a congregation honor marriage.  In our marriages may people see the profound mystery of Christ and His Church.  
	Help us in our weaknesses.  Forgive us where we have transgressed. Refresh us with a vision of Your glorious design.  Rescue us from the perversions of the flesh and from our world's culture.  Be hallowed among us.
	In Jesus' Name   Amen
Clearing the old debris: Removing damaging perversion 
Of sexual immoralities,
 including fantasies of the mind  pornography
Of crude speech
Of crude joking
As a believer in Jesus do you realized you have been washed, sanctified, and justified (1 Cor. 6:11).
What action have you taken to keep these things out of your life?

Three Things--The Two Anchor Points and an undistorted view.
The relation between Christ and the Church
The way woman was created as the counterpart to the man moving him from “not good” to “good”
A viewpoint not distorted by sin
Do you think of your marriage in the light of these 3 things?
First Anchor Point
Relationship between Christ and the Church
Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ. (v. 21) 
wives submit to your husband as to the Lord  (v. 22)
husbands love your wife as Christ loves the church, (v. 25) 
"but I am talking about Christ and the church. (v. 32) 
Our marriages should be a good depiction
Would our children have a good view of the Gospel by watching the way mom and dad live together?  How did your parents' marriage affect your view of the Gospel.
The second anchor point is in the creation of woman for man. 
A Helper who brings an “opposite” perspective so helpful that it moves him from “not good” to “good”
Husbands--do I see the blessing of God's design in my wife?  Am I grateful for that?  If so, do I tell her?
Third Thing: The Distortion of Sin
When Adam sinned his perspective changed from
Poetic appreciation
Accusation against God who gave her to him
Is there any sin to confess to God and each other that would improve our outlook on our marriage
Gone Poetic--a slide of a young couple soon to be married
Pull out an "older " picture of you and your spouse and think of the thoughts you had towards each other back then.

Pre-eminence of Reverence  
How important it is to see Christ as He is … as the Scriptures portray Him!
How does my view of Christ affect the way I relate to my husband or wife?
5:22 is addressed to her, not him
Not to be used to Lord it over her
How submission to Christ works for the church
A daughter of God
Submission What does the term mean?
Out of Reverence for Christ sets a boundary
Does not mean the woman is less before God
Does not apply only when convenient
Choose husband carefully
The design is to give your input
uJpota¿ssw 1. to cause to be in a submissive relationship, to subject, to subordinate  uJpota¿ssein e˚auto/n tini subject oneself to someone

Godly wives shape their husbands lives for good!

Thoughts to ponder  Scripture to Apply
Do we see how 3 things allow us to better comprehend God's design for marriage?
How can singles honor marriage? ( Heb. 13:4 Let marriage be held in honor among all)
What actions have you taken to keep sexual immorality, impurity, pornography, and crude speech, out of your life?
How do we prepare our children for God's design in marriage?
As a believer in Jesus do you realize you have been washed, sanctified, and justified (1 Cor. 6:11)?
Husbands and wives: do we appreciate the opposite perspectives that our spouses are created to bring to us? Do we tell them how we appreciate them and need them? --Husbands maybe even use a little poetry (like Adam)?!
What are the boundaries of a woman's submission to her husband?
Has sin obscured your view of what God designed your marriage to be?  Has sin moved you to blame your spouse or even God?
Have we let the two anchor points Paul uses to shape how we view our relationship to our spouse?
Wives, what question do you wish the preacher would have included?
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