[image: ]

Be Careful How You Walk, for the Days are Evil!
October 20, 2013

Doug Busby, Senior Pastor

Scripture Ephesians 5:15-21
Eph. 5:15   Look carefully then how you walk, not as unwise but as wise,  16 making the best use of the time, because the days are evil.  17 Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is.  18 And do not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery, but be filled with the Spirit, 19 addressing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody to the Lord with your heart,  20 giving thanks always and for everything to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,  21 submitting to one another out of reverence for Christ.

Prayer 
Father in Heaven,
	Help us to navigate the troubled world in which we live,     to not be naive to the evil around us,    but rather with wisdom,   to conquer evil with good.    Help us to seize the opportunities You give us   to share your grace with others,   knowing that the times we have are limited and passing away. 

	Rescue us from any drunkenness or drug use,  which drags us down into debauchery    and affects others we love.     
	Fill us with your Holy Spirit    so that the Words of Holy Scripture   would pour forth in songs and hymns of thanksgiving to You   and renew our minds for service to You.  

In the Name of our Lord Jesus, Amen.
Continuing the Thread
	Sexual immorality etc not even named among you--> So be careful how you walk (live)
The example of Proverbs 5 & 7
Notice:  bad place, bad time, not careful
Where is the door of her house for us? Is it on the internet? Our business trips?  Our work place?

He didn't know it would cost him his life! 
Application-- how do we learn to see the consequences of sin and therefore avoid it?  Have you learned a lesson the hard way and now know better?
	Being in debt?  Falling to some besetting sin?

Their days were evil

What about our days? 
On what basis would you conclude our days are evil?  Are you so convinced that you are constantly on Spiritual Alert?

Live with Wisdom or suffer the consequences of being conquered by evil
Notice in Proverbs 1 how the goal of Proverbs is wisdom and discipline
	Do we discipline our eyes--at the check out counter?  
Are we aware of the dangers our children face in the public schools? 	What do we do to shepherd them?
Are we aware that there are also problems in private schooling-- even in our own home schooling?
	Knowing those who teach your children and their character
	Knowing their school mates and how they may misuse doctrines

Have the attitudes towards Alcohol changed for the better or worse, or even both? Explain.

The foolishness of being lazy
	Wasting a most precious commodity and placing themselves in danger.  What dangers does a lazy person place themselves in?  How do we teach our children not to be lazy? Do we struggle with laziness?  Are there medical situations that affect our energy level?

Redeeming the time  
Making the most of every opportunity
  Time is slipping away
  .. Time is the opportunity to do good, righteousness, truth
Greek note:
BDAG ejxagora¿zw the commercial associations of the vb. ‘buy, buy up’ ti« ‘someth.’ ...
	1. to secure deliverance of, deliver, liberate tou\ß uJpo\ no/mon those who are subject to the law Gal 4:5. The thing from which deliverance is obtained is added with ejkÚ hJma◊ß e˙k thvß kata¿raß touv no/mou 3:13 (Dssm., LO 270–78 [LAE 322–34]; w. aÓpo\ Ar. 11, 3).
	2. to gain someth., esp. advantage or opportunity, make the most of. ... The mid. ejxagora¿zesqai t. kairo/n Col 4:5; Eph 5:16 appropriately expresses choice in perilous times (o¢ti ai˚ hJme÷rai po/nhrai÷ ei˙sin) make the most of the time or opportunity in the sense ‘take advantage of any opportunity that comes your way’. (The context of Col. 4:5 relates to opportunity for evangelism; Eph 5:16 to avoidance of anything that interferes with understanding of the Lord’s will.)
	Opportunities!  to show Christian love, to delight in our children, to train them, to help strengthen the body of Christ, to serve in the Body of Christ.
	Have we taken the opportunity to love our neighbors?  Have we sought to share the Gospel with them looking, looking for the right opportunity?

Be Filled with the Holy Spirit
· Evidences—
· speaking to one another in songs and hymns and spiritual songs, victorious living, fruits of the Spirit, power in witnessing
· Resulting victory and power
· Victory in your walk (see Ro. 8)—you conquer sin
· Power to witness (Acts 1:8)—
· You exhibit the fruit of the Spirit and become more like Christ
· How?—repent of sin, ask of the Father, worship, seek the Spirit to do His will, not yours
Have I experienced examples of the fullness of the Holy Spirit?  Have I sought this from God?  How is the fullness of the Spirit different from the Baptism of the Spirit?
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Thoughts to Ponder, 		Scripture to Apply

How do you know that "the days are evil" applies to the times in which you and I live?  What evil do you see around you?

How can I understand what the will of the Lord is? Have I learned the wisdom of applying Scripture to my daily life?

What are some evidences of being filled with the Holy Spirit?

When is the last time I seized an opportunity to communicate God's grace to someone outside the body of Christ?  my neighbor, co-worker, ...

Do I redeem the times available with my children/ grandchildren to disciple them in the ways of the Lord?

Name ten things that you can thank God for today.
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