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Imitating God!
September 29, 2013

Doug Busby, Senior Pastor

Eph. 4: 32 Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave you. 5:1 Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children.  2 And walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.
John 5:19   So Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, ethe Son fcan do nothing of his own accord, but only what he sees the Father doing. For whatever the Father* does, that the Son does likewise.

Prayer
   Father in Heaven
Make it clearer to us, who are Your children, what it means to be imitators of God.  And then, by the power of Your Holy Spirit, help us to accurately replicate your gracious actions towards people.  Help us, after the likeness of our Lord, to be a fragrant offering to You, who have loved us so much.
		Through Jesus, Your Son.   Amen

Reminder-- Your focus is how God has spoken to your group, and how they can apply the Word to their own lives-- See Thoughts to Ponder, Scriptures to Apply  (You don't have to preach the whole sermon again but the notes are here for you to review...)

As beloved Children, we imitate
We imitate to live, to grow, even to become original
As dearly loved children of God we imitate God

We must watch to imitate
And who or what we watch is critical
So, Where do we watch God?
Application--we watch God in Scripture, so where and when, in our busy lives, are our contemplative times in the Word?
Imitate Jesus who imitated His Father in Heaven
Jesus Himself didn't do His own thing--He did what He saw the Father doing 
	And that was so beautifully new!  
But we must know the limits
Application--some young believers in Christ are drawn into thinking that God wants them to do things He does not. When it fails their faith falters.
The Bounds and Direction of Our Imitating God
	Scripture describes how to apply this call to imitate God.
	Forgiving as God forgave		Loving as Christ loved us

In Greek there is an " ou™n " that we translate "therefore".  "Therefore" connects these two sections. 4: 32 hBe kind to one another, tenderhearted, iforgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave you. and 5:1   jTherefore be imitators of God, as beloved children.

Learning forgiveness from watching God
With God, forgiveness is a Big Deal! 
Forgive others though it hurts you to do it
Seeing what God did to pursue forgiveness with people created in his own image ... see how he was willing to be seen as a criminal hung on a cross, to suffer death on a cross, to be separated from fellowship with his father ... to obtain forgiveness for us.  How do we make forgiveness a Big Deal?
With forgiveness, righteousness is established. 
For forgiveness with God, sacrificial atonement needed to happen
	Atonement applies only to the perfect:  the just for the unjust, the righteous for the unrighteous, 
In Life Group sharing, is someone's life hindered by lack of forgiveness?  Does someone in your group have a personal account of the power of God's forgiveness in their own life?

The hardness of forgiveness and the freedom it brings
Do we invite people into our life groups who are struggling with forgiveness... in their marriages, with others?

Setting out on a mission to forgive ... and to see others forgiven

Imitating the Love of Christ
Imitating the love of Christ makes us missional.


Thoughts to Ponder ; Scripture to Apply
How do I gain a sense of how what I have done, or the ways I have acted, or the fantasies I have cherished, have deeply offended the Holiness of God?

Do I have some sense of why those things necessarily cut me off from having a close relationship to God, or even any positive relationship with my Creator? (Hopefully this is past tense!)

Do I see the mission that God set out on through Christ, and His crucifixion, so that I could experience forgiveness and have fellowship with Him?

Could I imitate God by pursuing a mission of forgiveness knowing it is hard?
Can I identify a person or persons who have deeply offended my sense of right and wrong, so that I carry bitterness towards them to this day? (Often these are people who were close to us, or had authority or power over us; parents, step parents, children, former close friends, coaches, teachers, employers, baby sitters, clergy, )

Can others around me sense the anger, or disdain, or hatred I have towards any such individuals? (even if I deny it?)

Can I see what I need to imitate in what God has so graciously and lovingly done for me?

Can I enumerate some of the many ways God has poured out His love on me?
Can I see how I can imitate the love of God with others who are in my life?
[bookmark: _GoBack]What could I do this week that would express the love of God to others?
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